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 Dear Healthy Gardeners, 
I am very fortunate to have a north-facing covered porch, attached to my home. I have it filled with shade-
loving plant specimens which I enjoy while sitting on one of the two pieces of furniture-a rocker or glider. 
Too hot and hazy to spend much time on the porch this summer, the watering of these plants sometimes 
went by the wayside. My prized Crocodylus Fern Microsorum Musifolium somehow got relegated to a for-
gotten spot behind the porch furniture. Not exactly thriving on my unintentional benign neglect, it devel-
oped a serious case of scorched, charred leaves. Feeling guilty about my lack of focus, my crocodile fern has 
been moved to my kitchen table and is now most-likely drowning under my constant scrutiny. 
Not one to “fuss” with sunscreen, hats, long-sleeves or the like, and not unlike my scorched, sere Crocodylus, 
I have most recently been diagnosed with a small patch of skin cancer on my forearm, a squamous cell carci-
noma. I guess all my lifetime hours spent enjoying the beach has caught up with me. My knee-jerk reaction 
has been to swelter with long-sleeves, slather myself with every sunscreen on the market, and look like I’m 
going incognito with a variety of hats, etc. This has become my focus. 
 What I am suggesting, rather is not waiting for a knee-jerk reaction. Don’t react, don’t focus! Take precau-
tions. As gardeners, we are outside exposed to stinging flying insects and fire ants, poisons, sun damage, al-
lergic reactions to toxic plants, etc. Take the time to take precautions. According to Safety and Health Maga-
zine, the following are recommended. Be aware and alert of your surroundings. Wear sun protective cloth-
ing, hats and gloves. Use bug repellent. Stay hydrated. Work outside in the early morning hours. (That’s why 
during the summer, our members work on maintaining our community gardens beginning as early as 8:00 
am.) 
In closing, I urge all of us to be aware. Be a healthy, happy gardener. Take precautions and remember: Octo-
ber is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.   
Working on being more aware, 
 Pat Sandler Co-President 

          

        

 

 

Monthly Garden Workdays  

  1st Monday-History Park:  Carol Moore, Chair 
  2nd Monday-PG Library:   Elaine LaWell, Chair 
  3rd Monday-Laishley Park:  Suzanne McCormick, Chair  
  4th Monday-Woman’s Club: Carol Moore, Chair 
  
Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh how beautiful!' And sitting in 
the shade.  Rudyard Kipling  
 
Please join us if you are able to help out! Please note the workday  
at Laishley has resumed. 

             Board Meeting 
         October 12, 2016 

              9:30 a.m. 
              FUMC  

            Room 5 Life Center 
Due to the busy schedule of the 
church, all board meetings this year 
will be held in Room 5 of the Life 
Center (large building south of Le-
nox Hall). 
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General Meeting 
October 19,  1:00 p.m. Refreshments  

1:30 p.m.    Meeting  
Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church 

507 W. Marion Avenue Punta Gorda  
 

October Program 
Container Gardening 

 

 

 

Our October speaker will be someone many of us have met when she conducted our tour at the Edison 

Ford Winter Estate in May of 2015.  Debbie Hughes, Senior Horticulturist at the Edison Ford Winter Estate, 

will speak on container gardening.  Our speakers for this season will be focused on horticulture and Debbie 

should be very informative as a specialist in this area.  Many of you live in homes where containers are the 

only possibility for your gardens and nearly all of us use containers in our gardens.  We look forward to 

hearing what we can learn from Debbie.  Elaine LaWell, Program Chair 

 

 

 

 

On September 17th five club members participated in the International Coastal Clean Up Day, which is the 
world’s largest volunteer effort on behalf of ocean and waterway health.  For two hours trash such as ciga-
rette butts, cups, plastic bags, and construction debris was collected from a drainage area near Fisherman’s 
Village, sorted, and recorded.  Data was submitted to the Ocean Conservancy and will be used to aid in 
global efforts to keep our oceans and coastlines clean.  During the 2015 Cleanup, 791,336 people removed 
18,062,911 pounds of trash from 25,188 miles of coast around the world. That’s over 717 pounds of trash 
per mile or just under 23 pounds of trash per volunteer!  Beyond making our ocean healthier, beach clean-
ups also engage communities of diverse stakeholders. During the Cleanup, divers, school children, fisher-
men, boaters, environmentalists and people from all walks of life work together and meet others who value 
our ocean, its wildlife and our beaches. 

Our Harbor is a Little Cleaner! 

 

Mary Yeomans, Vinita Jones, Pat Sandler, Carol 

Moore and Kathryn Manczak 
Mary and Vinita are after something! 
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          Keep the date…... 

        March 21, 2017 

    For our Small Standard             

 Flower Show 

Have any questions?  Bring them  to the Octo-
ber meeting. 

Membership  
Please welcome two new  members! 

    Carol Houston: 27055 Omni Ln., PG, 33983-3553 
       Tel: 941-764-7177,  
       Email: T.Houston@centurylink.net 
    Janice Williams:  10269 Arrowhead Dr., PG,    
 33950-4706, Tel: 941-655-8328 
 Email: janicewilliams5@comcast.net 
 
Reminder:   
Snowbirds please remember to change  your infor-
mation at  www.ffg.wildapricot.org to your Flori-
da address so you won’t miss the The Florida Gar-
dener. 

 
               

 
 
 Terry Tunkivage 10/02 
 Marian Bandler 10/11 
 Marion Wester 10/11 
 Heidi Kaletta  10/12 
 Jackie Boutin  10/13 
 Ellen Klinger  10/13 
 Cheri Smith       10/16 
 Bonnie Verminski 10/24 
 Nancy Ziegenbein 10/28 
 Carol Houston  10/30 
            Celebrating you all year long! 
 

 

 Holly Days Home Tour 

A Natural Tropical Christmas 

December 2 and 3,  2016 
                   11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 
Tickets:  At the October  19 General Meeting 
members will receive 10 tickets to sell.  We ask 
each member to sell at least 10, but many of you 
sell more.  If you want more than 10 please let Car-
olyn Honour, cdhonour@comcast.net know.  If you 
know you will not be at the meeting, asking a 
friend to get yours helps with the distribution.   
After the meeting the house chair for the house you 
are assigned will have tickets not picked up at the 
meeting. 
Deadline for ticket money is December 1, 2016 1-4 
p.m. To treasurer Karen Noonan. 
 
Poinsettias:  Club members will be able to pur-
chase poinsettias on Thursday, December 1, from  
1-4 p.m. 

Dates to Remember 

October       01   Parks That Teach 
October       12   Board Meeting 
October       14              Dist. IX  Meeting 
October       19              Parks That Teach 
October       19              General Meeting 

Parks That Teach 

October 1 and 19th  at 9:30 a.m.  
 Meet on the East side of the Fisherman’s Village 
parking lot at the adult fitness area.  This is an in-
formative walk lead by Master Gardeners describ-
ing the plants, both good and bad.  There are new 
things to see this year. The walk lasts about an 
hour along the trail to Shreve St. 

Thinking of you.... 
Ann Gateff 
Elaine LaWell 
Carol Moore 

Wishing you a speedy recovery! 

 
October Hostess Committee 

Gail Edgren Chair 
 
       Damron, Tinker              Poole, Maggie 
       DiNino, Louise           Ranger, Pat 
       Fritz, Joanne  Stanfield, Peggy 
       Gateff, Ann  Tunkavige, Terry 
       Harris, Vera  Verminski, Bonnie 
       Naylor, Emily  Wilson, Mary Jo 

 

 

 

October Birthdays 

mailto:cdhonour@comcast.net
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  Punta Gorda Garden Club Plaza at the Memorial 
 
Our original Friendship Garden at Laishley Park, 
first dedicated to the City in 1995 and relocated in 
1999,  has a new name and it is undergoing a 
transformation to fit in the “new” park with the 
new Vietnam Wall. 
We had our first work day in a long time as we 
have not been allowed to go in to the garden be-
cause of safety issues. We had a very good turnout 
of members. We will have our next work day at 
Laishley Park on October 17 at 8:30 a.m.  
The dedication for the Vietnam Wall will be No-
vember 10. It will be difficult to have the garden 
finished at that time. The veteran’s committee and 
the city have to complete their work in the areas 
adjacent to our garden before we will be able to 
complete our work. We will try to make it as 
attractive as possible for the dedication.  
Suzanne McCormick, Civic Chair 
 

 
Plan ahead…...Join Port 
Charlotte Garden Club’s 
Trip to Fairchild Gardens 
 
When:                  February 23, 2017 
Where:                Fairchild Tropical Botanical 
     Gardens,   Coral Gables 
Cost:                    $45 per person 
Lunch:                 Can be pre-ordered (please 
see menu at  http://
www.fairchildgarden.org/visit/group-visits) 
(FYI:  The lunch order has to be sent 72 hours 
prior to the trip) 
Final payment of $45 is due no later than No-
vember 20, 2016.  The bus leaves at 7:30 
a.m. from Trinity Lutheran Church, Port Char-
lotte, FL, on February 23, 2016 and returns 
around 7 p.m.  Checks should be made paya-
ble to Port Charlotte Garden Club and mailed 
to Treasurer:  Marge Willis-Ronn, 4173 Or-
mond St, Port Charlotte, FL 33948. 

If you are interested in joining in, please let 
Janet Stock know.  Email: member-
information@portcharlottegardenclub.org 

Arts & Crafts, Plants, Jams, Jelly and Cakes 
(A plant must be owned six months) 

   
January 27—February 5, 2017 

Bring items in on Saturday, January 21 st from  
9 a.m. to 12 N 

All food items come in on Thursday, January 26th from  
9 a.m. to 12N 

Pick up all your items Monday,  
February 6, 2017 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
You may enter three items per type/class 

CONTACT INFO 
E-MAIL joankayeaton@aol.com 

 

Inspiration, Motivation,  Celebration 

Our greatest glory is not in never fail-

ing, but in rising up every time we fail. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 
Have you checked out our recently restored mark-
er?  It is located in the median across from Cross 
Trails Shopping Center, where North and South Rt. 
41 meet.  Our member Libby Curnow, Dist. IX Blue 
Star Marker Chairperson, will tell us more about 
the Blue Star Marker program at our October 
meeting. To find out more about this NGC project 
please visit http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/
ongoing-projects/blue-star-memorials.aspx 

Punta Gorda Garden Club’s  
Blue Star Marker 

http://www.fairchildgarden.org/visit/group-visits
http://www.fairchildgarden.org/visit/group-visits
mailto:member-information@portcharlottegardenclub.org
mailto:member-information@portcharlottegardenclub.org
http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/ongoing-projects/blue-star-memorials.aspx
http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/ongoing-projects/blue-star-memorials.aspx
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  Garden for a Harvest 

We are now entering the time of year 
when vegetable gardens can be planted with a 
wide variety of species.  The list below includes 
those that should do well if planted in October. 

Beets               Lima Beans         Radishes 
Broccoli Mustard Greens     Spinach 
Cabbage Onions         Strawberries 
Carrots  Parsley         Summer Squash 
Cauliflower Potatoes        Tomatoes 
Lettuce Peppers 
Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

The History Park Community Garden  
How Does Your Garden Grow? 

September 10th found a small group of volunteers 
weeding the aisles and beds in the History Park Com-
munity Garden, preparing for planting season.  The 
fence has been installed and several beds are thriv-
ing.  Not mine, unfortunately.  The cucumbers were 
skeletonized by insects so I removed the vines, and 
then the zucchini plants browned and showed evi-
dence of a fungus so out they came as well.  I have 
much to learn!  The birdhouse gourd vines have 
been trimmed and are climbing trellis frames, but no 
gourds are set.  So, I will plant some bean seeds and 
some tomato plants and hope that things go better 
in the coming months.  Keep your fingers crossed! 

 

The Other Pollinators 
(Taken from an article by Donna Cottingham 

in The National Gardener, Spring 2016) 

When you hear the word “pollinator,” you usual-
ly think of the honey bee because it is outstand-
ing in performing this task.  Honey bees are in-
dustrious and social creatures and devote much 
of their time to efficiently collecting large quanti-
ties of pollen to feed the hive’s offspring, polli-
nating many flowers in the process.  However, 
other less obvious insects also accomplish this 
work, two of which are wasps and flies. 

Wasps make good pollinators as they drink nec-
tar as adults.  The common thread-waisted wasp 
performs other duties in the garden, such as in-
sect control by feeding insects to its young.  It is 
not aggressive  toward humans but the female 
will sting if provoked.   Another pollinating wasp 
lays its eggs underground on the larvae of green 
June beetles and other lawn pests. 

Many flies are important pollinators.  Some foul-
smelling flowers depend on flies alone for polli-
nation.  Some flies are mistaken for bees.  Flower 
flies mimic bees, wasps, and yellow jackets in ap-
pearance, but are actually harmless.  Many are 
beneficial because their larvae eat aphids and 
other garden pests. 

So, while bees may be our most valuable pollina-
tors, many others shouldn’t be overlooked.  It 
takes a variety of pollinators to get the job done, 
so as gardeners we must recognize the benefits 
of hosting a variety of insects and provide them 
with a variety of nectar sources and limit any use 
of pesticides. 

Bee a Wildlife Action Hero! 

Don’t forget to treat your bromeliads to prevent the spread of the Zika virus! See the article in the Sep-
tember issue of our newsletter for details. Don’t have the newsletter?  You can find it online at 
www.pggc.org under the newsletter button or check the website above for more info. 

Bromeliads and Mosquitos 

http://www.miamidade.gov/solidwaste/

bromeliads-and-mosquitoes.asp 

 

http://www.miamidade.gov/solidwaste/bromeliads-and-mosquitoes.asp
http://www.miamidade.gov/solidwaste/bromeliads-and-mosquitoes.asp
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October in the Garden 
 

The Charlotte County fertilizer ordinance is lifted.   
Fertilize palms this month with 8-2-12+4Mg.  
Always check the label to make sure you have the minor 
elements necessary to keep the new fronds from taking 
nutrients from the older fronds and causing them to turn 
yellow. http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep261 

  

                            Separating Succulents 

 

 

 

 

 

A single leaf, carefully detached from many succulents is 

often sufficient to start a new plant, and is the preferred 

method for propagating e.g. Adromischus, Crassula, Ech-

everia, many Kalanchoe. Some succulents can be simply 

divided by tearing off a clump of the plants with roots, 

and tucking it into the soil in another spot. Remove 

those with runners by cutting the stem as close to the 

base as you can. Cut the stem of the offshoot to be 

about an inch or two long and leave the end cut to dry in 

a cool, shady place for a day or so.  Be sure to sterilize 

your tools with alcohol before cutting. 

http://www.succulent-plant.com/propagation.html 

 

From Mary Yeomans 

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens 

                          

 

 

How often do you use a straw to drink a beverage in your home?  So why do you need one in a restaurant? 
A movement to decrease the use of plastic straws has been growing rapidly.  “Americans use an estimated 
500 million plastic straws daily – enough to fill 127 school buses and circle the earth’s circumference 2.5 
times. Five hundred million straws weigh about the same as 1,000 cars (close to 3 million pounds), which is 
a massive amount of plastic to throw in landfills on a daily basis.”  (Katherine Martinko, Treehugger)  Many 
of these straws end up in our oceans.  So what can you do?  Tell servers not to bring straws to your table 
when ordering beverages.  Carry a reusable straw with you if you need one for drinking in your car – there 
are many types available.  Use paper straws if possible.   They still add to our trash flow but at least they 
will decompose in less than 400 years! 

Mary Yeoman, Environmental Chair 

Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Gardens 

Do You Really Need to Use a Straw? 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ep261
http://www.succulent-plant.com/propagation.html

