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Punta Gorda Garden Club
Garden Tales
“A garden is not a place. It’s a journey.”

President’s Message
Dear Gardening Friends:

Club News

The PGGC Board approved a
change in venue of the Board and
General meetings of the PGGC
from the First United Methodist
Church to Peace River Baptist
Church. Special thanks to Sandy
Bruglio
for
initiating
and
coordinating the availability of
our new meeting venue!

I hope this finds you well and enjoying your summer. Lest you
think your Board members have been beaching it and sipping
adult beverages during the last few weeks since the May 12 Board
meeting, let me assure you they have been busy working and
learning their roles (myself included).
The first issue that arose soon after the Board meeting was the
location of the Board and General meetings next year. The First
United Methodist Church (“FUMC”) has increased its community
outreach ministry so the rooms for the Board meetings we have
used in the past few years were not going to be available on the
second Wednesday of each month. In addition, because of the
needs of the Church community, a couple of months were not
going to be available for us to have the General meetings in
Lennox Hall on the third Wednesday of the month. This is
wonderful news for the FUMC church community, but it did
create a bit of an issue for PGGC. Thanks to the assistance of
Sandy Bruglio, a member of the Peace River Baptist Church
(“PRBC”), the PRBC Board voted to allow PGGC to have its Board
and General meetings there on the regular meeting dates of the
second and third Wednesdays of the month. We are happy to
have the opportunity to continue with our regularly scheduled
meetings at a place that is very convenient for our members.
PRBC is located at the corner of Charlotte and Berry streets, just
a block from the new Library.
Carol Nadolski has a terrific lineup of programs, one of which will
be held at the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center (“CHEC”)
and will include a trail walk for those interested.
Continued on page 2

PGGC is a member of the
National Garden Clubs, Inc, Deep
South
Region
National
Garden Clubs, Inc., Florida
Federation of Garden Clubs,
Inc., and FFGC District IX.

Save the Date!
District IX Fall Meeting PGGC Garden Walk PGGC Flower Show
Oct 29
Dec 3 - 4
March 22, 2022
Isles Yacht Club
Isles Yacht Club

Garden Tales
Continued from page 1
Claudia Chopp has scheduled the District IX meeting for October 29,2012 at the Isles Yacht Club. There
will be a luncheon, a program on the Everglades and a silent auction. Mark your calendars to attend and
support District IX! Claudia and Stephanie Green are working on another mark your calendar event, the
Flower Show, scheduled for March 22, 2022, at the Isles Yacht Club. The theme is “Those Were the Days”.
The Garden Tour Committee is hard at work planning the first ever Garden Tour to be held December 34, 2021. There is additional information about the event from the Committee in this Newsletter.
Given our limited resources this year due to the necessity of cancelling our Holly Days Home Tour, to
reduce our costs for printing the yearbook and tickets for the Garden Tour, we are working on expanding
the PGGC website. As you might guess, there are numerous issues that must be addressed in order to make
the transition and we will keep you informed as we progress.
We are looking into opening a ZOOM account so members who may not be able to attend the General
meetings personally will have access to our terrific programs each month. More on that issue later as we
continue the research.
Now that we are in the midst of the hot and humid summer weather of Southwest Florida, please be sure
to follow all the rules you know so well about gardening during these days: wear a hat, work early in the
morning, use lots of sunscreen and drink lots of water. Of course, those rules are good for gardeners no
matter where you may be gardening this summer.
Have a great summer!
Judi Beaumont, President

2021 -22 PGGC Officers
Director Mary Yeomans; Recording Secretary Carol Houston; Treasurer Joyce Stanley;
Corresponding Secretary Carol Moore; 1st Vice President Carol Nadolski; Director Vinita Jones;
President Judi Beaumont; Missing - 2nd Vice President Cindy Dorety and Director Marilyn Pachota
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Holly Days Garden Walk Dec 3-4
It’s that time again, time to start working on our only fund raiser. Yes, it is time to start working on the
Holly Days Home Tour, which this year is the Holly Days Garden Walk. Team assignments and garden
locations should be out by now. We want to keep as many of our traditions as possible, as well as, provide
an over-the-top crafts sale at each house. In addition, we will decorate the gardens, clean gardens and
label plants, and bake cookies. So, we must be ready to bring SUPER effort to get it all done. Most of us
can accomplish a lot by working on items at home, rather than always getting together to work, so
committee chairs may ask individuals on their team to take something home to prepare that will decorate
the gardens. Your ideas will also be helpful so please reach out to your committee chair for their approval
of what you think you might like to make to include in our craft sales. And remember, for the most part,
we should use native and natural materials in our creations. It may be that we will not see the number of
ticket sales that we are accustomed to, so we need to put forth even greater effort with making things to
sell.
Tickets, for the first time, will be purchased through our website or at each garden. We will not have to
individually sell tickets, much easier, and, hopefully, an improvement that will remain.
Below is the teaser that we put on our website. We still need each of you to start sharing promotional
materials on social media and talking it up. Our success depends on our efforts — and the weather!
I’M DREAMING OF A ________ CHRISTMAS
Punta Gorda Garden Club’s Holly Days (with a twist) December 3-4, 2021
Grab your pals, your sunbonnets and your car keys! We’re mixing it up this year -- but keeping many of
our traditions for our Holly Days tour.
Our planning starts very early in the year, and in light of our COVID situation, we put on our thinking hats
and came up with a delightful plan for the event this year. We’re going on a garden walk, one that’s so
much more than a garden walk, and so much like our usual Holly Days event. So, here’s a peek at our
plans. It will involve some driving as you go from one garden to another, and unlike our home tour, it is
not confined to the historic district. From a home in the historic overlay, to a home in PG Isles, to a home
on the south side of PG, to Deep Creek, to Riverside Drive in PG, we are presenting a tour of 6 gardens
that are beautiful in themselves but that’s not good enough for the PGGC! Our plants will be identified,
our gardens will be decorated for Christmas with our usual handmade and natural materials items, our
poinsettias will be for sale, and you will get a treat bag of our homemade cookies. We, and you, love our
traditions. There may have never been a tour like what we have planned for you. And, in addition to all
that, we are expanding our craft sales greatly so that at each house you will be able to purchase homemade
items for your Christmas gifts.
We are so happy to be back this year and are working hard to deliver a twist, something unusual and fun.
So, all we need is you — and your friends. Get out your calendars and mark the dates, December 3-4,
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Tickets will be available online (watch the PGGC site for them) or can be
purchased at the gardens.
Elaine LaWell and Carol Moore, Holly Days Garden Walk Chairs
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Charlotte County Recognizes National Garden Week
At the Charlotte County Commissioners Meeting on May 25, Commissioner
Ken Doherty read the National Garden Week Proclamation. Carol
Houston, Vinita Jones, and Judi Beaumont were there to accept the
document. Members of Port Charlotte GC and Lemon Bay GC were also
present.
On June 2 at the PG City Council Meeting, Mayor Lynne Matthews read
the Proclamation and Judi spoke of PGGC’s objectives to beautify the city
and conserve our natural resources and elaborated on the many yearlong
club projects and the upcoming 2021 Garden Walk fundraiser.
The
public gardens that we tend had signs during National Garden Week.
Mary Yeomans, Director

Woman’s Club Garden Addition
A Neptune statue perched on a large shell blowing into a conch horn was donated to PGGC by Sarah
Dubbaneh, a Punta Gorda resident. It was very heavy and took much effort to move the three cement
parts and reassemble it in the Woman's Club Garden. Many thanks to the O'Briens and the Lebeaus who
worked hard to deliver the sculpture. The Monday gardening crew planted a variety of succulents and
it looks great. Check it out the next time you are near the Woman's Club on Sullivan Street!
Mary Yeomans,
Director

In Memoriam
An engraved brick was installed at the Woman's Club Garden to honor Ann
Gateff, a long-time member of PGGC who passed away on April 1, 2021. A
memorial service for her was held on May 22.
Marian Bandler, a longtime member of PGGC has passed. Many of you may
not know her as she has been in failing health, but for those who remember
Marian, a service was held at First United Methodist Church on May 27. An
engraved brick will be installed at the Woman's Club in her remembrance.
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Plant Profile: Rain Lily (Zephyranthes and Habranthus spp)
I love these flowers! It is thrilling to see these lovely plants bloom after a
rain, like they are a gift from Mother Nature for enduring a rainfall. Some
rain lilies are native to our area and some are not, yet they all are
considered “Florida Friendly" by the University of Florida.
Rain Lily refers to any of about 70 species of Zephyranthes and Habranthus,
all of which are flowering bulbs that share common names of rain lily, fairy
lily, rainflower and zephyr lily.
These small bulbs earned the name "rain lily" because they often flower within a few days after rainfall.
From spring through fall, rain lily can produce flushes of star-shaped, trumpet-like flowers that are white,
pink or yellow, depending on the species. Rain lily's easy care, broad adaptability and beautiful, starry
flowers make it ideal for gardens in Florida.
Rain lily bulbs produce clumps of narrow, grass-like leaves that range in length from a few inches to as long
as 14 inches. In the wild, rain lily bulbs adapt to seasonal dry weather by losing leaves until rainfall resumes.
In the garden, soil moisture usually is sufficient for most species to retain their leaves throughout much of
the year such that they are effectively evergreen.
Rain lily is one of the easiest bulbs to grow in Florida. Rain lily grows best in rich, moist, well-drained soil
with a slightly acid to neutral PH. Most rain lily species will flourish under full sun to part shade. Bulbs should
be planted in fall or winter about an inch deep and at least 3 inches apart. Rain lily bulbs also are well
adapted to growing in containers, provided plants are watered regularly to maintain adequate moisture.
Rain lily divisions (small clumps resulting from dividing large clumps) or plants (as purchased in containers
from a nursery) can be planted in the garden anytime and often flower and multiply faster than plants
established from dormant bulbs.
Like other bulbs, rain lily adapts to drought and other harsh conditions by going dormant. Leaves will
reappear when conditions again are suitable. Unfortunately for gardeners in Florida's coastal areas, most
rain lily species are not salt tolerant.
Rain lily can be used like any bulb or other small, flowering perennial in the garden. Rain lily is very effective
when planted as part of perennial beds, flower gardens, rock gardens, groundcover beds and containers.
Because rain lily foliage resembles liriope and mondo grass, rain lily can substitute for these plants when
used as a border, as an edging for beds, or to line pathways and sidewalks. Rain lily species such as Z.
candida can be used in water gardens.
Although rain lily bulbs are considered to have low toxicity, homeowners should be aware of the poisonous
potential of rain lily, particularly if small children and/or pets are present. However, these poisonous
components make rain lily resistant to damage from deer, rodents and insects. Snails and slugs are the only
pests reported to feed on rain lily leaves.
Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair
Source: ENH1151/EP412: Rainlily, Zephyranthes and Habranthus spp.: Low-Maintenance Flowering Bulbs for Florida
Gardens (ufl.edu)

Do you have any suggestions for the Plant Profile? Feel free to contact me, Jane Hayse, at
jhayse59@hotmail.com
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Expanding Your Garden Knowledge
There are so many ways to learn gardening skills these days. In addition to the “traditional ways” through
books and classroom programs, such as the Master Gardener program with the Extension Service, there are
also a myriad of You Tube channels and Facebook Groups.
While not all of these internet channels and groups may espouse the same information you might learn
from a Master Gardener program, I contend that they are a great way to get to know other enthusiasts and
pick up useful tips. Keep in mind, the Master Gardener program is based on scientific knowledge gained
through the University of Florida’s premier agricultural programs. However, there are many Facebook
groups that relate to specific gardening topics just for Florida or even at the county or regional level.
If you have a specific question on say, bromeliads, did you know that there is a Florida Bromeliad group
with hundreds of members who could answer your question? The same goes for orchids, native plants,
staghorn ferns, bananas and many others.
Here’s a list of groups that I know about, but I am sure there are many more!
Florida Native Gardening
Southwest Florida Plant Swap
Florida Bromeliads
Florida Food Forest
Florida Tea Gardening
Florida Native Wildflowers
Southwest Florida Permaculture

Charlotte County plant and seeds exchange or sales
Charlotte County Master Gardeners
Florida Orchid Growing
Florida Butterflies
Staghorn Ferns and More
Florida Fruit and Permaculture Gardening
Permaculture Florida

The list above is Florida specific, but there are also groups that are national or international that may hit
on many of the same topics as well. I learned a great deal from postings and would encourage you, if you
are interested, to check these out for yourself. You will most likely have to get permission of the group
administrator to join the group, which should not be an issue.
Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair

Save the Dates for Upcoming Environmental Events
We will work in partnership with Keep Charlotte Beautiful for the International Coastal Cleanup. On
Sept 18th from 8 to noon we will clean up along Linear Park (from Berry St./Virginia intersection to
US 41). If interested in volunteering, please contact Debbie Chase at orchid4deb@aol.com with your
tee shirt size.
The Charlotte County Master Gardeners worked diligently to beautify their demonstration garden on
Harborview Rd. They will hold an Open Demo Garden event to identify plants and help answer
questions on Saturday Oct 23rd from 9 to 1pm.
The Master Gardener Garden and Plant Expo (previously known as the Annual Master Gardener Plant
Sale) is Saturday Nov 20th from 9 to 1pm at the Centennial Park Extension Office.
Please take a few minutes to visit the FPL website, Preparing for a Storm. You’ll find great info whether
you are new to Florida or are a long-term resident. Link https://www.fpl.com/storm/home/guide.html
Debbie Chase, Environmental Chair
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Member Profile – Dorrit Thompkins
Tell us about your background
I grew up in Montclair, NJ and summered on an island in Casco
Bay, Maine. I was a legal secretary In Portland and lived in
Yarmouth, Maine for 30 yrs. I was a volunteer EMT for 10 yrs.
I’ve been married for 46 years and have 2 children, a son in
Portland, Maine and a daughter in Arvada, Colorado. My
husband and I sold everything in 2003 and lived aboard a trawler
traveling the East Coast for 3 years.
We’ve had many and
varied pets because I absolutely love critters of all sorts. The
smallest were mice and the largest were horses.
My current passion is butterflies and I am working on my butterfly garden here in PGI.
When did you join Garden Club?
I joined PGGC in 2020 just in time to experience the Club's creativity that enabled the Club to get us
through the pandemic.
What are your Current/Previous Club roles?
I am your Sunshine Chairperson so let me know if you know of any member who might appreciate a card
from the club.
Describe your favorite Club activities
Meeting lots of new friends and having new experiences as we did various projects to earn money for the
club’s endeavors.

Gardening Travels - Newport RI Flower Show (June 18-20)

Your favorite plant? Any gardening tips to share?
Passion Vine

Full Moon

Harvest Moon

Crescent Moon

First Place Floral Design Winners for the “Back in Bloom - A Ballroom Floral Fantasy” theme.

Garden Musings
“I just think that gardening is about the future, a slow thing, that is deep and spiritual as
well as spiritually rewarding.” Monty Don, Down to Earth: Gardening Wisdom
PGGC’s 2021-23 theme ‘A garden is not a place. It’s a journey.’ is a quote from Montagu Denis Wyatt.
Monty Don is a British horticulturist and is best known as lead presenter of the BBC gardening TV series
Gardeners' World. Monty’s tips and musings will be included in upcoming Newsletter issues.
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A Fond Farewell to Sarah Corey
On July 18, 2021, a number of garden club friends, who are still
in Florida, gathered at Sarah Corey’s home to say a bittersweet
goodbye to her. It is a bittersweet goodbye because we will miss
Sarah’s inspirational tidbits she rendered as Chaplain at each
General Meeting. But at the same time as friends, we are happy
she is fulfilling a long-time dream to live in Alaska. By mid-August
Sarah and her partner will travel from Punta Gorda to an idyllic
cabin in the woods of Alaska. There they will pursue new ventures,
including living off the grid and finding new creative outlets.
Certainly, the gardening will be much different in Alaska!
Sarah will take her Yearbook with her and she will still be
available for a few weeks by the email address in the yearbook.
So, if you didn’t have a chance to say goodbye personally to thank
her for her service to PGGC and to wish her all the best, please
do so via email.
Judi Beaumont, President
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Gardening Tip

July Birthdays Wishes

Several months ago, I purchased garden gloves by Garden
Works at our PGGC Meeting. These are the best gloves that
I have ever used! I am only sorry that I put them aside and
delayed using them until now as I garden in CT. These long
sleeve gloves provide protection and are so comfortable to
wear (even in the heat).
Mary Hanrahan

Betty Kersey 7/1
Sarah Corey 7/8
Rose Darden 7/10
Molly Reifeis 7/28
Dawn Thibeault 7/30

August Birthdays Wishes
Gail Edgren 8/8
Joy Price 8/17
Judi Beaumont 8/20
Mary Curby 8/22
Roni Meyer 8/24
Karen Noonan 8/29
Marilyn Sobolewski 8/29

And many happy wishes!

.

Updates to Member Contact Info
Please note the following email change:
Email change - Judi Beaumont judi.beaumont@gmail.com

Garden
Workdays
Volunteers arrive by 8 am. Bring gloves,
pruning shears, and bottled water.
Usually finished in less than 2 hours!

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

2
9
16
23
30

History Park
Old PG library
Botanical Garden
Woman’s Club
CHEC

The Sept 2021 Newsletter deadline is
Aug 20. Submit items and/or photos to
Mary Hanrahan mahamherst@gmail.com.)
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