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 Dear Celebrators, 

It’s 2017! A new year has arrived, bringing with it a chance for a new beginning. Today is the day we have an 

opportunity to trade old habits for healthy new ones. It is in this spirit that I share a piece I think appropriate 

to ring in our new year. 

Just for Today (author unknown) 

Just for today I will be happy and live through this day only. I will not brood about yesterday or obsess 

about tomorrow. 

 Just for today I will improve my mind. I will learn something useful. I will read something that requires 

effort, thought and concentration. 

Just for today I will make a conscious effort to be agreeable. I will be kind and courteous to those who 

cross my path, and I’ll not speak ill of others. 

Just for today I will refrain from improving anybody but myself. 

Just for today I will do something to improve my health. 

Just for today I will do a good turn and keep it a secret.  

Just for today I will be unafraid. I will be unafraid to enjoy what is beautiful and believe as I give to the 

world, the world will give to me. 

As we celebrate the new year, let me toast each and every one of you! I wish you all a healthy and produc-

tive 2017. Join me in making resolutions that make our Club greener, a service to the community, strong and 

cohesive, innovative, welcoming, creative, fun, interesting and educational. 

Happy New Year! Pat 

Holly Days Home Financial Report Update  
 
Congratulations to all Santa's helpers! Another successful year with over 1700 tickets sold. In addition we 
sold  180 planters & 333 poinsettias and numerous craft items , totaling  over $35,000. After expense we 
should be able to again make a significant contribution to our community: funding scholarships for local stu-
dents. We will also be able to make donations to local agencies and organizations which promote the beau-
tification and improvement of Punta Gorda; encourage the growing of flowers, plants, and shrubbery in 
public and private places;  cooperate in the conservation of natural resources; and promote education in 
these areas. Karen Noonan, Treasurer 

 



2 

 
 

  

General Meeting 

January 18,  1:00 p.m. Refreshments  

1:30 p.m.  Meeting  

Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church 

507 W. Marion Avenue Punta Gorda  

January Program  

Getting Ready for our flower show 

“Games People Play” 

Hopefully you all survived the holidays and will be in dire need of a garden club meeting by the time we get 
to January 18.  In the meantime, I wish you much joy, good health and peace in the coming year. 
Our program for January is a presentation by the flower show co-chairs ,Claudia Chopp and Carolyn Honour, 
on our Standard Flower Show scheduled for March 21.  They have selected a really fun theme this year so 
let’s loosen up and be kids with games again.  It is easy and fun to participate and you have no reason what-
soever to be intimidated.  Jump in!  Have fun!  The program will be a demonstration of the design catego-
ries and how to enter horticulture. For a successful flower show we need member participation.  This year 
instead of a Small Standard Flower Show we have taken it to a higher level and having are a Standard Flow-
er Show.  A Standard Flower Show has more design entries so get your creative juices flowing. 
Also, our March 15th outing will be to the Avon Park Correctional Institute where we will be given a tour of 
their gardens and a presentation from each inmate in charge of a greenhouse.  We support this facility’s 
gardening program and therefore we have a vested interest in it.  Following the tour, they will be con-
ducting a plant sale just for us but we must pay by check so be sure to bring your checkbook.  I am exploring 
chartering a bus to take us to Avon Park since the drive is about 1-1/2 hours.  If we have 30 members the 
bus fare would be $24 but if we have 40 the fare goes down to $18.  Maximum passenger count for the bus 
is 47, so let’s aim for that!  Please be prepared to pay for the bus fare at our January meeting so that we can 
get this booked.  Lunch options are still being explored but we will have a place to eat at the facility.  Our 
outings are always fun and besides the gardening knowledge we gain, it is a great opportunity to make new 
friends in the garden club.  Please plan to join us, we need your participation.   
 
Elaine LaWell, Program Chair 

              January Birthdays 

 Michelle Rigney 1/05 
 Carolyn Honour 1/06 
 Anne Simpson  1/12 
 Carol Nadolski  1/13 
 Peggy Standfield 1/14 
 Joyce Tilden  1/14 
 Debbie Eickhoff 1/21 
 Ginny Wiesman 1/28 
 Malinda Gordy 1/31 
 Ursula Karlen  1/31 

 

January 18, 2017 Hostess Committee 

Carol Moore, Chair 

     Beverly, Connie  Oswald, Judy 
     Boutin, Jackie  Robertson, Sherry 
     Foster, Betsy  Stewerf, Mary 
     Kaletta, Heidi  Sutton, Kathy  
     Khudairi, Sajida  Walsh, Linda 
     Rehling, Bonnie  Yeomans, Mary 
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     Parks That Teach 

January 07 and 18th  at 9:30 a.m.  
  

Meet on the East side of the Fisherman’s Village 
parking lot at the adult fitness area.  This is an in-
formative walk led by Master Gardeners, describ-
ing the plants, both good and bad.  There are new 
things to see this year. The walk lasts about an 
hour along the trail to Shreve St. 

Inspiration, Motivation,  Celebration 

“Do one thing every day that scares you.”  

Eleanor Roosevelt  

Charlotte County Master Gardeners 
Landscape Series 

 
25550 Harborview Rd. 

Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
941-764-4340 

 
January 21—February  11, 2017 

9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 
Phone: 941.764.43402555Phone: 941.764.4340 

Fax: 941.764.4343  
Free to the public 
 
Jan 21 ~ Growing a Healthy Lawn  
Jan 28 ~ Backyard Citrus and Other Fruits  
Feb 04~ Growing Orchids in Florida 
Feb 11~ Florida Friendly Landscaping drought tol-
erant landscapes  

 

Gulf Coast Garden Club Standard Flower Show 

“Destination Paradise, Our Bonita Home” 

 

January 27  2:30—6 p.m. 
January 28  10 a.m.—3 p.m. 

 
United Church of Bonita Springs, 28285 Imperial Pkwy  

Free Admission 
 

Dates to Remember 
Jan 03      Take down FUMC Decorations 
Jan 07-18 Parks that Teach 
Jan 11      Board Meeting 
Jan 18       General Meeting 
Jan 21 & Jan 28 
                   Master Gardeners Landscape Series 
Jan 27-28 Gulf Coast GC Flower Show 
                   Bonita Springs 

         Sarasota Garden Club Standard Flower Show 

                        “Music in Our Gardens” 

 

February 18, 2017  10:00am – 4:00pm 
February 19, 2017     11:00am – 3:00pm 

 
Sarasota Garden Club  

1131 Boulevard of the Arts Sarasota, FL 34236  
 

Free Admission ~ Live Music in Our Gardens  
 

Take Down First United Methodist  Church 

Decorations 

January 3, 2017 

9:30 a.m. 

We will meet to take down the Christmas dec-
orations in both the Sanctuary and the Bryant 
Life Center and pack them away for another 
year.  Please  plan on helping out if you can.   
Please let Sherry Robertson know by con-
tacting her.  tel:  207-231-0431 email:  
shrobe65@yahoo.com 

Board Meeting 

January 11, 2017 

FUMC Room 5 

9:30 a.m. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/44566.Eleanor_Roosevelt
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  Standard Flower Show 
Theme:  “Games People Play” 

When:  March 21, 2017 
Where:  FUMC Fellowship  Hall 

 
Horticulture:  Your horticulture specimen must 
have been in your possession three  months, Decem-
ber 21, 2016, prior to the show.  Combination 
plantings such as dish gardens, and terrariums must 
be grown together six weeks prior to the show, Feb-
ruary 7, 2017. 
We are counting on you for  a great display of horti-
culture.   
Design Categories: 
 
Section A-“Competition”     (Eligible for Designer 
Choice Award) 
 
Class 1   Board Games 
      Panel Design 
Class 2   Cards Anyone? 
      Multi-Rhythmic 
Class 3   Played Outdoors 
                  Any Designs that depicts outdoor games 
 
Section B- “For Small Spaces” (Eligible for Petite 
Award) 
 
Class 4  Dice are nice (min) 
     Any Miniature Design 
Class 5  Puzzles are perfect (sm) 
     Miniature Plaque 
Class 6  Mobile madness (sm) 
              Small Design 
 

At our January meeting we will be going into more 
detail on the designs and entering horticulture. 
 

 

 
Enjoying Your Poinsettia After 
The Holidays 

 
While we may think of the poinsettia as a pot 
plant, keep in mind that it does make a suita-
ble subject for outdoor culture in our area. 
Also, poinsettias are not poisonous, although 
some people are mildly allergic to their sap. 
After you have enjoyed your poinsettia for 
the holiday, harden it off in preparation for 
planting outdoors by slowly acclimating it to 
the outside environment. Select a full-sun 
planting site that will provide a moist, 
welldrained soil. Very important item — lo-
cate a spot that is not near artificial light 
sources such as streetlights or light from win-
dows. If the dark period required for setting 
flowers is interrupted, flowers will form late 
or not at all. Flower buds are usually set by 
early October, as the nights become longer. 
Feed poinsettias monthly applications of a 
complete fertilizer starting in March through 
October. 
Water as needed to keep the soil moderately 
moist. 
Pruning will also help develop a bushy, attrac-
tive plant. Prune poinsettias back to about 18 
inches in the early spring. Pinch new growth 
when it reaches 12 inches so that there are 
four leaves left per stem. Repeat this process 
until Sept. 10 and no later. 
There must be enough time for this final 
growth to mature before setting buds. While 
poinsettias are very sensitive to cold, if freeze 
damage occurs, prune out the truly dead por-
tions in March. The remainder of the plant 
should recover without a problem. 
Don’t be the only one without a poinsettia in 
your yard in 2017. Not only can you treasure 
the blooms at Christmas, but also have a de-
cent tropical shrub that will be ornamentally 
useful for years to come. 

      
     Ralph E. Mitchell is the director/horticulture          

agent for the Charlotte County Extension Service. 

Design Example 

 Miniature Design 
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                          Garden for a Harvest 

Broccoli  Endive  Peas 

Cabbage  Escarole  Peppers 

Cauliflower  Lettuce  Pole Beans 
Chinese Cabbage  Lima Beans Potatoes 
Collards   Onions  Radishes 
Eggplant  Parsley  Snap Beans 

 
The History Park Community Garden  
  How Does Your Garden Grow? 

 
In mid-December TEAM Punta Gorda held a dedica-
tion event for the History Park Community Garden.  
Music, food, and twinkling lights brought almost one 
hundred people together to celebrate this communi-
ty effort.  Garden plots are producing all types of 
produce now, and the pride of each plot “owner” is 
evident in the personalization of many gardens.  My 
own plot is in the midst of a “redo.”  Pepper, toma-
to, and bean plants are thriving and I look forward to 
actually harvesting again.  I pulled the remaining rad-
ishes and shared them with family in Philadelphia.  A 
little rain in Punta Gorda would go a long way to-
ward bringing in a better harvest!  No one can water 
a garden like Mother Nature… 

 

 

WHY POLLINATORS ARE IMPORTANT 

Pollinators, such as most bees and some birds, 
bats, and other insects, play a crucial role in flow-
ering plant reproduction and in the production of 
most fruits and vegetables. 
Examples of crops that are pollinated include ap-
ples, squash, and almonds. Without the assis-
tance of pollinators, most plants cannot produce 
fruits and seeds. The fruits and seeds of flower-
ing plants are an important food source for peo-
ple and wildlife.  Some of the seeds that are not 
eaten will eventually produce new plants, help-
ing to maintain the plant population. 
In the United States pollination by honey bees 
directly or indirectly e.g., pollination required to 
produce seeds for the crop) contributed to over 
$19 billion of crops in 2010. Pollination by other 
insect pollinators contributed to nearly $10 bil-
lion of crops in 2010.  A recent study of the sta-
tus of pollinators in North America by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences found that popula-
tions of honey bees (which are not native to 
North America) and some wild pollinators are 
declining.  Declines in wild pollinators may be a 
result of habitat loss and degradation, while de-
clines in managed bees is linked to disease 
(introduced parasites and pathogens). 

WHAT IS POLLINATION? 

Pollination results when the pollen from the 
male part of the flower (stamen) is moved to the 
female part of the same or another flower 
(stigma) and fertilizes it, resulting in the produc-
tion of fruits and seeds.  Some flowers rely on 
the wind to move pollen, while others rely on 
animals to move pollen.  Animals visit flowers in 
search of food and sometimes even mates, shel-
ter and nest-building materials. Some animals, 
such as many bees, intentionally collect pollen, 
while others, such as many butterflies and birds, 
move pollen incidentally because the pollen 
sticks on their body while they are collecting nec-
tar from the flowers. All of these animals are 
considered pollinators. 
https://www.fws.gov/pollinators/ 

Bee a Wildlife Action Hero! 

Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

 

Tender plants should be planted in protected areas 
near fences or hedges or under trees, if shade 
tolerant, to protect them from cold winds. Well-
drained soil also helps reduce cold damage. You 
may still need to cover them if frost or freeze is 
predicted.  Bring tender plants in containers, such 
as orchids, into an enclosed area like a sunroom or 
the garage. http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/
publications/floridas_fickle_frost.pdf 

http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/publications/floridas_fickle_frost.pdf
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/publications/floridas_fickle_frost.pdf
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January in the Garden 

 
Florida observes Arbor Day on the third Friday of January, 
January 20, 2017. To celebrate, plant a tree in your yard 
or community. Consider a hurricane resistant tree such as 
live oak, bald cypress, cabbage palm, or crapemyrtle.  
A tree with interesting bark such as Gumbo Limbo adds 
interest to the garden. 
Gumbo-limbo (Bursera simaruba) is native to South Flori-
da and other tropical regions of the Americas and will on-
ly grow in the warmest parts of Florida. A large, semi-
evergreen tree, the trunk and branches are thick and cov-
ered with an attractive peeling, coppery-colored bark 
with a shiny, freshly-varnished appearance. The gumbo-
limbo is often referred to as the "tourist tree" because 
locals thought the tree's attractive bark resembled the 
skin of a sunburnt tourist.  
Crapemyrtle: While crapemyrtles do not require pruning, 
removing seed pods, crossing branches and small twiggy 
growth improves the appearance and form of the plant.  
Plants are easy to prune while dormant since the branch 
structure is readily visible without foliage. Pruning while 
plants are dormant also will not interfere with flower bud 
formation since crapemyrtle flowers form on new growth. 
Avoid annual or frequent hard pruning.  http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg266 
Bedding Plants: Plants that can be added to the garden 
during the coolest months include begonia, browallia, lo-
belia, dianthus and dusty miller. 
 

  

 

Monthly Garden Workdays  
9:00 a.m. 

 1st Monday-History Park:  Carol Moore, Chair 
2nd Monday-PG Library:   Elaine LaWell, Chair 
3rd Monday-Veterans Park:  Suzanne McCor-

mick, Chair.  Work is on hold until the City 
completes projects impacting our garden. 

4th Monday-Woman’s Club: Carol Moore, 
Chair 

 
 In order to maintain our public gardens we 

need all club members who are able to help. 
Please check your calendar to see if you 

signed up with Vinita at the October Meeting 

to help at one of the gardens.    

 

  

 

 

 

Bacopa is the white plant found in our poinsettia plant-
ers sold during our Holly Days Home Tour. 
Water Requirements: 
Requires consistently moist soil; do not let dry out be-
tween waterings  
Where to Grow: 
Suitable for growing in containers 
Sun to Partial Shade 
Light Shade 

Bacopa 
Sutera cordata 

Your backyard birds are part of the local eco-
system, and attracting them to your yard 
means planning bird-friendly landscaping, add-
ing fresh, clean water to the yard and choosing 
the best bird feeders and bird houses. If you do 
these things, you will discover benefits such as: 

 Pest Control: Many birds eat a variety of 
insects, including aphids, mosquitoes, spiders 
and other bugs that may not be welcome in a 
yard or garden. Attracting birds encourages 
them to take advantage of this natural food 
source, eliminating the need for harsh chemi-
cal insecticides. 

 Flower Pollination: Hummingbirds, orioles 
and other birds that sip nectar are efficient pol-
linators of garden flowers. This can give flower-
beds an added color boost from extra blooms, 
which will in turn attract even more birds. 

    Weed Control: Finches, towhees and spar-
rows consume great quantities of weed seeds, 
making them effective landscapers to help con-
trol unwanted plants. Planting seed-bearing 
flowers for birds can also give them a natural 
food source to enjoy without needing frequent 
feeder refills.  

Benefits of Birds in Your Backyard 

         Source: http//birdingabout.com 

http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/trees-and-shrubs/trees/gumbo-limbo.html
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg266
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg266
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/mg266
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=bacopa&view=detailv2&&id=6392E0E9829DFEC81337DAC5D1E1606E3CEAC109&selectedIndex=6&ccid=BuOl1Sa5&simid=607993681921181830&thid=OIP.M06e3a5d526b954efe64f42f2d8e309a6o0
http://birding.about.com/od/attractingbirds/a/birdlandscape.htm
http://birding.about.com/od/attractingbirds/a/Seed-Bearing-Flowers-For-Birds.htm
http://birding.about.com/od/attractingbirds/a/Seed-Bearing-Flowers-For-Birds.htm
http/birdingabout.com

