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GARDENING FOR TOMORROW 

President’s Message 

Dear Garden Friends,    
        
 I felt so lazy yesterday and the phrase came to me, “Dog 
Days of Summer.”  Of course I assumed the phrase meant that it 
was so devastatingly hot that dogs would lie around on the asphalt, 
panting.  My curiosity got the best of me and, of course, there is no 
unanswered questions when Google is around.  To the Greeks and 
Romans, the “dog days” occurred around the day when the star 
Sirius appeared to rise just before the sun, in late July.  They 
referred to these days as the hottest time of the year, a period that 
could bring fever, or even catastrophe.  Goggle says the “dog days 
of summer” are from July 22nd – August 23rd so I guess we are 
definitely in the “Dog Days of Summer” mood.  
 The Club is preparing for a few upcoming events, The 
Coastal Clean-Up on Sept. 16th, the Home and Garden Show on 
Oct. 21st and 22nd and of course our large fundraiser, the Holly 
Days Home Tour.  Carol Moore is sending out the schedule for 
your participation in the Home Tour and also the Hostess Schedule 
for the 2017-2018 Year.  Please mark these dates on your calendar 
and  be prepared to help with these projects.  The strength of our 
club depends on its members so let’s all step forward and give it our 
best effort and time.      
      Continued on page 2 

Save	the	Date!	
Sept 13, 2017 

Sept 16, 2017 

Sept 20, 2017 

Board Meeting 

9:30 am in Room 5 at 

First United Methodist 
Church 

Coastal Cleanup 

Help keep Charlotte 
Harbor clean!   Sign up 

with Carol Moore:  
carol25582002@gmail.com	

General Meeting 

Refreshments  at 1:00 pm, 
Meeting at 1:30  in 

Fellowship Hall at FUMC 

     

www.pggc.org 

Punta Gorda Garden Club 

Garden Tales 

Members	of	Florida	Federation	of	
Garden	Clubs	and	National	Garden	

Clubs,	Inc.	

		
First Vice President and Program Chair Carol Houston, Past  

1st VP and Program Chair Elaine LaWell, and Past Co-
President Pat Sandler visited Selby Gardens to preview the 

location for our March 2018 Field Trip. Plan to join us! 
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General Meeting 
September 20th, 1:00 pm Refreshments, 1:30 pm Meeting 

Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church, 507 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 

    September Program 

   ORCHIDS, AIR PLANTS AND LIVING LOGS, “OH MY!” 

   “Why does my Orchid not look as lovely anymore”? 

Our September guest speaker will, I am sure, have some answers for us 
and lots of interesting facts and useful information.   Jayne or Jacki 

from Sundance Orchids located in Ft. Myers will speak about orchids 
and airplants and will also demonstrate the assembly of one of their 
Living Log Kits, which include Mopani wood from South Africa.              

~Carol Houston, 1st Vice President and Program Chair 

 

Did You Know…? 

1

Distilled White Vinegar has many beneficial uses in the garden!  And, it is 
inexpensive and easy to find.  Pour it full-strength on unwanted weeds, especially in 
walkways and cracks.  Water acid-loving plants like azaleas and gardenias with a cup of vinegar in one 
gallon of water.  Chase away unwanted ants by spraying them or their trails with vinegar every week or 
so.  Rabbits and cats also do not like vinegar.  Soak corn cobs or cotton balls in vinegar and place around 
a garden to keep them away.  Kill slugs by spraying with a solution of 50% vinegar and 50% water.  Be 
careful where you spray or pour vinegar because it may kill plants that you want to keep!  Vinegar also 
serves as a fungicide, so a half-strength solution can be used to soak garden tools after use to prevent cross-
contamination.  And a weaker solution of 3 T of vinegar in a gallon of water will control fungal diseases 
and powdery mildew if sprayed on rose bushes and other plants.  Keep a supply of this helpful liquid 
around for your garden’s sake.                  ~ Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

Sources:   http://www.orchidcarelady.com/25-clever-uses-for-vinegar-in-the-garden/  
    http://www.countryfarm-lifestyles.com/Gardening-with-Vinegar.html 
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President’s Message, Continued from page 1 

    Meanwhile, the “Naked Ladies” are popping up all over Crown Point, IN.  This is the slang name 
for the “Amaryllis Belladona”.  In early Spring, a leafy growth will appear and then it dies away.  Then in 
August, a single tubular, hollow stalk comes up with the lily proudly displayed atop.  (see photo page 1).  
They are also called Resurrection Lily, August Lily, Surprise Lily or Pink Spider Lily.  They are quite 
beautiful and seem to come up overnight.  It is amazing and impressive to drive around town and see so 
many in the local yards.           
 Well, I will sign off and get busy packing.  We leave for New York City in the morning for a 
week’s vacation.  By the time you get this newsletter, I will be back so I hope I had a good time! 

NYC here I come!  ~Joyce Stanley, President
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Monthly	Garden	Workdays			

Please	arrive	before	8:30	am.																																												
We	are	usually	finished	in	less	than	two	hours!																								

1st	Monday	-	History	Park		-	Carol	Moore,	Chair		

2nd	Monday	-	PG	Library				-	Elaine	LaWell,	Chair		

3rd	Monday	-	Laishley	Park		-	Suzanne	McCormick,	Chair																
(on	hold	until	city	work	is	finished) 

4th	Monday	-	Woman’s	Club				Carol	Moore,	Chair	

Gardens	are	not	made	by	singing	'Oh	how	
beautiful!'	and	sitting	in	the	shade.																													

~		Rudyard	Kipling 

Please	join	us	if	you	are	able	to	help	out! 

Congratulations to Publix! 
Congratulations and thank you to Publix! They are voluntarily phasing 
out plastic bags in their Coral Gables, Florida stores. They are giving 

away branded reusable Publix bags for free! This is an incredible example 
of activism influencing a major business. They are finishing up their 

plastic bag inventory and then they'll be gone forever. Let's get them some 
positive PR! Do you want your store to be next on their list to phase out 
plastic bags?   I'm thinking it would be a wonderful way to open our new 

Publix with no plastic bags.                    ~  Judy Schnabel, Nextdoor 

The Fall Home and Garden Show is scheduled 
for October 21 and 22.  Volunteers will be needed 
to “woman” the PGGC table.  Please sign up at 
the Club Store table at the September meeting! 

      Also, if you have any extra old plant pots 
please bring them to the next meeting and drop 

them off at the Club Store table.  Check out the T 
shirts, Great Grip Gloves, and Garden Notes for 

sale while you are there too!                                   
~ Monica Lucey, 2nd Vice President 

Our condolences to the family of Shirley Mearns, 
long-time member of PGGC.  Shirley will be 

dearly missed by all of our club members. 
 

						Now	is	the	time	to	try	out	those	new	
cookie	recipes	for	your	donation	for	the	
Holly	Days	Home	Tour	refreshments.		
Check	your	cookbooks	and	online	for	
some	new	and	different	recipes!		
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2017 Holly Days Home Tour  

December 1 & 2, 2017 
“Christmas Memories” 

 

258 Shreve Street   Owners, Amanda & Toby Brashear 
      Co chairs, Claudia Chopp & Marianne Bjorkman 

725 West Virginia   Owners, Karin & Tim Stewart 
      Co chairs, Vinita Jones & Molly Reifeis 

115 Gill Street   Owner, Diane Williams 
Co chairs, Sarah Corey & Pat Juliano 

303 West Grace     Owners, Tom & Cindy Kaminski 
Co chairs, Dianne Felstein & Barbara Drake 

As you should know by now, the Home Tour assignments are completed and each of you has 
something to do to help make this event a success. It takes a lot of work to make this happen - decorating 
the houses, setting up poinsettias for sale, getting food ready, decorating the church, and working on Dec. 
1st  and/or 2nd as a docent at a house or as a hostess at the church. Whatever your assignment, please show 
up and get involved! 

If you are assigned to an activity that takes place only on the two event days, you may want to 
consider helping one of the four teams that are decorating the houses. It is a big job; those who help with 
decorating also work two shifts as docents in their house so extra help is much appreciated. Working one 
shift on an event day, while it is a help, does not accomplish much in the huge tasks that lead up the event.  

It seems that involvement in the Home Tour is waning, something we cannot let happen if we 
want to continue the event, which is the major fundraiser for our club. It cannot be stressed enough how 
much we need your help; there is always something you can do. Get involved, participate, get to know 
your fellow club members better, learn something new, and have fun! That is what this Club is really 
about!                                                                                                                                                                                         
~                                                                     ~Elaine LaWell and Carol Moore, Holly Days Home Tour Co-Chairs 

  

 

Our March 13, 2018 Standard Flower Show will 
be following the new handbook.  By buying in 
bulk members can save approximately $5.  The 

order will be placed after the September General 
Meeting.  If you want one and will not be back, 
mail a check for $28 to Carolyn Honour, 1211 

Coronado Dr., Punta Gorda, FL 33950. 
~Flower Show Co-Chairs, Claudia Chopp and 

Carolyn Honour 

2017 NGC Flower 
Show 

Handbook  

The opening of the Peace River Botanical and 
Sculpture Gardens is set for October!  Most of 
the work is done by volunteers, and more are 

needed to help with the gardens in many ways.  
Please consider giving some of your time and 

expertise to this worthwhile organization! 

Call Cate Peterson at 941-626-9140.  Perhaps 
you can find some gardening buddies and set up 

a time for your group to help out! 

Garden Helpers 
Needed! 
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September Hostess  
Committee 

September 
Birthday Wishes 

Susan Pymm   9/05             
Betsy Mosketti  9/14 
Marge Town   9/16               
Bev Robbins   9/17           
Nancy French  9/17             
Pat Sandler   9/21 

Mary Kay Newman, Chair 

Marian Bandler                  
Linda Cedrone                   
Sarah Corey                        

Anita Frumson                       
Joy Price                         

Bonnie Rehling                
Agnes West                     

Marion Wester                  
Janice Williams 

If you are unable to fulfill 
your commitment for your 

assigned month, you will be 
responsible for� a $10 donation 
to offset the expenses.  Please 
get this amount to the chair.                                   

Thank you. 

Thinning	prolific	garden	plants?		Too	
many	seedlings	survive?		Pruning	a	

shrub	that	will	root?		Bring	
specimens	to	the	next	meeting	to	
share	with	other	members.		Put	
them	on	the	Plant	Exchange	table	

when	you	arrive.																													
Share	your	Green	Thumb!	

sffuncheap.com 

Memorial for Mary Sterwerf 

Mary Sterwerf passed away April 1, 
2017.  Mary’s wish was to have a tree in 
her memory in the History Park and that 
wish has been granted.  The red jatropha 
tree is in the History Park Garden.  This 

particular garden was Mary’s favorite 
garden and she took loving care of it.  She 
often went down to the garden to trim and 
make sure the weeds were not overrunning 
her garden.  Mary was a character and she 
loved gardening and we enjoyed gardening with her.  Mary’s memorial 
will be some time in November when many of our members who knew 

her well will be returning.  The members of the Orchid Club will be 
invited also as orchids were Mary’s passion.                          ~Carol Moore 

Aquilegia caerules 

  

The white and lavender Columbine, Aquilegia caerules, was 
adopted as the official state flower on April 4, 1899 by an act of the 
General Assembly. In 1925, the General Assembly made it the duty 
of all citizens to protect this rare species from needless destruction 
or waste. To further protect this fragile flower, the law prohibits 

digging or uprooting the flower on public lands and limits the 
gathering of buds, blossoms and stems to 25 in one day. It is 

unlawful to pick the columbine on private land without consent of 
the land owner.                                                                                           

~                                                           ~Paula Jenkins, Horticulture Chair 
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Project Happiness 

The	deadline	for	the	October	newsletter	articles	is	
September	20,	2017.			Submit	any	items	of	interest	
or	photographs	to	Mary	Yeomans,	Newsletter	

Editor,		mymrsphysics@aol.com. 

Honey bees are having a tough time surviving these days.  
Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) occurs too frequently and 

its cause is not known.  It probably is a combination of a 
number of stressors including toxic pesticides, habitat 

changes, disease, stress, and the blood-sucking varroa mite.  
This small parasite attaches itself to the bee and lives on its 
blood until the bee dies.  The chemicals that can be used to 
kill the mites also kill bees, so they aren’t the answer.  But, 
researchers have found a mushroom that can be ground up 

and made into a sugary “tea” that can be fed to the bees and 
it kills the mites! 

Check out this promising method at the following link:  
https://www.treehugger.com/sustainable-agriculture/how-

mushrooms-might-save-honey-bee.html. 

~ Mary Yeomans, Environmental  Chair 

Mushrooms “Mite” Be The Answer! 

Please contact Carol Moore (email 
carol25582002@gmail.com) if you are interested in 

joining our volunteer group!  What a great way to keep 
our waterfront clean, and you get a free T shirt! 

Mark your calendar!  
March 13, 2018          

PGGC Standard Flower 
Show! 


