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 Dear Observers, 

While our northern neighbors observe the kaleidoscopic scene that is the fall season in the northeast, au-
tumn comes knocking softly on Southwest Florida doors. Autumn here is subtle, less obvious, but evident to 
the constant observer. 
There will be no frost on the pumpkin or chilly Friday nights at a high school football game. But the changes 
are underway and can be observed in gardens and parks and on farms. Cypress trees begin changing their 
colors, from green to a brownish hue. Other leaf changes this time of year include hickory, ash, Chinese tal-
low and the sumac. The Chinese rain tree is in bloom, brandishing its colorful papery lanterns. Observe the 
subtle color changes in the understory flowers or plants that grow close to the earth. Farmers prepare their 
fields to plant. Gardeners harness this time to plant vegetables, fruits and herbs. 
Doors and windows open again. Walks can be taken after 8 am. People arrive from their northern lives. The 
silence of summer ends and gives ways to the bustle of autumn. Pumpkin flavor is everywhere, in coffee, ice 
cream, muffins and even beer! Oktoberfests and Farmer’s Markets preside. Fall brings holiday preparations 
and planning.  
Wishing you and yours a Happy Thanksgiving! As we observe this holiday, let us take this opportunity to give 
thanks for our many gifts and blessings.   Personally, I am thankful for our vibrant and long-standing Club, 
organized in 1949. I am grateful for the many cherished friends I have made since joining. I am grateful for all 
I have learned from the many talented members who have shared their expertise and knowledge on garden-
ing in Southwest Florida, the environment, conservation, and floral design. I am grateful for the many hands 
that create the Holly Days Home Tour and enable us to provide generous scholarships for deserving stu-
dents, while also contributing to local, state and federal organizations and programs. I am grateful and excit-
ed about our coming together to support our upcoming Flower Show. 
Warmest Regards, 

Pat Sandler, Co-President 

PS We, as women, fought long and hard over the course of several decades for the legal right to vote. Grant-
ed this right formally across the nation in 1920, let’s all celebrate Women’s Suffrage by exercising this right 
and vote in the 2016 Presidential Election on Tuesday, November 8. Our future and the futures of our 
children and grandchildren depend on every single one of us. 

                

           Board Meeting 
           November 9, 2016 

                9:30 a.m.    FUMC  
              Room 5 Life Center 
 

  

 

FUMC DECORATING   

On November 22 the club will decorate the Sanctuary and  on 
November 29 the Bryant Life Center 9:30 a.m. for Christmas. 
This is to fulfill our agreement with the church to decorate for 
Christmas and Easter in exchange for use of their meeting 
rooms.  Let Sherry Robertson know if you are able to help. Tele-
phone 207-231-0431 or email shrobe65@yahoo.com. 
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General Meeting 
November 16,  1:00 p.m. Refreshments  

1:30 p.m.  Meeting  
Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church 

507 W. Marion Avenue Punta Gorda  
November Program  

Flower Arranging How To 

 
Membership Updates 

Please welcome two new members! 
 
Jan Brady, 3946 Crooked Island Dr., PG 33950-8128  
Tel: 913-685-1003 Email: Sunwray57@hotmail.com 
 
Debbie Eickhoff, 1039 Via Formia, PG 33950-5878 
Tel: 317-752-2110 Email: debbie12153@gmail.com 
                                              
Update 
Joanne Fritz:  Cell  908-310-7097 ~ Zip 33950-8005 

Our speaker for November will be one of our own members.  I elected to step outside the norm of having 
outside speakers in an effort to recognize the many talents of our members and get them more involved in 
our club.  Many of you have many talents that you could, and should, share with our wonderful club.   
To that end, our speaker for November will be Sherry Barrett.  Sherry joined our club in 2015 and jumped 
right into the activities.  After obtaining a degree in Business and Psychology, she later returned to her first 
love and obtained a degree in Architecture & Interior Design, a field she has worked in for over 30 years.  
Sherry owned her own business and has decorated many venues for Christmas, weddings, garden parties, 
as well as the Symphony Home Tours in Denver and San Francisco, and redesigned a home in the historic 
district of Stockholm, Sweden.  While walking through a hotel, complete with restaurants, retail stores, and 
spa, her father admired the beauty of the place, not knowing that his daughter had designed it.  He never 
again questioned her decision to pursue what she loved rather than what he considered a “practical” career 
path.  This love of beauty and flowers eventually led Sherry to us. 
 
Like many of our members, Sherry is very talented and is willing when asked to share her talents with our 
club.  I commend her for that and suggest that each of you consider how you might also share your talents. 
Elaine LaWell, Program Chair  

              November Birthdays 

Rona Rothschild 11/11 
Caroline Wooters 11/11 
Sajida Khudairi 11/15 
Ann Gateff  11/18 
Emily Naylor  11/26 
Mary Stewerf  11/27 
Joyce Stanley  11/28 
 
            Celebrating you all year long! 

 

November Hostess Committee 
Pat Juliano Chair 

 
 Carol Broad                Monica Lucey 

                Susan Dunn              Bev Robbins  
                Paula Jenkins Agnes West 
                Ursula Karlen Marion Wester 

Dates To Remember 

Nov.  5  Vietnam Wall Dedication 
Nov.  5  Parks That Teach 
Nov.  9  Board Meeting 
Nov. 12 Edison Ford Garden Talk 
Nov. 16 General Meeting 
Nov. 16             Parks That Teach 
Nov. 18-19 Lemon Bay Garden Tour 
Nov. 22 Decorate FUMC Sanctuary 
Nov. 29            Decorate FUMC Life Center 
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Vietnam Wall Dedication 

November 5, 2016 
10 a.m. Veterans Park 

 
The Vietnam  Wall dedication will be on November 
5th, in the newly named Veterans Park on Nesbit 
Street, at 10:00 a.m.   Laishley Park will retain the 
name for the upper portion of the park.  The PGGC 
garden is adjacent to the walkway going to the 
Wall. Due to construction, our volunteers were not 
able to work in the gardens and it fell into disarray. 
We were finally able to get into the garden and 
with the help of the city staff we have made it look 
presentable. Signs will read "Excuse our Weeds" 
and “Work in Progress." When the Veterans Park 
committee and the city have completed their work, 
we will be able to return and re-vamp the garden. 
It will be known as the Punta Gorda Garden Club 
Plaza and will have 1-2 benches for people to sit 
and enjoy our garden and the Vietnam Wall. Gran-
ite ledgers with the name of the donors to the wall 
will be placed adjacent to our garden. 
Please come to support our veterans.  
 
Suzanne McCormick, Civic Chair 

Lemon Bay Garden Club’s 

FALL GARDEN TOUR and PLANT SALE 

Friday and Saturday, November 18 and 19, 2016 

9:00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

Starts at 480 Yale St.  Englewood, FL 

15.00 Tour—10.00 Lunch  

(limited seating advance reservation suggested) 

For Tickets and Information call  

Rose Sheedy – 941-276-1798 or  

   Cheryl Tomasi - 941-882-2041 

     Parks That Teach 

November 5 and 16th  at 9:30 a.m.  
 Meet on the East side of the Fisherman’s Village 
parking lot at the adult fitness area.  This is an in-
formative walk lead by Master Gardeners, describ-
ing the plants, both good and bad.  There are new 
things to see this year. The walk lasts about an 
hour along the trail to Shreve St. 

 
Founders’ Day Week 

December 1 to 7, 2016 
 

 
The Punta Gorda Garden Club is participating in the 
2nd annual Punta Gorda Founders’ Day Week, De-
cember 1 to December 7, which is the official date 
of the City of Punta Gorda’s incorporation.  Our   
Holly Days Home Tour on December 2 and 3 will be 
held in conjunction with 17 other nonprofit organi-
zations being held on various dates and times 
through the week. Each organization will have their 
own fund raiser and retain all the money they raise. 
 
The Punta Gorda Kiwanis Club, Relay for Life, Peace 
River Wildlife and the Visual Arts Center are some of 
the other organizations participating this year. 
Suzanne McCormick, Civic Chair 

 

Blue Star Marker 

At our October meeting we  recognized  our re-
cently refurbished Blue Star Marker.  Our mem-
ber and District IX Blue Star Marker Chair, Libby 
Curnow, gave the background of the marker and 
how the project was adopted by the National 
Garden Club in 1945.  A highly honored Vietnam 
Veteran, Jerry Baumgartner, lead us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States. 

 

 

Vietnam Veteran  
Jerry Baumgartner 

 

 

Libby reports on the Blue 
Star Marker program at the 
Fall District IX meeting. Seat-
ed is Arlene Rand, FFGC Pres-
ident. 
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 Holly Days Home Tour 

A Natural Tropical Christmas 

December 2 and 3,  2016 
                   11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Tickets:  If you were not at the October meeting, 
your chairperson has your tickets.  If you are not 
assigned to a team, contact Carolyn Honour, 
cdhonour@comcast.net for yours. Deadline for 
ticket money is December 1, 2016 1-4 p.m. to 
treasurer Karen Noonan. 
Poinsettias:  Club members will be able to pur-
chase poinsettias on Thursday, December 1, from  
1-4 p.m. 
Refreshments:  We have an opportunity to excel 
this year with our talent for baking cookies, pas-
tries, bars, brownies, quick bread.  I have seen the 
meeting refreshments, so let’s give our baked 
goods the attention that this year’s Home Tour 
needs.  The refreshment committee requests that 
each member plan on donating at least four (4) 
dozen of their best recipes, to share with the par-
ticipators of this year’s tour.  Please bring your 
delicious baked goods on a disposable plate to the 
Fellowship Hall between 1 and 4 p.m. on Thursday,  
Dec 1, and with a final drop off of Friday morning, 
Dec 2, before the Home Tour begins.  Should you 
have questions, complaints and as always praise, 
please contact Paula Jenkins at PGJH@MSN.COM 
or 865-405-1017.  Thank you for your combined 
efforts. This is what makes a great club!!!!  
P.S. if it’s a complaint leave a message. 
Paula Jenkins refreshment co-chair 

  

  Christmas  Luncheon 

Wednesday December 7, 2016 
Laishley Crab House 

          150 Laishley Court 
      Reservation Deadline December 2nd 

Cost - $25.00 

11:00 a.m. – Gathering and Fellowship 
12:00 Noon – Lunch 
Cash Bar Available 

 
Menu 

Southern Style Blue Crab Cake Sandwich – Served 
on a Toasted Croissant with Homemade Tartar 

Sauce. 
~~~ 

California Chicken Club – Grilled Chicken Breast 
topped with Swiss Cheese, Avocado, and Bacon. 
Above sandwiches include French Fries or Sweet 

Potato Fries and Coleslaw. 
~~~ 

Laishley Steak House Salad – Char-grilled Beef 
Tenderloin Tips served with corn- 

salsa, tri-colored tortilla strips, bleu cheese and 
tomatoes served with chipotle ranch. 

 
Dietary selection is available 

 
Includes Iced Teas, Sodas and Coffee 

 
Red Velvet Cake for Dessert 

Your payment is your reservation. Please indicate 
your menu choice on your check and specify type 
of fries. Reservations taken at the November 
meeting or mail your check to: Karen Noonan, 
4030 Key Largo Lane, Punta Gorda, FL 33955-4618 
 
Please bring an ornament for the PG Library 
Christmas Tree – a quote, poem, favorite saying, 
on whatever you wish, attached to a ribbon, clip, 
etc. so it can hang on the tree. 

 

Inspiration, Motivation,  Celebration 

Nothing is impossible, The word itself says  
I’m possible. 

Audrey Hepburn 

 Flower Show News 
Theme:  “Games People Play” 

When:  March 21, 2017 
Planning Ahead…... 

Horticulture:  You must own your horticulture three  
months, December 21, 2016, prior to the show.  
Combination plantings such as dish gardens, pic-
tured above, and terrariums must be grown togeth-
er six weeks prior to the show, February 7, 2017. 
We are counting on you for  a great display of horti-
culture.  Claudia Chopp, Carolyn Honour, Co-Chairs 
 

 

mailto:cdhonour@comcast.net
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                        Garden for a Harvest 

           Beets          Endive       Pole Beans 
           Broccoli          Escarole       Potatoes 
           Cabbage          Kohlrabi       Peppers 
           Carrots          Lettuce       Radishes  
           Cauliflower      Lima Beans      Spinach 
           Collards         Onions       Strawberries 
           Eggplant         Parsley       Tomatoes 

  

The History Park Community Garden  
How Does Your Garden Grow? 

As you can see in the photo, the birdhouse gourd 
vines are taking over the garden at this point (that’s 
mine on the right).  Beans germinated and are now 
fighting for sunlight as the gourd tendrils wrap 
around them.  But, finally there are some gourds set, 
so if all goes well they will grow to maturity and 
eventually provide nesting places for purple martins!  
Other plots have numerous eggplants ready for har-
vest and many plants beginning to bloom. 

 

Feeding Migrating Monarchs 
Monarch butterflies have left the northern parts 
of the US and are on their way south to warmer 
locations.  They will need to feed themselves on 
the way and milkweed is their preferred food 
source.  So if you have an extra patch of dirt, per-
haps consider planting some milkweed. In the 
meantime, you can also help the flitting lovelies 
by providing some butterfly food as follows.   
Method 1 
Butterflies are particularly fond of sliced, rotting 
oranges, grapefruits, strawberries, peaches, nec-
tarines apples, and bananas.  Place the fruit on a 
plate or two and put outdoors.  The mixture can 
be kept moist by adding water or fruit juice. 
Method 2 
Master Gardener Bobbie Truell from Texas A & 
M University recommends this simple alternative 
food source. 

4 parts water 
1 part granulated sugar 

Boil the solution until sugar is dissolved, and then 
let cool. Serve the solution in a shallow container 
with an absorbent material such as paper towels 
saturated with the sugar solution.  Bright yellow 
and orange kitchen scouring pads may be placed 
in the solution to attract butterflies and give 
them a resting place while they drink.  Place the 
feeder among your nectar flowers on a post 
that's 4-6 inches higher than the tallest blooms. 
Extra solution can be stored in your refrigerator 
for up to a week. 
Method 3    (This sounds pretty tasty!) 
From The Butterfly Garden, by Matthew Tekulsky 
(Harvard Common Press, 1985)  

1 pound sugar 
1 or 2 cans stale beer 
3 mashed overripe banana 
1 cup of molasses or syrup 
1 cup of fruit juice 
1 shot of rum 

Mix all ingredients well and paint on trees, fence 
posts, rocks, or stumps–or simply soak a sponge 
in the mixture and hang from a tree-limb. 
Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

Bee a Wildlife Action Hero! 

 

 
Pictured is Elaine LaWell 
with the okra she has 
grown at the History Park 
gardens and pickled.  Her 
bumper crop of okra grew 
to over 6’ tall.   

Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/got-milkweed-it-may-save-the-endangered-monarch-butterfly.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/county/smith/tips/flowers/bflygdn.html
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/county/smith/tips/flowers/bflygdn.html
http://www.amazon.com/Butterfly-Garden-Backyard-Beautiful-Butterflies/dp/0916782697
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November in the Garden 
 

 

Bedding Plants: Create a display of fall colors with cool 
season plants. Some to try are impatiens, strawflower, 
cape daisy, and pansy. Many bulbs like to get their start in 
cool weather. Bulbs to plant this month include amaryllis, 
crinum, and the many varieties of elephant’s ear. Contin-
ue planting herbs from seeds or plants. A wide variety of 
herbs like cooler, dryer weather, including cilantro, dill, 
fennel, parsley, sage, and thyme.  

  

 

 Upcoming Garden Events                        
       Edison Ford Estate 

Monthly Garden Talks 
November 12 ~ Edible Gardens and Food  
                             Forests…..what is that? 
December 10~ Making Terrariums 
  Annual Events  
November 19-20 Edison Ford Garden Festival 

Edison Ford Garden Shoppe Open Daily 
9 a.m.—5 p..m. 

2350 McGregor Blvd., Ft. Myers, FL 
http://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/ 

Our Green Thumbs Grow Gorgeous Gardens 

  

Monthly Garden Workdays  
9:00 a.m. 

   1st Monday-History Park:  Carol Moore, Chair 
     2nd Monday-PG Library:   Elaine LaWell, Chair 
     3rd Monday-Veterans Park:  Suzanne McCormick, Chair  
     4th Monday-Woman’s Club: Carol Moore, Chair 

 Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh how beautiful!' And sitting in the shade.  
Rudyard Kipling  

In order to maintain our public gardens we need all club members who are able 

to help. 

History Park 
501 Shreve Street 

Woman’s Club 

118 Sullivan Street 

424 West Henry Street 

Veterans Park, Nesbit Street 

http://www.edisonfordwinterestates.org/

