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Punta Gorda Garden Club
Garden Tales
Gardening Nourishes the Soul

President’s Message
Dear Members,

Club News

The PGGC slate of officers for
2021-23 elected offices was
accepted and approved at the
April General Meeting.

PGGC’s 2021-22 Budget and 2021
Donation Schedule were approved
at the April General Meeting.
(Refer to April General Meeting
Minutes for the details.).

Here we are already at the end of another fiscal year for the
Garden Club, where has the time gone? Mary and I want to
thank you all for your support and contributions to all of our
club’s fundraising efforts and for your participation in our
various events and social activities. We know that we missed
out on a lot of our socializing during the epidemic but there
is a good chance that we are getting back to a more normal
situation. Our April member meeting was somewhat like old
times with fifty members in attendance and two guests.
Vinita arranged a wonderful program about burrowing owls
and I wanted one to take home! It was wonderful to be
together with so many of you.
April kept both Mary and I busy. The month started with our
second appearance at the City Wide Garage Sale, but this
time we had a craft area and it didn’t rain! Then we had the
FFGC convention in Daytona from April 11 - 14 . Mary drove
Judi Beaumont and me during a torrential downpour which
lasted all the way there. Joyce Stanley also attended as a
delegate and Claudia Chopp was there as a designer and
demonstrator so we had a good turnout from our Club. They
had some excellent programs and several different events.
We were kept very busy and did not have time to get into any
trouble! Our Holiday Garden Tour Chairs met to brainstorm
the themes for each house and ideas for some things to do to
encourage lots of visitor attendance. They have a lot of work
ahead of them but they are giving themselves lots of time
and coming up with such creative ideas. We all think it is
going to be a wonderful event and, hopefully, will raise lots
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Save the Date!
PGGC Spring Luncheon
Isles Yacht Club
May 5
11am Fellowship
12pm Luncheon

National Garden Week
June 6 – 12
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of funds for the club to donate to our various recipients. We also had a beautiful dedication of two trees
for members who had passed. The original trees at the old library were replaced by the county since the
building is for sale. The dedication included the Blue Star Marker and we had several veterans attend in
addition to lots of our Club members. Adding to this month with our Board Meeting and Member Meeting,
it is no wonder that April went by quickly for us.
We are so excited to have our May Luncheon again at the Isles Yacht Club. We hope that many of you are
able to attend and end this year on a high note saying thank you to our current board members and
welcoming our new board members with a promise of our continued support.
Mary and I want to wish you a wonderful, safe, and happy summer and we look forward to the upcoming
year with continued success of our beloved Garden Club.
Carol Houston, Co-President

May 5 Spring Luncheon
Our last meeting for the 2020 - 21 PGGC program year is our
May Luncheon at the Isles Yacht Club with the Installation of
our new Board of Officers. Joy Price is our Luncheon Hostess.
Please bring a small potted plant that will be given to a
patient at a nursing home to “Brighten Their Day.”

Newly Elected
Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Director

Judi Beaumont
Carol Nadolski
Cindy Dorety
Nancy Knaus
Carol Moore
Joyce Stanley
Vinita Jones

Special
Thanks
to our
Invincible
Outgoing PGGC
Presidents
Mary Yeomans
Carol Houston
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April 17-18 Home and Garden Show
The Punta Gorda Garden Club participated in the Home and Garden Show at the Charlotte Harbor Event
Center. I would like to thank Carol Moore, Betsy Foster, Vera Harris, Betty Mosketti, Chris Green, Dorrit
Tompkins, Irene Gagerman, Carol Nadolski, Lynn Davies, Marilyn Sobolewski, Joyce Stanley and Heidi
Kaletta for making this a successful endeavor. We were able to make $471.
Cindy Dorety, Craft Chair

April 3 PGGC Garage Sale Success
The sale was a success! The garage sale area brought in $549 and the craft area made $476 for a total of
$1025. The cost to the club was $45 for the space. Many thanks to all who helped or donated to make this
fundraiser successful!
Mary Yeomans, President and Garage Sale Chair

Please continue to keep Anne Simpson
in your thoughts and prayers. Anne is
recovering at home but still remains
weak.
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April 20 Tree Rededication and Blue Star Marker Dedication
Carol Houston presided over the dedication event at South County Park. Sarah Corey gave the dedication
for the trees and Libby Curnow led the dedication of the Blue Star Marker. Representatives of the County
Commissioners presented the club with a certificate recognizing our efforts to install the Blue Star
Marker. The trees commemorate members Mary Poloson and Bernice Conrad. Special thanks to Libby for
her efforts and commitment to this multi-year project in establishing the Blue Star Marker located at
Veterans Park.

March 29 Great American Clean up
It was a great morning at Peace Wild Life Center and Gilchrist Park. Eight bags of trash and two parks
became clean as a whistle!! Big thanks to Mary, Cindy and Joyce for bringing along friends/family. The
more hands, the quicker the job. A huge thank you to this group of 20 members and family. Also, special
thanks to Cindy, Betty and Carol for organizing and getting materials passed out and signed.
Carol Moore, Environmental Chair
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Plant Profile: Rosemary
Do you have an area in your garden that is “high and dry” or where
your garden hose cannot reach? It might be a good spot for
Rosemary. This is a fragrant herb that can enhance both your
cooking and your landscape.
Rosemary is often used to season meats like pork, chicken, and
lamb, but it’s equally delicious when used on roasted potatoes or
in soups and rustic breads.
Rosemary is a pungent, evergreen herb that’s great for cooking and
very easy to grow. The narrow, needle-like leaves emit a sharp,
somewhat pine-like aroma when crushed. You can use them fresh
in meals or dry them for later use.
Rosemary is also an attractive, drought-tolerant plant that works well in containers and landscape beds. It
blooms in winter and spring with small pink, lavender, or blue flowers, depending on the cultivar.
Rosemary typically grows as a woody perennial or small shrub and is known scientifically as Rosmarinus
officinalis. It can reach up to 6 feet tall and 4 to 5 feet wide when planted in the ground but will remain
smaller if pruned or planted in containers. Groundcover forms of rosemary are also available, including the
‘Prostratus’ cultivar. This Florida-Friendly plant will thrive in Florida year-round, although it may need to be
protected from freezes in colder areas of the state.
Rosemary can also be trimmed into interesting topiary shapes. Around the holidays, many stores sell potted
rosemary plants that have been shaped into Christmas tree shapes. It’s best to buy rosemary plants from a
garden center, since it can be difficult to start rosemary plants from seed or cuttings.
Rosemary demands a well-drained soil and at least six hours of sun. The plant is originally from the
Mediterranean, so it prefers dry conditions and suffers when watered too frequently.
Source: Rosemary - Gardening Solutions - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu)
Any suggestions for the Plant Profile? Contact me at jhayse59@hotmail.com

Suggested Reading: The Twelve Gifts from the Garden
Do you enjoy reading books about gardening? Not just “how to” books, but books
that explore different concepts of our experience with plants? If so, I would highly
recommend this book for you.
Charlene Costanzo’s The Twelve Gifts from the Garden is a wonderfully written book
that is an outgrowth of her booklet, Welcome to the World: The Twelve Gifts of Birth
and also inspired by Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea. In this book, she
describes her discoveries of life lessons on strength, beauty, courage, compassion, hope, joy, talent,
imagination, reverence, wisdom, love and faith based on plants she encounters on Sanibel Island. Each short
chapter is an easy read and focuses on an individual plant which inspires her to provide thoughtful and poetic
insights of the twelve gifts she identifies. Because so many of the plants she describes are also in our area,
it makes this book particularly meaningful.
If you have a favorite gardening and nature book, please share with us in this newsletter!
Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair
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2021 PGGC Scholarships
With the COVID situation this past year, our Club was unable to meet our typical fund-raising success.
However, thanks to the strong club members who put forth amazing efforts, we were able to complete
events that raised $4,000 to put towards scholarships. All four winners are seniors in Charlotte County.
The following winners were chosen from a diverse and highly qualified field of candidates who
demonstrated academic excellence, extra-curricular involvement and clearly defined goals for their future
studies and career plans.
•
•
•
•

Rachel Barnes, Florida South Western Collegiate High School, will attend the University of South
Florida with a major in Environmental Engineering
Talon Bottenfield, Lemon Bay High School, will attend University of South Florida with a major in
Environmental Sciences
MaKenzie Carter, Charlotte High School, will attend Wellesley College with a major in
Environmental Sciences
Sydni Lavallee, Lemon Bay High School, will attend University of South Florida with a major in
Environmental Science

2021 PGGC Garden Tour on Dec 3 - 4
PGGC’s signature annual fund raiser, Holly Day Home Tour, will be replaced by a garden tour. Chairs
Elaine LaWell and Carol Moore are currently in the planning phase. Six garden club members along with
Nancy Palmer have volunteered their yards to decorate. The theme is “I’m dreaming of a _____ Christmas”
with each garden’s decorations having a unique design to fill in the blank. There will be garden leaders
similar to the home chairs in the past. Poinsettia sales will occur at some of the homes.

Kudos to Hal
A special thank you to Hal Sterwerf
who recently replaced part of the
brick path through our Heritage
Garden at History Park.

Sad News
The Punta Gorda Garden Club joins with the family and
friends of long-time member of PGGC, Anne Gateff, who
recently passed away. Many of our members will remember
Anne and describe her as a lovely, elegant person. Anne
joined the Club in 1960 and often performed the installation
of new officers at the spring luncheon. She was a member
until 2018.
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April 19 Punta Gorda in Bloom Ribbon Cutting
PGGC members continue to volunteer for this community beautification program. This ribbon cutting
spotlighted the flower and planter installations along Taylor St. Team Punta Gorda hosted a reception
that followed. Upcoming plans include expanding the beautification coverage to Marion Ave and
maintaining the flowers on Taylor St. Consider joining the PGGC volunteers that are working with the PG
Green Thumbs under the direction of Richard Polk.

Five Simple Ways to Reduce Plastic Use in the Kitchen
Single use plastic items are rapidly filling our landfills. Plastic does not decompose easily and much of it
is unrecyclable. Only 9% of plastic in the world is recycled! So, work on decreasing plastic waste in your
kitchen. Small efforts go a long way!
1. Avoid using plastic wrap and/or plastic bags for food storage. Find other ways – use lidded plastic or
glass containers, or purchase and use beeswax wraps, which are cotton fabric infused with beeswax.
2. Avoid using plastic sponges and try using dishcloths or natural sponges.
3. Try to buy plastic-free dish detergent. Look for powders and solid soap blocks that can be used with a
natural sponge or dishcloth.
4. Use reusable shopping bags and bring produce home unwrapped. Use washable bags to store produce
in the drawers of your refrigerator.
5. Stop buying bottled water. Everyday Americans buy 85 million plastic bottles of water!!Use reusable
cups and water bottles. If drinkable water is a problem at your house, get a water cooler with large
refillable bottles.
Mary Yeomans, President
Source: https://www.treehugger.com/simple-ways-reduce-kitchen-plastic

Subscribe to the National Gardener Magazine
National Garden Clubs, Inc. publishes a quarterly magazine, The National Gardener,
that is distributed electronically.
Subscribe for free by clicking on
https://gardenclub.org/national-gardener. To read past issues, follow these
instructions: Go to the website, http://www.gardenclub.org/.
Scroll to the bottom of the screen and click on ‘Member Resources’
Click on the section The National Gardener to view a PDF
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May Gardening Tip
Annuals: Plants that can take summer heat include
coleus, salvia, torenia, wax begonia, and ornamental
pepper. See Annuals:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_annual_landscape_plants

May Birthdays Wishes
Barbara Drake 5/03
Jan Brady 5/09
Monica Lucey 5/09
Dianne Felstein 5/12
Betsy Spagnolo 5/22

June Birthdays Wishes
Janice Williams 6/01
Anita Frumson 6/02
Martha Cloran 6/10
Nan Lee 6/13
Agnes West 6/20
Carol Knutson 6/22
Dorothe Patterson 6/27
Carol Broad 6/28

And many happy wishes!

Garden
Workdays

Fertilization: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_landscap
e_fertilization

Calendar of Events
Apr 30, May 1-2 Hibiscus Festival Gilchrist Park
May 1 – Avon Park Annual Spring Plant Sale from 9am
– 2pm at the Avon Correctional Facility. Many
beautiful, inexpensive new plants. Lunch $5 (BBQ
.
Chicken, beans, chips, dessert, tea/water). Mask
required.
July 23-25 - Caladium Festival Lake Placid
PG Nature Park volunteers needed to work with PG
Green Thumbs on Fridays at 9 am. Corner of Aqui Esta
and Bal Harbour.

Nov 9 - Charlotte County Gardening Symposium
from 9 to
3:15.
Pre-register by Nov 1. $25
Welcome
New
Member!
includes
Please
update the following information in your lunch.
25550
Harbor View Road Port Charlotte 941-764yearbook:
4340
Valerie Fors
24732 Rio Villa Lakes Circle
Punta Gorda, Fl 33950-7416
(239) 292-2245
vjfors@gmail.com

For new volunteers, please contact Carol
Moore to confirm schedule. Volunteers
should arrive by 8 am. Bring gloves,
pruning shears, and bottled water.
Usually finished in less than 2 hours!
May 3 - History Park
May 10 - PG Old Library
May 17 - PR Botanical Garden
May 24 - Women’s Club
The Summer Newsletter deadline is
June 30. Submit items and/or photos to
Mary Hanrahan mahamherst@gmail.com.)
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