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 Dear Players, 
Games People Play will be the theme of our upcoming Standard Flower Show, scheduled for March 21, 
2017, in the Fellowship Hall of the First United Methodist Church.  What a fun and inspiring theme! So, let’s 
play! 
Garden Clubs present flower shows as a means of providing education, educating both club members and 
the viewing public. A flower show serves as a vehicle to promote the love of gardening. For the member dis-
playing horticulture, you do a bit of research to identify the botanical name of your plant, as well as the com-
mon name.  I often use gardening apps, take a picture of my plant, and like magic I receive  an identifier for a 
mystery plant I deem worthy to submit to the show, but whose name escapes me.  Carolyn Honour is also 
more than willing to help with plant identification and horticulture questions. For those attending the show, 
you get to see and enjoy all types of plants, learning and identifying those you might be interested in adding 
to your collection.  
A flower show stimulates interest in floral design. Although I have shied away from this category previously, I 
am jumping in this year. This theme has served to stimulate playful memories of games played both with 
childhood friends and those in solitude. The category “Mobile Madness” spoke to me! I’ll be creating a small 
design based on a favorite game I play on my phone, Blossom Blast Saga. Floral design certainly provides an 
outlet for creative expression and exploration. Don’t forget if you are involved in the design segment of our 
show, help is only a workshop away. Our own talented Claudia Chopp will be hosting a workshop for design-
ers at her home on Friday, March 1 at 10:00 am. Thank you, Claudia, I need all the help I can get!! 
A flower show promotes civic responsibility by conveying to the community the objectives of NGC (National 
Garden Club). The educational exhibits, aligned with club and NGC objectives, an essential part of every 
show, promote environmental action and responsibility, conservation and personal growth. 
Let’s all share in the beauty of the show, learn from each other, and set new standards of artistic and horti-
cultural excellence.  Yours in the game, Pat, the Player    

 
 

               
    

              Linda Walsh                     3/02 
 Lauri Frost          3/03 
 Marianne Bjorkman        3/05 
 Margita DiLapo         3/12 

 Paula Jenkins            3/21 

 Linda Knowles          3/23 

 Elizabeth Lambert           3/24 

             Mimi Gelding       3/25 

             Linda Potthoff        3/30 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Feb  28      Palm weaving workshop ~History Park 
Mar 01      Mentor Cookies and  Conversation 
Mar 03      Design Workshop 
Mar 07      Horticulture Entries Sheet Due 
Mar 08      Board Meeting 
Mar 15      Field Trip~Avon Park Correctional  
  Institution 
Mar 20      Flower Show set up and entries  
Mar 21      Flower Show 
Apr   01     Clean up at CHEC 

March Birthdays 
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Field Trip to Avon Park Institution, Avon Park, FL 

March 15,  2017 

The February presentation by Mayer Berg of Riverland Nursery in Fort Myers was fun and interesting.  I hope 
all of you will visit his nursery.  I’ve been there several times and look forward to taking some of his free clas-
ses soon.   
Our March meeting is an outing on March 15 to the Avon Park Correctional facility in Avon Park.  A bus will 
leave from the Church at 8:30 a.m.  Please be prompt and park in the church parking lot by Olympia.  There 
will be morning refreshments on the bus; bring your lunch with you.  The cost of the bus is $25; checks paya-
ble to PGGC must be sent to Karen Noonan by March 1.  Bring your checkbook if you plan to purchase plants; 
the facility cannot accept cash.  The bus will have space to bring our plants back.  It should be a very enjoy-
able day.  We support this facility’s Therapy Through Plants program with an annual donation, so let’s go see 
what they do and witness their efforts to train more gardening and landscape professionals.  The Nominating 
Committee’s slate of candidates for the next 2 years will be presented at our brief March meeting, officers 
voted on at the April meeting, and installed at the May luncheon. 
We have had many requests for more workshops.  Claudia Chopp has agreed to teach us palm weaving.  If 
you recall, she had several beautiful woven areca palm fronds at the house she chaired for the Home Tour.  I 
have been wanting to learn how to do this ever since I saw them and I have a spot in my home just waiting 
for them.  The workshop will be held at the History Park on February 28 at 11:00 a.m.  If you did not sign up 
at the February meeting, please let me know if you plan to attend.  Bring an areca palm frond with you.  And 
a big thank you to Claudia for agreeing to fit this into her already overloaded schedule; she remains an amaz-
ing asset and true friend to our club. See you on the bus!  Elaine LaWell, Program Chair 

 

    Cookies and Conversation 
Woman’s Club 

118 Sullivan Street 
  March 1, 2017 

                                                 2 p.m. 
Just a reminder to any new 2015-2017 members, 
please join us for "Cookies and Conversation".  
This is an informal get together to help you know 
more about our club.  You’ll be paired with a men-
tor to help you get to know us.  
Please reply to Susan Pymm, 781-690-0498  
Sue Pymm, Mentor Chair 
  

 Standard Flower Show 
Theme:  “Games People Play” 

When:  March 21, 2017 
Where:  FUMC Fellowship  Hall 

There will  be a workshop at Claudia’s house, 5000 
Riverside Dr., March 3, 10 a.m.   If you are entering a 
design, please attend this work shop.  Please bring 
your materials to work on your design. 
Contact Design Entries Chair, Betsy Foster for ques-
tions.  Email: heroncovestudio@yahoo.com or call 
941-637-0986. 
 

Horticulture:    
Thank you to those who have already entered. The 
March 7 deadline  is just around the corner and your 
horticulture entries sheet is due.   You must submit 
your horticulture in advance.  Remember if your 
specimen doesn't look show worthy, no problem, do 
not bring it the day of the show. 
Remember, nothing invasive. Check the list at http://
www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm 
 
Claudia Chopp, Carolyn Honour Co-Chairs 

 

 Board Meeting 

March 8, 2017 

FUMC Room 5 

9:30 a.m. 

http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm
http://www.fleppc.org/list/list.htm
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Membership 
 

Please welcome our new members 
 

Anita Frumson:  
2308 Via Veneto Dr., PG 33950-6334  Tel:  314-401-7907  
Email:  afrumson@yahoo.com 
Sandy Kirk: 
4318 Mundella Circle, PC 33948-8936 Tel: 405-410-7263  
Email:  sandiaspri@gmail.com 
Linda Knowles: 
1881 Canary Palm Way, North Port, 34288-8660 
Tel:  617-610-3898  Email:  lknowles@mac.com 
Nancy Knaus: 
538 Peeples Dr. PG, 33950-7339 Tel: 413-297-7187 
Email:  nancyknaus@yahoo.com 
Linda Ross: 
225 Surinam St., PG, 33983-5715 Tel:  516-220-2303 
Email:  simply_marv@yahoo.com 
 
New address and email: 
Anne Simpson 
5501 Sabal Palm Lane, PG 33982–2062, Email: 
charlotte4333@gmail.com 

 
Carl Reifeis,  husband of Molly and father of Mary Yeo-
mans passed away February 25, 2017. 

Our member Mary Stewerf is under Hospice care at her 
home. 

 CELEBRATION! Our Past, Today and  

Tomorrow 

A Standard Flower Show 

 

Fort Myers-Lee County Garden Council 

 

March 17, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m 

March 18 , 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

FMLCGC Building, 2166 Virginia Ave 

Fort Myers, FL 

Cinderella—A Standard Flower Show 

Naples Garden Club 

March 24 and 25 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Botanical Garden, 4820 Bayshore Drive,  
Naples, FL  

At the History Park, Sarah Corey is 
busy installing a spiral sculpture 
pathway in our garden.   

DUES NOTICE:  Your $25 dues from June 1, 2017  to May 31, 2018 are payable  now to treas   

urer Karen Noonan.  They are delinquent May 1 and your membership will be dropped.   

Reminder, all Punta Gorda Garden Club members are also a member of Florida Federated Garden Clubs, Inc.  

Twelve dollars of your PGGC dues is remitted to FFGC by our treasurer.  Please go on the FFGC  website: 

www.https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/ and renew your dues after March 1.  Login, click renew and and follow the 

instructions.  If you have not logged in yet and set up a password,  please call Carolyn Honour, 941-575-

8259.  New members in 2017 please do not register on the website.  Your dues for 2017 will be submitted 

after June 1 by the club.  Karen Noonan, Treasurer 

 Please member these 

members in your thoughts and 

prayers. 
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Registration Deadline April 5, 2017 

https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/resources/Pictures/FFGC%202017%

20Convention%20Registration%20Form(1).pdf 

For more information:   
https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/Convention-2017 

Color in the Landscape 

Color is the most noticeable and memorable 
element in the landscape and is usually the 
focus of most homeowners; however, it is typ-
ically a very temporary element, usually lasting 
only a few weeks a year for individual plants. 
Color in plant material and in hardscapes adds 
interest and variety to the landscape and is 
often used as a focal point. Many homeowners 
know at least one color they would like to in-
clude in their gardens, but they are often un-
sure which colors to add to create a pleasing 
color combination. 
Color is found in the flowers, foliage, bark, and 
fruit of plants. Foliage typically provides the 
overall background color for the flower colors. 
Green foliage in all its various shades is the 
dominant color by quantity, but other colors 
capture attention more readily because of 
their high contrast to the color green. Color is 
also found in buildings, rocks, pavers, wood, 
and furniture. Natural materials, such as stone 
and wood, typically have muted colors in vari-
ations of brown, tan, and pale yellow. Bright 
colors in the hardscape are also found in man-
made materials, such as painted furniture, 
brightly colored ceramic containers or sculp-
tures, and glass ornaments. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/LyraEDISServlet?

Monochromatic color scheme with variations of 
violet.  

 

Inspiration, Motivation,  Celebration 

“Keep your face to the sunshine and you can 

never see the shadow.”  

Helen Keller 

Keep Charlotte Beautiful  

The annual Great American Cleanup is coming up! Our 
official day will be April 1st.  The Club has chosen to 
clean up the Elise Hayman's Butterfly Garden, originally 
dedicated by the club in 1990 and rededicated in 2016 
at CHEC. Volunteers should meet at the garden at 9 
a.m.  Bring pruners and rakes.  We will take the debris 
out to Burnt Store Rd. so,  if you can bring a garbage 
can that would be helpful. 

                    Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center 
10941 Burnt Store Rd. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33955 

 
Carolyn Honour and Karen Noonan, Co-Chairs 

https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/resources/Pictures/FFGC%202017%20Convention%20Registration%20Form(1).pdf
https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/resources/Pictures/FFGC%202017%20Convention%20Registration%20Form(1).pdf
https://ffgc.wildapricot.org/Convention-2017
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/LyraEDISServlet?
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        Garden for a Harvest 

 Candidates for planting in the vegetable garden 
are dwindling at this time of year.  Put some of these in 
the ground early in March and enjoy fresh produce in a 
few months. 

   
 Cantaloupe Peppers            Summer Squash 
                Mustard                 Pole Beans      Sweet Potatoes 
                Onions  Radishes           Tomatoes(Heat Tolerant) 
                Okra  String Beans    Watermelon 

The History Park Community Garden  
  How Does Your Garden Grow? 

“Rain, rain, go away… “ the old nursery rhyme says.  
But we need rain badly!  This area is now in a 
“moderate drought” situation, so anything that is 
not within reach of an irrigation system is suffering 
even with hand watering.  Needless to say, the plots 
at the community garden must be tended to fre-
quently in order to see any growth of the plantings.  
The pepper plants in my plot are producing abun-
dantly now, but the tomato plant has fruit that is not 
maturing although it has been on the vine longer 
than should be necessary for ripening.  A variety of 
seedlings have emerged, but it is too soon to tell if 
they will survive long.  Let’s keep our fingers crossed 
for some precipitation this month! 

 

Make a Bee Bath 

Attracting bees to the garden is like hiring a work 
force of full-time gardeners to help produce the 
strongest, most beautiful plants and healthiest 
vegetables. These hardworking insects, along 
with other pollinators, are the smartest things 
you can cultivate in your garden, because they 
will do much of the work for you.  

Creating a bee-friendly garden means more than 
just planting flowers. You certainly want to 
attract them with gorgeous blooms, but while 
they are in your garden you will want to give 
them a place to drink.  Add rocks to a shallow 
dish or bowl so that they sit above clean water to 
give the bees a place to perch. If you have a prob-
lem with aphids, the water will attract beneficial 
insects so place the dish near the plant with the 
aphid problem to help them wash down the 
feast! http://www.ebay.com/gds/Create-a-Bee-Friendly-

Garden-/10000000205295501/g.html?
roken2=ti.pU3RlcGhhbmllIFJvc2U= 

 

Bee a Wildlife Action Hero! 

Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

 

 

 

A bumblebee is now on the endangered species 
list for the first time in a "race against extinc-
tion," the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an-
nounced.  The agency placed the rusty patched 
bumblebee on the list because of a dramatic 
population decline over the past 20 years. Since 
the late 1990s, the population of the species 
has plummeted 87%. 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/
sciencefair/2017/01/10/bumble-bee-
endangered-species/96394450/ 

Rusty Patch Bumble-
Bee placed on the 
endangered list. 

  

  

http://www.ebay.com/gds/Create-a-Bee-Friendly-Garden-/10000000205295501/g.html?roken2=ti.pU3RlcGhhbmllIFJvc2U
http://www.ebay.com/gds/Create-a-Bee-Friendly-Garden-/10000000205295501/g.html?roken2=ti.pU3RlcGhhbmllIFJvc2U
http://www.ebay.com/gds/Create-a-Bee-Friendly-Garden-/10000000205295501/g.html?roken2=ti.pU3RlcGhhbmllIFJvc2U
https://www.fws.gov/midwest/news/861.html
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/sciencefair/2017/01/10/bumble-bee-endangered-species/96394450/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/sciencefair/2017/01/10/bumble-bee-endangered-species/96394450/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/sciencefair/2017/01/10/bumble-bee-endangered-species/96394450/
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March  in the Garden 
Plant of the month: Trumpet Trees—Trumpet trees 
are loved for their dazzling display of blossoms that 
burst forth ahead of their leaves in spring. The com-
mon name refers to the elongated flowers that re-
semble trumpets; depending on the tree, the flow-
ers can be white, yellow, pink or even lavender. 
Traditionally known as Tabebuia, some of these 
trees are now recognized with a different botanical 
name. These Florida-friendly plants grow best in full 
sun and make a stunning addition to landscapes in 
Central and South Florida.  
Disinfecting Garden Tools—Get ready for spring 
and the busy gardening season ahead by taking 
some time to disinfect your horticultural tools. Reg-
ularly disinfecting your tools is a good way to pre-
vent disease from spreading in your landscape. 
There are multiple products available—regardless 
of which you choose, it’s always important to read 
and understand label instructions before using any 
cleaning product.  
Fertilize Responsibly– The label on your bag of fer-
tilizer is an important label you should be reading 
and understanding before using the product. Re-
member, you should only apply as much fertilizer as 
your plants can use. 
https://flmastergardener.wordpress.com/2015/03/ 

  

 

        Monthly Garden Workdays  
9:00 a.m. 

1st Monday-History Park:  Carol Moore, Chair 
 2nd Monday-PG Library:   Elaine LaWell, Chair 
 3rd Monday-Veterans Park:  Suzanne McCor-

mick, Chair  ~None scheduled~ 
   On hold until the City completes projects im-

pacting our garden. 
 4th Monday-Woman’s Club: Carol Moore, Chair 
 Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh how beau-

tiful!’ And sitting in the shade.   
Rudyard Kipling  

In order to maintain our public gardens we 

need all club members who are able to help. 

 

Vegetables, fruits, and herbs are not the only edible 
items that can be harvested from your garden.  Many 
flowers are edible and they make beautiful decora-
tions to enhance food presentation.  For the most 
part, flowers taste much like they smell.  Try a few, 
but be sure to ask if purchased flowers were sprayed 
with pesticides or other chemicals.  Flowers picked in 
your garden should be shaken to remove any insects 
or dirt, washed in a large bowl of cold water, and then 
drained.  Let them air-dry and use immediately or 
store in an airtight container, lined with damp paper 
towels, in the refrigerator for up to a week.  Here are 
a few to taste, but remember that all flowers are not 
edible! 
• Arugula Flowers: Peppery flavor, just like arugula 
leaves. Use in salads or other savory dishes. 
• Chive Blossoms: Delicate, oniony flavor. Use whole 
flowers or separate the individual petals. 
• Hibiscus: Tart and sweet. Often used in teas, cock-
tails, and salads. 
• Jasmine: Very sweet, floral fragrance and flavor. Use 
in teas or desserts. 
• Johnny-Jump-Ups: Minty, almost bubblegum-y fla-
vor. Serve on cakes or with soft mild cheese, like goat 
cheese. 
• Lavender: Floral flavor that's perfume-y and faintly 
citrusy. Use in cocktails, teas, desserts, or other baked 
goods. 
• Lemon Verbena: Light lemon flavor that's well-suited 
for sweet or savory cooking. 
• Marigold: Faint citrus flavor. Try it in a salad. 
• Nasturtiums: Peppery flavor and golden hue. Try 
them on crostini with olive oil, salt, and pepper. 
• Pansies: Use these as garnish — they're so pretty! 
Faint grassy flavor. 
• Squash Blossoms: Mild raw squash taste. Usually 
cooked before eaten. Lightly dust with cornstarch and 
deep fry. 
• Violets: Sweet and floral. Use in dessert or freeze into 

ice cubes for decorative drinking. 
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-
recipes/cooking/tips/a25640/how-to-use-edible-
flowers/ 

 

           Tasty Flowers 

 

https://flmastergardener.wordpress.com/2015/03/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/cooking/tips/a25640/how-to-use-edible-flowers/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/cooking/tips/a25640/how-to-use-edible-flowers/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/cooking/tips/a25640/how-to-use-edible-flowers/

