
 

 

 

Save the Date! 

Garden Tales 
Punta Gorda Garden Club 

 

Welcome New Members! 

(Add this information to your 
yearbook when you get it!) 

Pat Cavanagh                            
25270 Ojibway Court                     

Punta Gorda                               
33983-6069             

patsycav@yahoo.com                    
941-204-7457 

Carol Knutson                                
814 W. Olympia Avenue                 

Punta Gorda                               
33950-5444    

carol@carolknutson.com              
616-403-7464    

Dottie Williams                          
17357 Foremost Lane                   

Port Charlotte                          
33948-2445                

dotntom@att.net                          

President’s Message 

Dear Garden Friends, 
 

Wow, what a month we have had!  First watching the 
devastation that Hurricane Harvey caused in Texas on TV and 
then anticipating Hurricane Irma heading directly over the 
entire state of Florida.  I know that we were all very frightened, 
even those of us who are Northerners who were not in the path 
of Irma but had property in Florida and were concerned about 
what lay ahead.  Days before Irma hit, no one was sure where it 
would come ashore but the Weather Channel said it was much 
bigger than Charley and knowing that was very scary.  Some of 
you left the State, others hunkered down and stayed, and others 
up North just watched the TV in panic mode.   I hope that all of 
our members are safe and that your homes did not suffer too 
much damage, I know at our condo the electricity was off for a 
while and we have a lot of debris to clean up.   
Because of all of the concerns associated with the hurricane, we 
did cancel the September Board Meeting and will hold our first 
one in October.  Hopefully most of you were able to attend the 
September General Meeting.               Continued on page 2 
 

Board Meeting 

Wed, October 11 

General Meeting 

Wed, October 18 

Refreshments at 
1:00, Meeting at 
1:30 in the  FUMC 

Fall Home and 
Garden Show 

Oct 21st and 22nd 

Charlotte Harbor 
Event Center,    
10:00 until 4:00  

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

9:30 in Room 5 at 
the First United 
Methodist Church 
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Holly Days Home Tour Tickets 
At the October 18 General Meeting each 

member will receive 10 tickets to sell.  We 
ask each member to sell at least 10, but 
many of you sell more.  If you want more 
than 10 please let Carolyn Honour know - 

cdhonour@comcast.net or 941-575-8259. If 
you know you will not be at the meeting, 

please ask a friend to get yours to help with 
the distribution. 

After the meeting if you did not get your 
tickets contact Carolyn Honour. 

 
 
 

Carol Moore has advised me that our gardens fared pretty well with only some general 
clean-up needed, so please try to come and help with the Library, History, and Women’s Club 
Gardens.  The September 16th Coastal Clean-Up was cancelled and rescheduled for October 14th 
and 15th.  Please let Carol Moore know if you will be able to help with this project.  Because of 
the hurricane, there is probably lots of beach cleanup to do and I hope if you are able, you will 
volunteer to help out. 

We will be back in Florida before October 1 – hope to see you all soon! 
Joyce D. Stanley, President 
 

(The photo on page 1 shows my Moon Flowers - they are just beautiful.  I do not plant any seeds 
and they come back in masses every year.  I am going to bring some seeds with me but I am not 
sure if they will grow in Florida or not.) 

President’s Message, continued from p. 1 

General Meeting 
October 18th, 1:00 pm Refreshments, 1:30 pm Meeting 

Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church, 507 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 
 

                                                                        October Program 
 

VEGETABLES!  IN GARDENS – IN CONTAINERS 
Eat Your Veggies – They Are Good For You! 

 
Bob Prier, Master Gardener is going to give us 

advice on what types of vegetable plants you can 
successfully grow in your Florida garden and what types of 
vegetable plants you can grow in containers.      

                  ~  Carol Houston, First Vice President 

Note From the Club Store 
If you have any extra old plant pots please 

bring them to the next meeting and drop them 
off at the Club Store table.  Check out the T 

shirts, Great Grip Gloves, and Garden Notes for 
sale while you are there too!                                   

~ Monica Lucey, 2nd Vice President 

Mark your calendar!  
March 13, 2018          

PGGC Standard Flower 
Show! 
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Trees That Can Withstand Hurricanes 
When choosing a new tree for your Florida landscape, or deciding 

whether to remove a tree, take hurricanes into consideration.  One of 
the best things you can do in your landscape is to plant trees that can 
withstand hurricane-force winds. 

Sand live oaks are the most resistant to wind damage. Other 
good choices include the Southern magnolia, live oak, crape 
myrtle,bald cypress, and sabal palm. These trees are less likely to lose 
limbs or blow over during hurricanes.  Some of the trees with the least 
resistance to wind are sand pine, Chinese elm, water oak, and laurel 
oak. 

Remember that proper planting and care are just as important as tree 
selection. By making smart choices when you choose and plant new trees, you'll avoid costly 
damage later. 
  Trees planted in the last five years and very old, large trees are the most susceptible to 
hurricane damage. Young trees don't have an extensive root system to anchor them in wind, while 
old trees often have some decayed and weak branches. Large trees should be evaluated (checked) 
by a member of the International Society of Arborists (certified arborist) for defects that are not 
visible from the ground. 
  
Quercus geminata, Sand Live Oak 
Best growth is made in moist, acid soil, sand, loam or clay, but the tree is amazingly adapted to 

drought. It also tolerates alkaline soil well. Construction-impacted trees take a long time to 
die, giving Sand Live Oak a reputation for being a tough tree. Once established, Sand Live Oak 
will thrive in almost any location and has very good wind and salt resistance. Sand Live Oak is a 
tough, enduring tree that will respond with vigorous growth to plentiful moisture on well-
drained soil. Trees compartmentalize decay fairly well meaning that once injured, the tree has 
the ability to slow or stop the spread of decay.  Like other Oaks, care must be taken to develop 
a strong branch structure early in the life of the tree. (Q. geminata (Sand Live Oak) is more salt 
tolerant than Q. virginiana. Q. geminata tends to root sucker more than Q. virginiana.)  Oak 
wood is considered ring porous to semi-ring porous. Oaks serve as hosts for the gray hairstreak 
(Strymon melinus) butterfly.     Paula Jenkins, Horticulture Chair 

PGGC Standard Flower Show – “Our Favorite Days” 
March 13, 2018 

Design Classes 
1. New Years Celebration 
2. Special Valentines Day 
3.  A Happy Easter 
4.  The Fourth of July 
5.  Merry Christmas 
 
(Four entries in each class for 
a total of 20.) 

Artistic Crafts 
1. Invitations to a Birthday Party 
(handmade) 
2. A Memorial Day picnic basket(decorated) 
3. A Thanksgiving Candle Ring 
 
(Four entries in each class for a total 
of 12.)) 

More design and horticultural information to follow!   
~ Claudia Chopp and Carolyn Honour, Flower Show Co-Chairs 
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On October 21st and 22nd, Phase I – the 
Sculpture Garden of the Peace River Botanical 

& Sculpture Gardens in Punta Gorda will be 
open to the public!   The Tetrault Family 

Foundation has provided one of the largest 
endowments for public botanical gardens in 

the State of Florida and will continue to 
provide funding to ensure ongoing 

improvement of the Gardens.  A fifty-million-
year-old stone palm frond fossil serves as the 

inspiration for the logo and signature sculpture 
for these spectacular waterfront gardens that 

encompass 27 acres.   
Seven sculptures by internationally-renowned 

artists range from a 21,000-pound “Steel 
Palm” by Boston artist Jacob Kulin to 

“Ostriches” – two 20-foot tall human forms by 
Mr. Yu Zhaoyang from The People’s Republic of 
China. “Keel,” a massive lava stone structure 

is by Turkish artist Kemal Tufan.  This 
waterfront oasis will eventually encompass the 

diversity of five ecosystems including 
marshlands, wetlands, mangroves, uplands, a 

tidal basin and an island amphitheater.  
Flowering trees and plants will bloom 

throughout the year, and more than 15,000 sq. 
ft. of boardwalks and docks are planned to 

provide optimum viewing of the park’s massive 
sculptures.  Check the website for more 

information! 
Taken from:  peacerivergardens.org 

Opening of the 
Peace River Botanical & Sculpture 

Gardens 

A one-day gardening symposium will be held 
Saturday, October 28, 2007, from 9:00am- 
3:15pm. This program is sponsored by the 

Charlotte County Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteers. Four sessions of workshops are 

being offered. Classes include: Enchanting Fairy 
Gardens; Shade Gardening; Growing Bromeliads; 

Vegetable Gardening; Bees and Honey; 
Poisonous Plants; and Holiday Décor with Plant 

Material. Each session will last an hour, allowing 
time for questions. The program costs $25.00 
and includes lunch. It will be held at the East 
Port Environmental Campus, located at 25550 

Harbor View Road in Port Charlotte. Pre-
registration by October 23rd is required. 

Contact the Charlotte County Extension Service 
to receive a brochure at 941.764.4340 or access 

the application here: 
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/  

Master Gardener Symposium 

Well, maybe not too wild, but you can take a 
walk along The “Parks that Teach” corridor of 

the City’s Punta Gorda’s Pathways. Guided 
tours are led by the University of Florida’s 
Master Gardeners who have completed an 

extensive training course in gardening.  As you 
walk, view the unique ecosystems of the 

mangroves, identify trees and shrubs, and learn 
how these plants can fit into your home 

landscape. In addition, experience the habitats 
that support many different Florida creatures 

including alligators, wading birds, turtles, fish, 
raccoons, and crabs.  The Master Gardener 

guides will introduce native, non-native Florida 
Friendly (good to plant ) and invasive plants 

(not good to plant) and the difference between 
them.  The 1.5 hour tours are free and are held 
on the first Saturday and third Wednesday each 

month.  Wear comfortable shoes and bring 
water.  Meet at 9:30 am at the Fitness Zone by 

Fisherman’s Village. 
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How Do Palm Trees 
Survive Hurricanes? 

    Unfortunately many photos and 
videos of palm trees being pummeled 
by wind gusts have been in the news 
lately.  Why can these trees withstand 

such conditions while others cannot? Plant Ecologist Dan 
Metcalfe explains that the tall slender members of the botanical 
family Arecaceae have three important characteristics that help 
them survive stormy conditions: 
 
#1 Most palm trees have a large number of short roots 
spread across the top of the soil.  These create a larger surface 
connected to the root ball than if there were just a few very 
strong roots.  The base acts as a heavy anchor to keep the tree 
in place.  
 
#2 The trunk of a pine or oak tree grows in a radial pattern; 
the annual rings are really a series of hollow cylinders inside 
each other. The trunk of a palm tree is made of many bundles 
of woody fibers.  Oak trees can support a very large weight of 
branches and leaves, but they are not flexible.  Palms can bend 
over 40-50 degrees without snapping, but won’t support as 
much foliage.  
 
#3 Most trees rely on a large canopy of branches and leaves 
to spread out and take in as much sunlight as possible.  In a bad 
storm, the heavy, wet canopy can act as a sail and pull the tree 
over, branches can easily break off, or the trunk may snap.  
Palm trees have no wide-spreading branches.  Instead they 
sport huge leaves with a central, flexible spine.  In nice 
weather the fronds spread out and make a fine canopy, but 
when winds are strong they “fold up.”  With less resistance 
against the elements they are much more likely to make it 
through intact. Some fronds will blow off, but this is not as 
damaging to the tree as if a whole canopy broke off an oak 
tree.  
Mother Nature has a way of helping plants 
adapt to the conditions in which they live.  
Palms are a good example of this.  Check 
out the Hurricane Charley sculpture in 
Laishley Park next time you are there! 

 

October Hostess  
Committee 

Gail Edgren, Chair  
Jan Brady                        

Sandy Bruglio                  
Louise DiNino                    
Joanne Fritz                        
Ann Gateff                        
Vinita Jones                    
Monica Lucey                      
Cathy Rusoo                     

Peggy Stanfield                 
Terry Tunkavige            
Caroline Wooters 

If you are unable to fulfill your 
commitment for your assigned 

month, you will be responsible for � 
a $10 donation to offset the 

expenses.  Please get this amount 
to the chair.                                   
Thank you. 

October Birthday 
Wishes  

Nancy Kraus   10/1             
Nancy Bandler  10/11 
Marion Wester 10/11               
Heidi Kaletta  10/12           
Maureen Holland 10/22             
Terry Tunkavige 10/22 
Bonnie Verminski 10/24 
Carol Houston 10/30 

Source:		
https://www.treehugger.com/natu
ral-sciences/how-do-palm-trees-
survive-hurricanes.html 

~	Mary	Yeomans,	Environmental	Chair	



 

 

 
  

 
Epsom Salt can be very useful in your garden!  It is composed of 
magnesium sulfate, and so can aid in the prevention of magnesium 
deficiency, which becomes obvious when leaves on shrubs curl or if 
they yellow.  Magnesium is required for the production of 
chlorophyll in the leaves.  Tomatoes, peppers, and fruit and nut 
trees benefit from the application of Epsom salts for higher yield 
and sweeter fruit.  And it helps in germination and nutrient 
absorption.  Granules can be spread under trees, bushes, and 
plants, or they may be dissolved in water and applied directly to 
the leaves.  Amounts vary depending on your goal.                          
~   Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

Did You Know… 

Nine Principles of Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ 

 
1 Right Plant, Right Place 
2 Water Efficiently 
3 Fertilize Appropriately 
4 Mulch 
5 Attract Wildlife 
6 Control Yard Pests Responsibly 
7 Recycle 
8 Reduce Stormwater Runoff 
9 Protect the Waterfront 

 
Restrictions on the use of fertilizers in your 
gardens and yard end as of October 1.  Learn 
more about this ordinance at:  
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/hort
-04-fyn.html. 
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Monthly	Garden	Workdays			

Please	arrive	before	8:30	am.																																															
We	are	usually	finished	in	less	than	two	hours!																								

1st	Monday	-	History	Park		-	Sarah	Corey,	Chair		

2nd	Monday	-	PG	Library				-	Betty	Mosketti	and	Carol	
Nadolsky	Chairs	

3rd	Monday	-	Laishley	Park		-	still	on	hold 

4th	Monday	-	Woman’s	Club				Carol	Moore,	Chair	

Gardens	are	not	made	by	singing	'Oh	how	beautiful!'	
and	sitting	in	the	shade.																																																				

~		Rudyard	Kipling 

Please	join	us	if	you	are	able	to	help	out!	
	

The	deadline	for	the	November	newsletter	articles	is	
October	20,	2017.			Submit	any	items	of	interest	or	
photographs	to	Mary	Yeomans,	Newsletter	Editor,		

mymrsphysics@aol.com. 

Source:  http://www.naturallivingideas.com/10-
incredible-uses-for-epsom-salt-in-the-garden/ 


