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 Dear Friends, 
 
As this is my final President’s Message to you, I want to thank you all for allowing me to serve. It has been 
my pleasure and I have learned so much along the way.  
In reflection, we have much to be thankful for this year. PGGC has enjoyed another busy and fruitful year. 
We have made numerous and generous donations, made possible through our presentation of the Holly 
Days Home Tour 2016. We have enjoyed monthly programs, both educational and inspiring. We have en-
joyed fellowship during our meetings, at luncheons, workshops and during the memorable field trip to Avon 
Park Correctional Facility to experience their Therapy Through Plants Program.  We took on the challenge of 
planning and executing yet another stellar Standard Flower Show while learning from the process, sharing 
personal knowledge with one another and adding to our personal repertoires of interest and skills.  We have 
shared cuttings and plants through the Plant Exchange. We have supported each other during times of need 
and pay tribute to those of our members who have passed away. We work side by side to maintain and care 
for our public gardens. We have been educated in all things “Environmental.” We have promoted the educa-
tion of our future generation through our youth projects and scholarships. We have participated in local, Dis-
trict IX, state and national garden club endeavors. 
I look forward to the PGGC 2017-18 year and to our new leadership committee, under the careful guidance 
of Incoming President, Joyce Stanley. 
Yours in the Dirt, Pat 
P.S. My Grandbirds have both hatched! They are fluffy, cute and presently getting their flying lessons from 
both Mom and Dad Mourning Dove. 

 

 

 
 

 
 DUES NOTICE:  Your $25 dues from June 1, 2017  to May 31, 2018 are delinquent   
 May 1.  Your membership will be dropped if you have not paid your dues.   
 

Please let Carolyn Honour, 941-575-8259, cdhonour@comcast.net know if you intend to renew and have 
not.  Please send your check to Carolyn at 1211 Coronado Dr. PG 33950 since I have left for the summer.  
Reminder, all Punta Gorda Garden Club members are also members of Florida Federated Garden Clubs, Inc.  
Twelve dollars of your PGGC dues are remitted to FFGC by our treasurer.  Thank you for helping get our dues 
remitted to FFGC on time.   
Please remember the financial year ends May 31st and if you have outstanding bills for 2016-17 or 2017-
18 please send your request to Carolyn who will have control of the checkbook until I return.   
Karen Noonan, Treasurer 
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Our May meeting will be our Installation of Officers luncheon at the Isles Yacht Club on May 3.  The new offic-
ers that were elected unanimously at our April meeting will be installed and begin the work of laying out a 
plan for the next two years.  It is also the time of year when we get together one last time before many of 
you leave for the summer.  The work will continue, gardens tended, planning proceeding and we look for-
ward to reuniting again in September.  The installation is being planned by Betsy Foster and we can look for-
ward to a lovely luncheon.  It will be fun to see what creativity our ladies bring to their hair accessories.  The 
luncheon begins at 11:00. 
I want to thank all of you for giving me the opportunity to serve as Vice President the past two years.  It has 
been such a pleasure and I am so grateful to all of you for giving me the opportunity.  I look forward to being 
helpful in any way I can to our incoming officers.  Elaine LaWell, 1st Vice President 
 

 

 
 

                                    Spring Luncheon 
                                 Installation of Officers 

                                Isles Yacht Club 
                                                          1780 W. Marion Ave., Punta Gorda 
                                                                                 May 3, 2017 

   

                                                                        11:00 a.m. fellowship 
                                                                           Cash bar available 
                                                                             12:00 Noon lunch 
                               
                                There will be a hair piece adornment of fresh plant material contest. 
                                Prizes for 1—Most creative—2- funniest-3—environmental influence. 
                                                                        Our theme is Bees. 

May Luncheon Committee 
Anne Simpson, Chair 

   Honour, Carolyn 
Jones, Vinita 
Sandler, Pat 
Smith, Cheri 
Tilden, Joyce 
Winslow, Bev 

Incoming Board Meeting 

May 11, 2017 

Elaine LaWell’s 
433 W. Ann St. 

1 p.m. 

Membership 
 

Please welcome  former members who have re-
joined. 
 
Maureen Holland:  23271 Burlingame Ave, PG  
33980-5712, Tel: 941-249-1069, Email:  more-
holle@gmail.com 
Deborah Poloson:  2937 Indian Hollow, San Antonio, 
TX 78261-2015, Tel:  210-288-8789, Email:   
dpoloson@gvtc.com 
Francine Herlovich:  611 Drury Lane, PG  339950-
4120  Tele:  941-637-7649 
 
Cathy Russo:  New email:  cathyrusso95@gmail.com 

Ann Gateff:  New address and tel:  23033 Apt C402, 

Westchester Blvd., PC 33980, Tel: 941-883-6362 
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                      Barbara Drake              5/03 
               Susan Dunn                   5/05 
                 Jan Brady                       5/09  
                       Monica Lucey                5/09   
                    Dianne Felstein            5/12   
                       Betsy Spagnolo             5/22 
                 Elise Haymans              5/24   
                 Shirley Mearns             5/29    
                 Sherry Barrett               5/30 
                  Mary Kay Newnan       5/30 

June Birthdays 
                 Janice Williams             6/01 
         Anita Frumson               6/02 
         Jeanne Meredith           6/03 
         Martha Cloran               6/10 
         Beth Hill                          6/12 
         Joanne Fritz                    6/19 
         Suzanne McCormick     6/19 
                      Agnes West                     6/20 
         Cathy Russo                    6/25 
                      Carol Broad                     6/28 

July Birthdays 
        Sarah Corey                     7/08 
        Pat Ranger                       7/08 
        Sherry Robertson           7/08 
        Shelia Hill                         7/20 
        Molly Reifeis                   7/28 

August Birthdays 
       Maxine Miller                  8/01 
       Kathryn Manczak            8/05 
                    Tinker Damron                 8/06 
                    Gail Edgren                       8/08 
                    Joy Price                            8/17 
                    Karen Noonan                  8/20 
                    Roni Meyer                       8/24 
                    Mary Jo Wilson                8/25 
            

          Celebrating you all year long! 

May Birthdays 

Our incoming President, Joyce Stanley and 

Libby Curnow, FFGC board member, repre-

sented the club at the convention. 

Our Sympathy 

Our member Mary Sterwerf passed away April 1.  
Please remember her family.  A memorial will be 
planned at a later date for Mary. 

            East Elementary  
           Mother’s Day Planting 

                May 5 and  6 
               1 p.m.—3 p.m. 

 
Each May the Punta Gorda Garden Club visits East Ele-
mentary School and works with Ms. Debra Mearns to 
help the children create a gift for Mother’s Day. We set 
up 3 work stations, first the students get a peat pot, 
which they fill with soil, proceed to the next station 
where they pick a plant and plant it and then to the 
third station where they water it. We explain how to 
take care of the plant, be sure they know what it is, 
and remember that not everyone may have a Mother 
to give the plant to but they all have someone to share 
it with.  Thank you to those who volunteered.  Contact 
Marilyn Pachota for more info.  941-575-2378 
 

Sallie Jones Elementary School 
 

Arbor Day will be  celebrated at Sallie Jones Elemen-
tary school with the reading of "The Giving Tree" and 
gifting a tree seedling to the students to take 
home.  We discussed the value of the tree for shade 
and the oxygen it gives to the air and all the others 
benefits of trees.  Marilyn Pachota, Youth Chair 

Dates to remember 
May 3   Installation Luncheon 
May 5-6 East Elementary Moth-
er’s Day Project 
May 29  Epcot International 
Flower Show Ends 
Jun 4-10  National Garden Club 
National Garden Week 

Get Well wishes to Marianne  

Bjorkman and Linda Pothoff 
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 Keep Charlotte Beautiful  

 

Inspiration, Motivation,  Celebration 

Never yet was a springtime, when the buds for-
got to bloom. 

—Margaret Elizabeth Sangster 

On April 1, as part of the Great American Cleanup and 
Keep Charlotte Beautiful, we met at Charlotte Harbor 
Environmental Center and worked on the Elise Hay-
man’s Butterfly Garden.  Adjacent to the garden is a 
Master Gardener demo garden where they plan to  put 
in a rain garden.  Hopefully, we can get in on it and add 
some color to the garden. 

April 3 Workday at the History Park 

 

 

 

Mary Yeomans top picture 
Elaine LaWell,  Sarah Corey and Carol Moore center 

Carol Nadolski, Betty Mosketti, and Elaine LaWell 
bottom picture 

 

Monthly Garden Workdays 

  1st Monday-History Park: Carol   Moore, Chair 

  2nd Monday-PG Library:   Elaine LaWell, Chair 

  3rd Monday-Laishley Park:  Suzanne McCormick, 

Chair  (Work TBA due to construction) 

  4th Monday-Woman’s Club: Carol Moore, Chair 

  Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh how beau-

tiful!' And sitting in the shade.  Rudyard Kipling  
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The History Park Community Garden  
  How Does Your Garden Grow? 

It is that time of year when vegetable gardeners 
need to consider solarizing for 6 to 8 weeks in order 
to kill any pests that have moved in since last year.  
Summer is not the best time of year to be growing 
vegetables due to the impending heat.  So, after 
your last harvest, improve the soil using this environ-
mentally friendly method: 

Clear all plants and weeds from garden bed. 
Saturate the soil to 1-2 feet deep with water. 
Cover with clear medium weight plastic 

sheeting with a UV inhibitor (available at 
Home Depot) tight to the soil. 

Weight down with bricks, lumber, or other 
objects. 

That’s it!  Let the sun’s rays cook plants, weeds, 
weed seeds, nematodes, insects, and fungi, bacte-
ria, etc. that bring diseases to plants in the upper-
most layers of soil.  The solar energy causes physi-
cal, chemical, and biological changes in the soil.  
Your garden will be ready to go for next season! 

 

Bee a Wildlife Action Hero! 

Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

 

 
 

   Gardening for a Harvest 

 

 

 

An important part of vegetable gardening in Florida is 
solarization, but this only takes 6-8 weeks in our sum-
mer heat, so there may be time on the calendar for 
you to grow the following.  There should be plenty of 
rain by then! 

Black-Eyed Peas   Pumpkin 
Cherry Tomatoes  Sweet Potatoes 
Okra    Watermelon 
Pigeon Peas 
 

Celebrate National Pollinator Week this June! 

The King of Butterflies – The Monarch Butterfly 

Monarch butterflies are the most beautiful of all 
butterflies, some say, and are considered the 
“king” of the butterflies, hence the name 
“monarch”. There are lots of very cool things to 
learn about the monarch butterfly. 
 
The Life Cycle(s) of a Monarch Butterfly—
Monarch butterflies go through four stages dur-
ing one life cycle, and through four generations in 
one year. The four generations are actually four 
different butterflies going through these four 
stages during one year until it is time to start over 
again with stage one and generation one. It is 
amazing how the four generations of monarch 
butterflies works out so that the monarch popula-
tion can continue to live on throughout the years, 
but not become overpopulated. 
See more information  at: http://www.monarch-
butterfly.com/#sthash.oVCmGcAz.dpuf 

 

http://www.monarch-butterfly.com/#sthash.oVCmGcAz.dpuf
http://www.monarch-butterfly.com/#sthash.oVCmGcAz.dpuf
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 Spring is in full swing and the Epcot Inter-
national Flower and Garden Festival 
blooms on. Running now through May 
29th, the festival features fun Disney-
themed topiaries, gorgeous gardens, and 
special events in the Festival Center on 
Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, including 
instructional seminars from University of 
Florida experts.  

 

2017 Epcot® International  
Flower & Garden Festival 

 May is a great time to get into the gar-
den and plant heat-loving ornamentals 
like coleus, salvia, and ornamental pep-
pers. Think about which plants in your 
garden will make it through the hot sum-
mer, and which plants will need to be 
changed out with more heat-tolerant 
options such as pentas and vinca.  Don’t 
forget natives. 

 

                                                   Wondrous Water 

 

The average human body is 50 to 65 percent water, so water is vital to our survival.  But, although 
there are about 332,500,000 cubic miles of it on Earth – only one-hundredth of one percent of the 
world's water is readily available for human use.  Here are a few interesting facts about this precious 
liquid: 
     There is more water in the atmosphere than in all of our rivers combined. 
     In a year, the average American residence uses over 100,000 gallons. 
     A running toilet can waste up to 200 gallons of water each day. 
     You can save up to four gallons of water every morning by turning off the tap while you brush 
 your teeth. 
     At one drip per second, a faucet can leak 3,000 gallons in a year. 
     A bath uses up to 70 gallons of water; a five-minute shower uses 10 to 25 gallons. 
     On average, an American resident uses about 100 gallons of water per day. 
     On average, a European resident uses about 50 gallons of water per day. 
     On average, a resident of sub-Saharan Africa uses 2 to 5 gallons of water per day. 
In this time of drought in Southwest Florida, is there anything you can do to save water? 
 
Sources: UN World Water Day; EPA Water Sense; EPA Water 

   In the Garden 

Charlotte County Fertilizer Ordinance 

The Charlotte County Fertilizer Ordinance was written in 
2008 to allow for maintaining healthy landscapes while 
still keeping our water  clean.  The Ordinance was amend-
ed in 2011 with two important changes.  As we approach 
the rainy season here in Charlotte County, please keep in 
mind that as per the County Fertilizer Ordinance No. 2011
-017 http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/fertilizer/
Ord%202011-017%20Fertilizer%20Regulations%
20Amendment.pdf no fertilizer containing Nitrogen or 
Phosphorus may be applied from June 1st to September 
30th to turf or landscape plants.  This period of time is 
known as the “Restricted Season”.  Additionally, there is 
now a limit as to how much Nitrogen can be applied per 
year.  This limit is now no more than 4 pounds of actual 
Nitrogen per 1,000 square feet per year total.  
Please also familiarize yourself with our website on the 
Fertilizer Ordinance and how you can maintain your yard 
as a Florida-Friendly Landscape™ and keep our water re-
sources clean athttp://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/
hort-fertilizer1.htm.  
This Ordinance applies to both homeowners and those 
who apply fertilizer commercially within unincorporated 
Charlotte County. For more information, please contact 
the Charlotte County Extension  Office at 941-764-4340. 

 

http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/learn/en/
http://www.epa.gov/WaterSense/pubs/indoor.html
http://water.epa.gov/learn/kids/drinkingwater/water_trivia_facts.cfm
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/fertilizer/Ord%202011-017%20Fertilizer%20Regulations%20Amendment.pdf
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/fertilizer/Ord%202011-017%20Fertilizer%20Regulations%20Amendment.pdf
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/fertilizer/Ord%202011-017%20Fertilizer%20Regulations%20Amendment.pdf
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/hort-fertilizer1.htm
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/hort-fertilizer1.htm

