
Gardening Nourishes the Soul 

Punta Gorda Garden Club 
Garden Tales 

A P R I L 2 0 2 1 V O L 1 2 , I S S U E 9

 President’s Message 
Hello Gardening Friends, 

As I write this we are headed into a few cooler days, but we have 

had a warm and dry winter. This may present problems as far as 

irrigation goes, but the temperatures have certainly resulted in 

some plants putting out an abundance of blooms. My orchids are 

begging to be shown off at a Flower Show! Maybe next year! 

It seems the vaccine is finally helping loosen things up a bit, but 

remain vigilant as everyone is not yet safe. The numbers of cases 

of flu and colds are down, and that is because of the habits we 

have developed over the past year. But it will be so nice to be 

able to see people’s smiles again! 

The Hop’n Into Spring Sale Event on March 6 th brought us reason 

to smile but the rain made that a bit tougher. The club did bring 

in over $5000 and we had to close up after about two hours. 

Imagine if the weather had cooperated! The teamwork in all 

areas was phenomenal, and remaining plants were donated to 

Port Charlotte Garden Club for their plant sale. Extra crafts will 

be sold at the Citywide Garage Sale on April 3 in a separate booth 

from our garage sale items. This will be our last effort to raise 

funds for scholarships and donations this year so please help if 

you can! 

I think those who made it to the ECHO Farms trip will agree that 

we had a great day and learned a lot about the organization and 

many types of plants that provide food. The lunch/meeting at 

Babcock Ranch Eco-Tour afterwards was productive as well. 

Continued on page 2 

PGGC Garage Sale 
Bal Harbor Shopping 

Center  
Apr 3    8am – Noon 

PGGC Membership at the April

General Meeting will vote on the 

candidates for elected offices 

and the 2021/22 Budget.

The Board approved Mary

Yeomans, Carol Houston, Joyce 
Stanley, and Judi Beaumont to 
serve as delegates at the April 
2021 FFGC Convention.

delegates at the April 2021

FFGC Convention.

PGGC will hold a luncheon and

installation as originally

planned. Joy Price is the

hostess and her team is

outlined in our yearbook.

Due to the Pandemic and

wanting to keep all members

safe and connected, the PGGC

Board and General Meetings will 

utilize ZOOM to offer a hybrid 

approach to attend onsite or 

remotely.

Club News 

Save the Date! 

Board Meeting  

FUMC, ZOOM 

Apr 14   9:30 am 

General Meeting 
FUMC, ZOOM 

Apr 21 1pm Gather 
1:30 Meeting 

PGGC is a member of the 
National Garden Clubs, Inc, Deep 
South Region National 
Garden Clubs, Inc., Florida 
Federation of Garden Clubs, 
Inc., and FFGC District IX.
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Continued from page 1 

Let Carol Moore know if you would like to participate in the Great American Clean Up on Monday, March 

29th at 8:30 am. This is in lieu of the normal gardening we do at that time. She needs your T shirt size 

too. 

The Board decided that the Holly Days Home Tour usually held on the first weekend in December will be 

replaced this year with a Garden Tour. Just as with the Home Tour, teams will be formed to create 

decorations of natural materials to adorn the outside of the homes and also crafts to be sold at each home. 

Teams will aid homeowners in labeling their plants and providing gardening support. It will be a different 

sort of tour but hopefully it will continue our tradition of providing an event to celebrate the holidays but 

in a safer way. These times require flexibility for sure! Look for more information from Chairs Elaine LaWell 

and Carol Moore.  

Also, the Spring Luncheon and Officer Installation Event is on as scheduled. See details in your yearbook 

and later in this newsletter.   

You will receive an email with details about the proposed budget and donations list so please look for it 

and review those documents. Our annual meeting is held every April and during this one we will vote on 

the budget, donations, and elect new officers. The slate is listed later in this issue. As usual, the program 

sounds like a good one! 

See you then if not before! Mary 

Mary Yeomans, President 

 

April 21 General Meeting:  

ATTRACTING OWLS TO YOUR YARD 

Alli Smith, Project & Research Manager Owl Watch, Audubon of the Western Everglades, will delight us 

with facts and observations of the threatened Burrowing Owls that are protected by state and federal 

laws. 

 

2021-23 PGGC OFFICER Election        

After several meetings and various phone calls by the Nominating Committee consisting of Marilyn 

Pachota, Carol Moore and Sandy Bruglio, we have the following nominees for your approval: 

President     Judi Beaumont 

1st Vice President    Carol Nadolski    2nd Vice President          Cindy Dorety 

Recording Secretary Nancy Knaus  Corresponding Secretary Carol Moore 

Treasurer     Joyce Stanley  Director           Vinita Jones  

The floor will be opened at the general meeting to any additional nominees.  The Standing Committee 

positions will be appointed by the president with recommendations by the Nominating committee. If you 

are interested in serving on one of these committees let the President- elect know. Thanks to all who 

accepted the challenge to serve.             Marilyn Pachota, Director 
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March Field Trip to ECHO Global Farms    

Twenty-three PGGC members toured ECHO Farms recently. After a short video two groups were formed 

and each had a guide as they walked 1.5 miles through areas representing different climates. Each area 

has an assigned intern who works for a year to develop techniques that provide the best conditions for 

growing food in those climates. These included lowlands, semi-arid, tropical rainforest, and urban among 

others. These techniques and seeds are shared with people in third world counties in an effort to help 

them feed themselves and make a living. The tour lasted about two hours and was very interesting and 

informative. 

After leaving ECHO, a short drive to Babcock Ranch Eco-Tour provided a venue for lunch and a meeting. 

The food from the Gator Shack was delicious! All agreed it was a lovely and educational day. 

Mary Yeomans, President 

       

Reminder – Membership Dues 

Your $25 dues for June ‘21 to May ‘22 is payable in March.  They are delinquent May 1 and your membership 

is terminated if not received.  Twelve dollars of your PGGC dues are submitted to FFGC by June 1.  Please 

pay Joyce Stanley at the April meeting or mail a check to PO Box 511167, Punta Gorda, FL  33951-1167.    

Citywide Garage Sale Encore!!       

On February 6, PGGC had a booth at the Citywide Garage Sale at Bal Harbor Shopping Center and brought 

in almost $1000! So, an encore performance will take place on Saturday, April 3 from 8:00 am - noon. 

Items that were not sold at the first sale will be displayed along with any others donated. 

If you have any items to add to the sale, please price them and bring them to the shopping center that 

morning. Our booth will be at the end of an aisle so you can drive up and drop off and then park if you 

want.  If you would like to volunteer to help set up, staff the tables, or break down, please contact me.  

          Thanks! Mary Yeomans mymrsphysics@aol.com  

The Hop’n Into Spring Sale Event on March 6th was rained out after about two hours, so there were many 

crafts remaining. These will be offered for sale at a separate booth at the Citywide Garage Sale on April 

3!! Please contact me if you have crafts to donate or if you would like to volunteer to set up, staff the 

tables, or break down.      Thanks! Cindy Dorety  cldorety@yahoo.com 

  

 



 

 
4 

 

Garden Tales 

  

 

Hop’n Into Spring Arts & Craft Sale   

On Saturday March 6th we held our first Arts, Crafts and Plant sale in the parking lot at the First 

Methodist United Church on West Marion. The event was to run from 10am to 4pm. 

Many members worked very hard weeks before the event, making beautiful crafts, creating fabulous 

artwork and potting literally hundreds of plants for the sale. 

We had over forty volunteers help with the event set up and sales.   Some members arrived just before 

6-30am to start the assembly and layout the tables for the event. The other volunteers arrived around 

7am and the process began. 

We had signs posted at several areas around and up to the Church. We secured the area to be used 

for the sales, ensuring everyone’s safety while leaving lots of parking spots for our visitors. Everyone 

wore masks and we had several hand sanitizing stations as recommended. When we were all finished 

setting up, the area looked wonderful and very inviting. So much so I was told that by several of our 

visitors. Our visitors started attending well before 10am but we were ready. 

We had a couple of rain sprinkles but it did not stop the crowds - lots of people, lots of doggies and 

lots of sales. All was going well until 1pm when it started to downpour.  One of our volunteers checked 

the satellite weather which showed that the rain was going to continue for at least two hours. After 

much deliberation, it was agreed that we should start breakdown of the event as we had no visitors, 

it was pouring rain and getting colder by the minute. We were all so disappointed by the weather. We 

managed to get all our remaining items packed away.  Joyce had a great idea to offer a plant to each 

member and call Port Charlotte Garden Club to see if they would be interested in the leftover plants 

for their upcoming sale providing that they come quickly to collect them. They were delighted to do 

that and were most grateful for the contribution. We looked like wet ducks when we were finished.  

The good news is the funds that we raised. The net revenue realized was: 

Plant Sales   $1610.16 

Art Sales  $2290.84 

Craft Sales  $1144.77 

Total Net Sales  $5217.67 

We sincerely thank all of our participating members for their efforts, hard work and wonderful talents.   

Carol Houston, Co-President 
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Hop’n Into Spring Arts & Craft Sale   
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 Plant Profile:  Lantana 

          

The most common lantana is a non-native species, Lantana camara. It is easy to find in local nurseries 

and garden supply stores. That said, choosing the right lantana variety is not always so simple.  The 

UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-Native Plants lists Lantana camara as invasive. This means UF/IFAS does not 

recommend it for North, Central, or South Florida. It quickly invades disturbed sites and is toxic to 

livestock. Gardeners should take care when choosing a lantana for the landscape.  Thankfully, more and 

more nurseries carry sterile Lantana camara varieties. These plants cannot produce viable seeds or viable 

pollen. As a result, they aren’t invasive. Recently UF/IFAS added its own breeds to the list of sterile 

varieties. These include “Blo'omify™ Red”, “Bloomify™ Rose”, and “Luscious® Royale Red Zone™”.   

Lantana camara and its sterile varieties are perennial. The growth habit is that of a small shrub or 

groundcover. If the plants grow too large or leggy, cut them back without fear. During the growing season, 

cut back in moderation. At the end of the growing season, however, lantana can be cut back almost to 

the ground. The next flush of growth will yield even more flowers than before. 

All lantana enjoy full sun. They are drought-tolerant, too, but will flower more when watered regularly. 

As mentioned above, they are also tolerant of salt and heat. This makes lantana a very hardy plant. It is 

a perfect choice for a low-maintenance landscape. Lantana prefers well-drained soil. It thrives in our 

Floridian “sandy loam”.  It also grows happily in a planter or as a ground cover. In all locations, lantana 

benefits from light applications of fertilizer. Use fertilizer labeled “slow release” or “controlled release” 

to avoid runoff. 

Most varieties, including sterile ones, have few diseases or pests. In all varieties, however, the leaves are 

highly toxic to animals. The unripen berries are poisonous, too. Please take care not to introduce it in 

areas where animals graze. 

Sterile varieties are not your only option when replacing invasive lantana. Florida has native varieties of 

lantana: Lantana involucrata and Lantana depressa. But even in their native range along the South Florida 

coasts they are rare. To include native lantana in your landscape, visit a reliable native nursery. Both 

species are available, and very attractive to our native pollinators.   

Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair 

For more information on lantana, contact your local county extension office or browse UF IFAS site for 

Lantana camara, lantana - UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native Plants in Florida's Natural Areas;  

Lantana montevidensis, trailing lantana -- UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native Plants in Florida's Natural 

Areas 

Any suggestions for the Plant Profile?   Contact me at jhayse59@hotmail.com  

Lantana is such an easy plant to grow, yet it is confusing which is 

the invasive kind and which we should have in our landscape. This 

article is adapted from the UF/IFAS site and should clear up any 

confusion you may have. 

Lantana is one of the most popular landscape plants on the market. 

It is heat, salt, and drought tolerant. It is easy to grow, and very low 

maintenance. It also comes in several attractive varieties. Last but 

not least, both the native and non-native species are pollinator-

friendly. Bees and butterflies flock to the bright mounds of color. 

 

‘ 

 

  

mailto:jhayse59@hotmail.com
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Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair 

   

Charlotte County Extension Gardening Resources   

The following links provide excellent resources for learning about Charlotte County agriculture and how 

to you grow and maintain plants in your yard.  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

This is a condensed training series to learn to 

successfully manage your gardens and landscapes. 

Is My Palm Sick? 

Landscape Common Sense, Myths & Realities 

Tropical Fruits for Southwest Florida 

Native Plants for Birds 

Alternative Vegetable Gardening 

This tour is geared toward those interested in learning 

about the many commodities and products produced 

right in Charlotte County's agricultural "backyard"! 

 

2021 Charlotte County Agribusiness Tour 

Beware of this Invasive Orchid 

Found growing in South Miami in a mulched 

landscape bed, Eulophia graminea has now 

spread to 13 South Florida counties. It grows 

quickly to form dense single-species thickets, 

crowding other plant species, including natives. 

 
Chinese crown orchid forms a structure known as a pseudo bulb which is specific to orchids and is a 

thickening of the stems and storage organ. The flowers are unremarkable, sage green and brownish purple 

on 3-ft stalks. Following the flowers are capsules filled with thousands of dust-like seeds.  If found in the 

landscape, do not let it flower. Dig and remove all visible portions of the plant, including the roots, and 

dispose of all plant parts in the trash, not the compost pile or yard waste collection.  
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/life/columnists/carol-cloud-bailey/2018/07/01/invasive-chinese-crown-orchids-taking-over-florida-

landscapes/718759002/  

 

https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=41c0cba237&e=c5d3dd2460
https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=2fb2ffe2f5&e=c5d3dd2460
https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=22be6be3cf&e=c5d3dd2460
https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=ba87a47203&e=c5d3dd2460
https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=cbc6ba6e92&e=c5d3dd2460
https://ufl.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e964e42dc3808ea7e1c16a745&id=ff9343c4b9&e=c5d3dd2460
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/life/columnists/carol-cloud-bailey/2018/07/01/invasive-chinese-crown-orchids-taking-over-florida-landscapes/718759002/
https://www.tcpalm.com/story/life/columnists/carol-cloud-bailey/2018/07/01/invasive-chinese-crown-orchids-taking-over-florida-landscapes/718759002/
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Punta Gorda in Bloom        

Volunteers from PGGC, Team Punta Gorda and PGI Green Thumbs worked together in February to plant 

and nurture supertunias for Punta Gorda in Bloom’s beautification efforts.  In March these volunteers 

regrouped to plant the urns, planters and fountain on Taylor St creating a floral kaleidoscope of color. 

PGGC volunteers included Alan Shulman, Judi Beaumont, Marilyn Pachota, Mary Hanrahan, Mary Curby, 

Nancy Knaus, Joyce Stanley, Elaine LaWell, and Carol Nadolski.  Kudos to PGGC member Alan Schulman 

for funding the plant material, urns, planters, 3 tier fountain, and the sidewalk installation of plumbing 

and irrigation lines!   

The America in Bloom (AIB) nationwide beautification effort began in 2001 and Punta Gorda is 1 of 2 

Florida cities participating in 2022.  Punta Gorda’s participation in AIB began in 2020.   

Mary Hanrahan, Newsletter Chair 

 To Honor our Family and Friends   

 

 

 

 

 

On April 20, 2021 at 10 am is the re-dedication of two memorial trees that were in honor of Bernice 

Conrad and Mary Poloson. The Location is:   

South County Park    

670 Cooper Street    

Punta Gorda    

(Beyond the swimming pool) 

We will also dedicate our Blue Star Marker located in Veterans Park. We take time to thank all who have 

served or are serving in the military for their efforts to protect our country." 

Libby Curnow, Blue Star Chair 
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Herbs: Some herbs to start now include basil, 

coriander, cumin, and mint.  See Herbs: 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_herbs See Bulbs for Florida  

Fertilization: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscap

e_fertilization 

 

 

   

 

. 

 

 

April Birthdays Wishes 

Claudia Chopp 4/2 

Elaine LaWell   4/1 

Sandy Bruglio    4/14 

Mary Pompeo  4/15 

Judy Oswald   4/16 

Mary Yeomans   4/19 

Libby Curnow    4/25 

Carol Moore    4/28 

 

And many happy years ahead! 

 

April Gardening Tip 

Welcome New Members! 

Please update the following information in your 

yearbook:    

Frolly Boyd 

512 Avenida Primiceria       

Marathon, FL 33050-2527 

(203) 671-3798     boyd.frolly@gmail.com 

The May Newsletter deadline is Apr 20. 

Submit items and/or photos to Mary 

Hanrahan  mahamherst@gmail.com.) 

 

                     

For new volunteers, please contact Carol 

Moore to confirm schedule.  Volunteers 

should arrive by 8 am.  Bring gloves, 

pruning shears, and bottled water. 

Usually finished in less than 2 hours!       

Apr    5 - History Park  

Apr   12 - PG Old Library 

Apr   19 - PR Botanical Garden 

Apr   26 - Woman’s Club    

 

 

 

 

Garden  

Work Days 

May Luncheon     
Just a reminder regarding our Spring Luncheon to be 

held at the Isle Yacht Club on May 5th.  We will 

celebrate our club's 70th anniversary and install our 

new officers.  There will be a table at the April meeting 

for you to sign up and make a meal selection.  Looking 

forward to seeing everyone there. 

Joy Price, Hospitality Chair 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_herbs%20See%20Bulbs%20for%20Florida
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscape_fertilization
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscape_fertilization
mailto:boyd.frolly@gmail.com
mailto:mahamherst@gmail.com



