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Save the Date! 

Jan 10, 
2018 

Jan 17, 
2018 

President’s Message 
Dear Garden Friends, 

Whew, we made it and I hope everyone is 
breathing a sigh of relief that our Home 
Tour is over and it was a huge success!  I 
want to thank all who were involved but 
Carol Moore and Elaine Lawell, the chairpersons for this 
event, did a spectacular job along with all of the other members and 
volunteers who helped decorate the homes, bake the cookies, welcome 
all of the attendees and so much more.  At the General Meeting in 
January we should have a final total as to how much profit we were 
able to make which of course will go towards our student scholarships 
and community activities.  Again, thanks to all involved. A Job Well 
Done!! 

Unfortunately, I had to fly back to Indiana on the morning of Friday, 
Dec. 1st as my son was in the hospital so I missed seeing the houses, 
but I have been looking at pictures that everyone took and the houses 
were so pretty and I have been hearing good comments from some of 
my friends who visited the homes.  My son is home from the hospital 
and on a lot of medication and it will be a long road to recovery. 
Thanks so much for all of your prayers and e-mails - they really helped 
me keep my sanity during this difficult time.   

Continued on Page 2 

GARDENING FOR TOMORROW 

www.pggc.org 

The Punta Gorda Garden Club was founded in 1949 and federated in 1950.   
We are members of Florida Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. District IX, Florida 

Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc; Deep South Region National Garden Clubs, Inc., and 
National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

PGGC Board 
Meeting, 9:30 am 
in Room 5 at FUMC 

General Meeting, 
Refreshments at 
1:00 pm, Meeting 
at 1:30 in 
Fellowship Hall at 
FUMC 

Jan 3, 
2018 

9:00 am, Help     
De-Decorate First 
United Methodist 
Church 

Jan 20 & 
21, 2018 

Home & Garden 
Show, Charlotte 
Harbor Event 
Center, 11:00-5:00 
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President’s Message, continued from Page 1 
When you are available, please make sure to come out and help at our Community Gardens.  This is a great 
way for new members to get to know more about the club and our gardens and work with our trusted and true 
members who volunteer at these gardens.  See later in the newsletter for the Monday schedules and times. 

JoAnn Fritz needs volunteers for the Home & Garden Show on Jan. 20th and 21st, 2018 at the Charlotte Harbor 
Event Center.  If you can, please volunteer to help “wo-man” the table for our club.  This is an excellent 
opportunity for public relations and a good way to recruit new members. 

I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and are looking forward to a Bright New Year with lots of beautiful 
flowers, gardens to dig in, and lots of sun and fun with all of your garden buddies. 

Joyce D. Stanley, President 

(For those of you who miss the snow - When I was home I took the photo on page 1 looking out my front 
door.  It was definitely snowy and cold and I am so glad to be back in the nice Florida weather. Brrrr!!!) 

Help Needed to “De-Decorate” FUMC 
Thank you to all who helped decorate the FUMC buildings: the Church, the 
Life Center, two gazebos and three Christmas trees. The trees were decorated 
with Chrismons (ornaments with Christian symbols) an FUMC tradition. We 

placed garland on 10 windows and around the gazebos, added wreaths and 
bows everywhere. It took 12 of us about half a day and Elaine LaWell 

returned the following day to add finishing touches to the trees in the Life 
Center. Now it’s time to take it all down - the date is January 3rd at 9:00 AM, 
not January 2nd as previously published in the newsletter. So hopefully many 

of you will come again to help. Please contact Karen Noonan at 941-505-2803 
or Karen_noonan@hotmail.com if you can help. 

January Program 

INFORMATION ON THE NGC STANDARD FLOWER SHOW 
March 13, 2018 

Claudia Chopp and Carolyn Honour will present the working 
flower show schedule and demonstrate the designs.   They 
will ask members to sign up for the design categories.   For 

those who sign up for the design categories, Claudia will 
have a workshop for the designers on a future date to bring 

their designs to work on. 

    ~ Carol Houston, First Vice President 

General Meeting 
January 17, 1:00 pm Refreshments, 1:30 pm Meeting 

Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist Church, 507 W. Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda 
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What a Holly Days tour this was, our 24th year.  We 
set some records, including revenue.  The over-the-
top decorations and new innovations at the houses 
are what brings our guests back year after year.  It is 
always exciting to see our town bustling with the 
activity of those attending the tour.  It takes a lot of 
teamwork to prepare for this event.  We could not 
pull off this amazing feat without the help of all of 
you and we sincerely thank each of you.   
Our house chairs and co-chairs were amazing, 
providing fun workdays, how-to training, making 
sure their team members enjoyed the experience and 
formed new friendships, and pulling off homes that 
feature amazing fresh ideas once again, all this while 
staying within the budget and getting this 
monumental task done on schedule.  The team 
members who worked tirelessly on decorations for 
their houses put in countless hours.  Without this 
effort we would not meet with the level of success 
we achieve with our only fundraiser as a 
club.  Team members are rewarded with new skills, 
a sense of pride in what has been created, and the 
formation of wonderful friendships.    
Also, a huge thanks to all of you who were docents 
at our houses, especially to those ladies who work 
tirelessly on decorations and then also put in shifts 
as docents.  This is an essential piece of the 
tour.  Hopefully our docents all enjoyed sharing 
information on the homes and the decorations as 
well as enthusiasm for our Garden Club.  Each year 
we struggle with not enough docents and to those 
who think they cannot do this, let me tell you, that 
you are missing out on a really great time.  I 
personally look forward to and have so much fun 
doing my turn as a docent.  
Our publicity team of Betsy Foster and Bonnie 
Verminski did an outstanding job this year.  We had 
great coverage on the event and lots of press.  Looks 
like it all paid off.  Thanks	Betsy and Bonnie.  
Carolyn Honour gave us lovely tickets and 
organized the distribution and collection of them 
with our members.  Ticket sales are part of our 
obligation as garden club members; Carolyn has  

Thanks for a Great Home Tour! 
been handling this big task efficiently for a number 
of years.  We also owe a thank you to Janet 
Robinson who once again provided the lovely 
renderings of our houses.  And how would we 
manage without the accurate and timely service 
provided by Karen Noonan, our money 
guru.  Keeping track of the expenses as well as 
handling all the money taken in on the home tour is 
a big job, and is in very competent hands.  
We are lucky to have Paula Jenkins, who 
competently handles refreshments at the	
church.  Her organization skills and cheerful 
attitude show that we have the right person in the 
right job. This is her second year handling this 
hectic job and she clearly knows what needs to be 
done and follows through with her team to provide 
a nice refreshing break	for our guests.    
We owe a big thank you to Monica Lucey who had 
a monumental task in getting poinsettias to sell this 
year.  It was quite a challenge and Monica worked 
hard at seeing that we had nice plants to sell at the 
church and even wrestled to get delivery at the very 
last minute.  Hurricane Irma did quite a job on 
poinsettias in Florida this year, but we nevertheless 
had lovely plants to sell.  We hope that next year it 
will be a much easier task for the chair.  Also, we 
need to thank Louise DiNino who has handled our 
plant sales at the church for many years, along with 
Linda Walsh, who stepped up to assist at the last 
minute.  They both know the job and handle it with 
ease.     
2018 is our 25th anniversary for the home tour and 
we need to make it extra special.  Your	thoughts 
and ideas would be appreciated.  Some current 
thoughts are for a cookie recipe book as well as a 
much- requested how-to book showing some of our 
decorations, past and present.  The good news is we 
came out of this year’s home tour with leads on five 
or six houses for next	year.  We know how to do 
this, ladies.  And we know it takes a lot of time and 
hard work.  But the rewards are many.  We can do 
this.  We are	women; we are strong.                  
~Carol Moore & Elaine LaWell, Home Tour Co-Chairs 



 

 
4 

Garden Tales January 2018 

 

January Hostess 
Committee 

Carol Moore, Chair 

Carol Broad                   
Jeannette Fowler                   

Vera Harris                           
Heidi Kaletta                   

Kathryn Manczak              
Marge Town                         

Betty Mosketti                      
Carol Nadolski                   
Karen Noonan                      
Judy Oswald                         

Betsy Spagnolo                     
Mary Yeomans 

If you are unable to fulfill 
your commitment for your 

assigned month, please notify 
the chair.                                   
Thank you. 

Carolyn Honour  1/6       
Anne Simpson        1/12        
Carol Nadolski 1/13 
Peggy Stanfield      1/14 
Joyce Tilden           1/14  
Maggie Poole         1/16  
Ginny Wiesman  1/28 
Malinda Gordy        1/31 
Ursala Karlen             1/31 

We are currently 
working with a group 
of teens at the History 

Park Community 
Gardens. They are an 
eager group and even 
helped spread mulch! 

I have another group interested in some help with their gardens 
at Florida SouthWestern Collegiate High School. They need 
mentoring on how to plant a garden and what to plant. I’m 

looking for volunteers to help with this project. If you would be 
interested contact me at 586- 215-9593. 

                ~ Marilyn Pachota, Youth Programs Chair 

Teacher Blake 
Schmidt and 
TEAM CEO 

Nancy Johnson 
checking out 

FSWCHS school 
garden plots. 

 

Youth Gardening Corner 

These Charlotte High School 
students decorated their garden 

plots for the holidays.  The 
vegetable plants are really 

starting to pop. 



 

 
5 

Garden Tales January 2018  
 

Master Gardener Training 

The 2018 Training for the Charlotte 
County Master Gardener Program 
will take place during the first week 

in March.  Master Gardeners are 
trained volunteers who provide 

gardening programs, plant clinics, 
and activities for the public to 

encourage gardening.  If you are 
interested, apply now!  The 

application is called a “Sprouting 
Kit” and can be found at 

http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/hortic
ulture/sprouting%20kit%20215.pdf.  
Or, call the office at 941-764-4340 

for more information. 

 

Source: https://www.treehugger.com/organic-beauty/how-use-flowers-
your-beauty-routine.html 

Flowers for Beauty and Health 

Our condolences to Terry 
Tunkavige and her family on the 

recent loss of her mother. 

Check on the 
Progress at CHEC 

Preparation for planting a 
rain garden in the Elise 

Hayman butterfly garden is 
under way.  Plants from the garden, lantana and 

duranta, have been moved to another butterfly garden adjacent to the 
building.  Doris, CHEC CEO, plans an all-milkweed garden that will 
be close to this garden.  Club members have cleared out around the 

building to make it look a lot better and get it ready for planting in the 
future.  It really needed it and it complements the rain garden and 

future milkweed garden.  Plans are to plant new plants at the end of 
February when we are coming out of the dormant season and past the 

danger of frost. 

~ Carolyn Honour and Carol Moore, CHEC Co-Chairs 

Check out photos of the 
Home Tour houses on the 
PGGC Facebook page or 

on the club webpage at 
www.pggc.org! 

The best six doctors, and 
no one can deny it, are 

sunshine, water, rest, air, 
exercise and diet.        

Wayne Fields 
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Florida has over 200 species of butterflies, 
some of which cannot be found anywhere else on 
Earth. To attract these delicate creatures, your 
butterfly garden must provide food for both the adult 
butterflies and their caterpillars. Though many 
butterflies will drink nectar from a variety of 
flowering plants, their caterpillars are often limited 
as to which plants they can feed on. 

     Major Components of a   
Successful Butterfly Garden 

Adult nectar sources: 
attract and nourish adult 
butterflies. 
Larval host plants: attract 
ovipositing female 
butterflies, serve as a food 
source for developing larvae. 
Shelter: vegetation that provides protection 
from temperature extremes, storms/rain, 
and predators as well as locations for 
roosting/sleeping. 
Water source with fountain: allows for 
easy and consistent access to water for 
drinking and thermoregulation. 

Benefits of Butterfly Gardening 
 

The most obvious benefit of butterfly 
gardening is that it attracts wildlife, bringing 
butterflies and more into your garden for purposes of 
enjoyment, observation, study, and photography, 
but there's another important reason: 
ecosystem/habitat conservation. A well-planned 
butterfly garden becomes a small, but representative 
sample of the surrounding habitat and as such 
provides a safe haven for butterflies and other 
wildlife to gather, seek shelter, acquire food and 
water, reproduce and build populations; do not 
underestimate the importance of even a small 
garden. 

There are practical benefits to consider as well: 

Use of native plants: hardy and drought-
tolerant, disease/pest resistant, adapted to 
region so perform better under local 
conditions. 

Food for natural 
enemies: healthy butterfly 
populations attract and sustain 
healthy populations of beneficial 
insects/organisms as well as 
provide food for birds, lizards, 
mammals, etc. which in turn 
help control garden pests; most 
butterfly nectar sources also 
attract beneficial insects. 

Plant diversity: less susceptible to 
pests/individual plants less apparent in 
landscape; large number of microclimates 
provide home/shelter for other insects 
including beneficial ones. 

Scientific: keeping detailed logs on the 
butterfly species encountered, times, 
abundance can provide important and 
useful information on butterfly 
population numbers nationwide. 

And don't discount the therapeutic benefits! 
Butterfly gardens provide soothing retreat from 
everyday life. And if you use herbs to attract 
butterflies, you'll have the bonus of aromatherapy! 

                     ~Paula Jenkins, Horticulture Chair 

Source:  
http://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/design/types-of-
gardens/butterfly-gardens.html  

Butterfly Gardens 
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Did You Know… 

	

The	deadline	for	the	February	newsletter	articles	is	
January	20,	2018.			Submit	any	items	of	interest	or	
photographs	to	Mary	Yeomans,	Newsletter	Editor,		

mymrsphysics@aol.com. 

	

January Garden Workdays   

Please arrive at the designated time.                                               
We are usually finished in less than two hours.  
Bring your gloves, pruning shears, and a bottle 

of water.                        

1st Monday – 8:00 am - History Park - Sarah 
Corey, Chair  

2nd Monday – 8:00 am - PG Library - Betty 
Mosketti and Carol Nadolski, Chairs 

3rd Monday – 8:00 am - CHEC – Carol Moore and 
Carolyn Honour, Chairs 

4th Monday – 8:00 am - Women’s Club - Carol 
Moore, Chair 

5th Monday – 8:00 am – Peace River Botanical 
Garden – Carol Moore, Chair 

Please join us if you are able to help out! 

 

Baking Soda has many uses in the garden.  This inexpensive, simple, natural 
product is made up entirely of sodium bicarbonate, a highly alkaline substance.  
Sprinkle baking soda on your soil with a flour sifter to keep ants, roaches and 
slugs away from your garden. (Be sure to avoid your plants!)  Prevent fungal 
disease by spraying a mixture of 1 teaspoon of baking soda and 2-3 drops of 
liquid soap and 1 liter of water on plants. Use it as a weed killer/preventer by 
pouring baking soda full strength onto cracks in a patio or walkway.  This will 
kill any small weeds sprouted and prevent new ones from growing. Keep cut 
flowers fresh by filling a vase with water, then mix in a teaspoon of baking soda. 
Rejuvenate your rose bushes by mixing together one tsp baking soda, 1/2 tsp of clear ammonia and one 
tsp Epsom salts in a gallon of water.  One gallon will treat four bushes that have lost their luster.  
Sprinkle baking soda in your compost pile to help control odors.  You can even test the pH of your soil 
by wetting the soil and sprinkling a small amount of baking soda on it.  If it bubbles the pH level is under 
5 (acidicj).  And when the gardening is done, pour some baking soda into the palm of your hands, add 
some water, scrub, then rinse.                                          ~ Mary Yeomans, Environmental Chair 

Sources:  https://thegardeningcook.com/baking-soda-in-the-garden/           
https://plantcaretoday.com/baking-soda-garden-uses.html 

At the next meeting, please stop by the Club Sales 
table and support your Club! Check out the great 

merchandise for sale … from easy care Club shirts 
that are perfect for gardening ($12 - $14 each), to 
Sun Grips extra cool gardening gloves ($6/pair), 

and distinctive note cards in a variety of styles and 
sizes; some are handmade while others are 

printed (sold individually or in sets, $2 - $5). These 
make great gifts too!                                                                                                          

~                          Joanne Fritz, 2nd Vice President 



 

 

 

Welcome New Members! 

Rose Darden (Nov 2017) BD 7/10 
326 Segovia Drive 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-8053 
H: 941.621.8080 
C: 508.294.8516 
Rose.darden@comcast.net 
 
Cindy Dorety (Nov 2017) BD 9/22 
701 Aqui Esta Dr., Lot 222 
Punta Gorda,  FL  33950-3005 
330.618.1803 
cldorety@yahoo.com 
 
Susan Forman (Nov 2017)  BD 12/27 
16272 Quesa Drive 
Punta Gorda, FL  33955-4215 
401.374.6438 
Formanfarm1@gmail.com 

Mary Ann Hamilton (Nov 2017) BD 
7/26 
9977 Spring Gulch Lane 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-5380 
931.265.9157 
Contrary1948@hotmail.com  
 
Mary Hanrahan (Nov 2017) 
2790 Rio Ct. 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-5044 
941.223.3096 
mahamherst@gmail.com 
 
Ellen Klinger-Clark (2017) BD 10/13 
197 Tropicana Dr., #1521 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-1913 
H: 941.575.7643 
C: 201.602.2770 
elklinger@gmx.com 

The annual Landscape Gardening Series sponsored by the University of Florida/IFAS Extension 
Charlotte County Master Gardeners will begin Friday, January 26nd. Six sessions are scheduled to be held 
at the Charlotte County Environmental Campus, 25550 Harborview Road, Port Charlotte from 9:30 to 
11:30 AM.  

Gardening in Southwest Florida differs from anywhere else in the country. The lecture series is a 
condensed training for people to learn to successfully manage their gardens and landscapes. Newly 
transplanted residents and experienced gardeners alike will benefit from the expertise provided by the 
lecturers. The series includes: 

January 26      Native Wild Bees                  Speaker: Rachel Mallinger, UF Entomology 

February 2       Lily and Iris                       Speaker: Thomas Becker, Extension Educator 

February 9       Staghorn Ferns                     Speaker: Gil MacAdam, Ret. Broward Cnty 

February 16    How to Grow Turf              Speaker: Ralph Mitchell, Extension Director 

February 23    Growing Herbs                     Speaker: Dennis Gretton, D & D Herbs 

March 2           Invasive Plants in SW FL    Speaker: Marc Frank, Botanist, UF Herbarium 

The cost of the series is $25.00 if pre-registered by January 22. Pre-registration is recommended but you 
can also pay $5.00 per class at the door (seating limited.) All monies go to improve community 
horticultural outreach educational programming in Charlotte County. For more information visit 
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu or call 941.764.4340.    ~Carolyn Honour, Master Gardener 

Landscape Gardening Series for Southwest Florida 

Lola Martin (Nov 2017)  
575 Macedonia 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-8005 
H: 621.4311 
C: 603.209.6744 
Ld_martin@myfairpoint.net 
 
Julie Mitchem (Nov 2017) BD 
12/7 
7892 Mikasa St. 
Punta Gorda,  FL  33950-1353 
941.258.4988 
Jrmitchem280@gmail.com 
 
Coleen Numberg (2010) (rejoin 
Oct 2017) BD 5/3 
1635 Via Bianca 
Punta Gorda, FL  33950-5212 
941-575-7690 
coleenn@comcast.net 

PGGC is growing by leaps and bounds!  Please add the following 
information about our newest members to your yearbook. 


