
 

 

 

“A garden is like a friendship, ever growing, ever changing, needing love and 

attention, providing one with joy and happiness, 

 Punta Gorda Garden Club 
Garden Tales 

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 1  V O L  1 3 ,  I S S U E  5  

  President’s Message 
Dear Members, 

For those of you who were unable to attend our November 

General Meeting, we had a lovely and very interesting visit at 

the Charlotte Harbor Environment Center.   We started off with 

an introduction to the Center by CEO Mike Bednar, a delightful 

young man.  Mike escorted us to the Welcome Center where he 

introduced us to two of the residents - Henry, a Mini Boa Snake 

and Isla, a small Borneo Lizard.   Visitors are allowed to pet 

them and they were very friendly.   We then walked along one 

of the many available trails.  We did not get too far due to the 

past rains which flooded some of the areas.   CHEC is a 

wonderful place to take visitors, especially grandkids.   After 

the tour, we had a lovely picnic lunch followed by our business 

meeting.   All in all, a very enjoyable morning!  Thank you to all 

of our members who contributed to the event. 

We are all running a little out of steam as we get closer to our 

big event, the “Holly Days Garden Tour”.   I know you have all 

been so busy creating the fantasy gardens and wonderful art 

and crafts for the event which I am sure are fabulous.   Let’s 

hope lots of our residents and visitors are looking to our Tour to 

get them in the Christmas mood as we have exactly that to offer 

them. 

Just a reminder to all of the Holly Day worker bees volunteering 

all day on both days, you will be able to view the gardens from 

2-5 pm on the Thursday, Dec 2.   I for one, cannot wait to see 

the other gardens and what they have all done. 

 

Continued on page 2 

 
  

Holiday 
Luncheon   

Dec 10 
11am Fellowship; 
12pm Luncheon 

PGGC plans to have a holiday craft 

table at the City Wide Garage 

Sale on Saturday Dec 11 from 8 

am to noon at the Bal Harbor 

Shopping Plaza. (See page 10 for 

the flyer.)  More details to come 

after Dec 4 regarding the 

volunteer needs.   

The PGGC web site is under 

construction.  Joyce Tilden is 

actively working with a new 

hosting site that will enable us to 

have a more robust, secure web 

page.  This web site conversion is 

a big effort and much 

appreciated! 

 

 

PGGC is a member of National 

Garden Clubs, Inc, Deep South 

Region National Garden Clubs, 

Inc., Florida Federation of Garden 

Clubs, Inc., and FFGC District IX. 

 

Club News 

Save the Date! 

Docent Preview 

of Holly Day  

Garden Tour  

Dec 2 

2 – 5pm 

 

 

 

Holly Day  

Garden Tour  

Dec 3 - 4 

10am to 5pm 
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Continued from page 1 

I hope you are not too tired and are looking forward to Thanksgiving with all of that wonderful food to 

enjoy!  Many of you will spend time with relatives whom you have not seen for some time.   I hope you all 

have a special person with whom you share the day.    If you are travelling, be safe. If you are cooking, 

don’t burn anything.  And if you are drinking, not too much.   Have a “Happy and Safe Thanksgiving” and 

remember,  

The act of gratitude reminds us of our blessings, and reinforces the beauty of life on this planet. 

Carol Houston, Co-President  

 

  

 

Holiday Luncheon 

Friday December 10, 2021 
11am Fellowship; 12pm Luncheon 

Isles Yacht Club 

1780 West Marion Avenue, Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

Our theme this year is "The Secret of Living is Giving".  Let's spread 

goodwill and please bring canned good(s) to benefit The Charlotte 

Homeless Commission’s homeless shelter in Port Charlotte.    

Luncheon Chairs are Mary Pompeo and Karen Noonan. 

We wish a speedy 

recovery to Sandy 

Kirk.  You are in our 

thoughts and  

prayers.   

District IX Fall Update 

Three PGGC delegates attended the Fall District IX Meeting in 

October via Zoom - Carol Houston, Vinita Jones, and Mary 

Yeomans along with Claudia Chopp (District IX Asst. Director and 

Libby Curnow (District IX Parliamentarian).  Carol Houston 

provided the Welcome Message since the club planned to host this 

meeting, but it was decided a virtual meeting would be safer for 

all participants.  The business portion of the meeting included 

reports of state and district chairs and news from district garden 

clubs.  Clubs were encouraged to submit entries for the FFGC 

Awards.  Tina Tuttle, FFGC 1st VP, provided information about 

FFGC programs and activities.  A program entitled "Protecting Our 

Paradise" presented by Coastal and Heartland National Estuary 

Program was interesting and informative.   Announcements 

included an invitation to the Spring District IX Meeting in Naples, 

which everyone hopes will be held in person! 

               Mary Yeomans, Director 
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Holly Days Garden Tour – Update 

Whew, so glad we are in the final stretch!  

It has been a challenging season getting ready for the new concept and I know many of us will be happy to 

get it finished and reap our rewards. While we have no way of knowing what to expect in terms of numbers 

- both those attending and how much we make on the Tour overall.  I am getting excited to get to the 

finish line so the answer is revealed!!  

So many have worked so hard on this year’s Holly Days.  It has definitely not been on auto-pilot, but we 

have risen to the challenge. A lot of last-minute work is before us including setting up outdoor displays and 

praying for no wind or rain, working to make our gardens pristine and beautiful, finding time to make our 

required five dozen cookies, preparing work schedules and pricing items for sale.  

There is a lot yet to do, so it is important that each and every member of our club who is able to do so 

come out and help, not for just a few hours (unless that is all you can do and for that we are grateful) but 

as much as you can assist in this year where we seem to be chronically short-handed.  And then we will all 

celebrate our success and maybe have a budget for next year that is not so tight that restricts us on what 

we can do. We are here for many reasons - to learn about plants in what is a new environment for many of 

us, to make new friends and socialize, and to do what we can to make our community a better and more 

beautiful place to live. Remember why we do this! Enjoy the process.                                                                                          

Elaine LaWell, Holly Days Garden Tour Co-Chair 

 

      

Holly Days Cookie Dropoff   

On Wednesday Dec 1 from 9 am to Noon, 

please deliver your five dozen cookies to Carol 

Nadolski at: 

Buttonwood Clubhouse 

701 Aqui Esta Drive, PG  33950 

From the main entrance, take first left which 
takes you directly to the clubhouse.  (There is 
a sign designating direction to Clubhouse.) 
  
Any questions or if you need to deliver the day 
before, call Carol Nadolski at 941-882-8066. 
 

       

Your Vote is needed     

Please take a moment to vote for our Punta Gorda 

Garden Club as the Best 501 (c)(3) Charity in the 

County.  Use the link below to cast your vote. 

Voting started Nov 20 and ends at midnight Nov 30.  

We have the opportunity to win $1,000 in prize 

money for the club, thank you all for your 

participation. 

www.yoursun.com/contests/npo/#/gallery 

 

  

 

  

 

http://www.yoursun.com/contests/npo/#/gallery
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Holly Days Workshop Activities 

Team work at Nancy’s 

                     

 

 

Its not all Work and No Play at Vinita’s 

               

 

 

  

Marilyn Pachota dreams of being a Mermaid. Time Out to celebrate Carol Houston’s 

birthday. Terry Tunkavige treats us to 

weekly home baked desserts.  

Cindy Dorety, Betty Mosketti, 

and Nancy Knauss  

Janice Williams, Nancy Knaus, Suzanne Campbell, 
Susan Miller, and Joanne Collins 
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Plant Profile:  Milkweed (Asclepias xxx) 

One of the most rewarding garden pleasures in Southwest Florida is to watch Monarch and Queen 
butterflies all year long. What is unique about them?  They only use milkweed as the host plant to lay 
their eggs. Milkweed in your garden will reward you with these wonderful creatures. 

However, milkweed is one of the most controversial plants among butterfly enthusiasts! There is a 
disease that lives on milkweed that causes deformities and death to our beloved Monarchs.  It is called 
“Ophryocytis elektroscirrha” or OE for short.   OE is actually a microscopic parasite that is ingested 
by caterpillars feeding on milkweed and cause the adult butterflies to have crippled wings.   

The number one culprit is Tropical Milkweed (Asclepia curassavica). Because of our mild climate, 
Tropical Milkweed can live all year long. Zoo Miami suggests that every year during the week after 
Halloween to cut your tropical milkweed stems down, leaving about 4-6 inches.   

The good news is that there are 21 different species of milkweed native to Florida and are not 
infectious to the butterflies.  The native milkweeds do die back in the fall and therefore do not spread 
OE. The bad news is that Monarchs really like tropical milkweed over many of the native varieties. 

Another non-native milkweed is giant milkweed, also known as crown flower (Calotropis giganteana). 
It is native to Asia and tropical Africa. Giant milkweed makes an excellent specimen plant in Florida-
Friendly landscapes between USDA Hardiness Zones 9-11. As its name suggests, mature plants are 
quite large, up to 15 feet tall and wide. This is an option for the back layer in a pollinator garden. 

Some other milkweed to try are: Aquatic milkweed (Asclepia perennis), Butterfly weed (Asclepia 
tuberosa) and Swamp milkweed (Asclepia incarnata). 

Keep in mind, Milkweeds get their common name from the milky sap they exude. This sap can irritate 
skin and is toxic if consumed in large quantities. Keep pets and small children away. 

 

Source: Milkweed - University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (ufl.edu) and the 

Sustainable Gardening for Florida Facebook Group  

     Jane Hayse, Horticulture Chair 

(Left) Swamp milkweed 

(Asclepias incarnata) is a 

Florida native milkweed 

with pink blooms.  

Credit: David Cappaert, 

Bugwood.org 

(Right) Tropical milkweed 

(Asclepias curassavica) is 

beautiful, but not native to 

Florida.  

Credit: Ansel Oommen, 

Bugwood.org 

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/plants/ornamentals/milkweed.html
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Penny Pines        

"NGC and the USDA Forest Service are proud to have formed a partnership sustaining our national and 

urban forests through this reforestation/forest education program." This message is the intro to the Penny 

Pines description on the National Garden Club website. The Forest Service does the planting of pines and 

other trees with funds donated by local garden clubs along with Federal funds. By donating multiples of 

$68 (called a Plantation), garden clubs help fund the replanting replacement trees indigenous to a 

damaged area on about an acre in any state.  PGGC's donations go to National Forest land in Florida."       

I realized when passing our Penny Pines basket at the November meeting that our new members may not 
be familiar with the program. So, thank you for your pennies and more that contribute to reforestation! 

 Susan Miller, Environmental Chair 
 

 

PGGC Members Tour CHEC  

The PGGC November General Meeting was held at the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center (CHEC) 
Center at the Alligator Creek Preserve in Punta Gorda.  CHEC is one of the organizations to which PGGC 
donates money every year.  
 
About 50 members gathered at the pavilion and listened to an introduction by Michael Bednar, CHEC CEO, 
of the workings of CHEC, his background, and the environment present at CHEC.  Michael then walked the 
group of fifty to the Caniff Visitor Center where he exhibited a small boa and a blue-tongued skink allowing 
anyone willing to touch the animals.   Michael then handed the group off to a tour guide who led a short 
hike, explaining flora and fauna while moving along the trail.  Feral pigs, bobcats, and alligators are 
present at CHEC, but he explained that none of them are particularly dangerous unless threatened or 
raising young.   
 
The weather cooperated to make for a beautiful day.  A delicious and filling picnic lunch was provided by 
the Hospitality Group and organized by Monica Lucey.  The business meeting took place after lunch and all 
departed by 2pm.  It was a very pleasant and informative day! 

Mary Yeomans, Director 

Members experience and learn about the natural Florida environment. 
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Planting Poinsettias Outdoors 

Choose poinsettias that have been in good light while indoors and retained some green, healthy leaves. 

Select a sunny outdoor spot with no artificial light at night. Poinsettias prefer moist, well-drained soils with a 

soil pH between 5.5 to 6.5. Plant when there is no danger of frost. Cut off fading bracts, leaving 4–6 inches 

of the stem on each branch and as many green leaves as possible. 

Keep poinsettias mulched, well-watered, and fertilized monthly from March to October. Use a fertilizer with 

balanced amounts of nitrogen and potassium and low phosphorus.  Prune in early spring when the floral 

display finishes. Poinsettias become “leggy” when not pruned regularly during the growing 

season. Cut monthly, if needed, leaving four leaves on each shoot. Discontinue pruning after September 10. 

Flower buds develop in October.  A flowering delay or disruption may occur if fall temperatures are too warm 

or too cold or if the required dark period is interrupted.  

 

Source: POINSETTIAS AT A GLANCE at https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/EP/EP34900.pdf.  

Home & Garden Show Update 

PGGC participated in the Fall Home & Garden Show at the Charlotte Harbor Event Center on October 23 

and 24 from 10am to 4pm.  PGGC was one of two garden clubs to attend. We were able to earn $305 

and, also, advertise for our Holly Days Garden Tour. Thank you to Janice Williams, Joyce Stanley, Vinita 

Jones, Gail Edgren, Carol Houston, Terry Tunkavige, Peggy Stanfield, Madeline Medeiros and Susan Miller 

who assisted in making this event successful.   And special thank you to Betty Mosketti who stayed with 

me all day on both days! 
Cindy Dorety, 2nd VP 

 

 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/EP/EP34900.pdf
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Member Profile – Julie O’Brien              

Tell us about your background   
I was a biochemist in drug discovery at Merck & Co for 33 
years and was a team member for the discovery of Stocrin 
(HIV treatment) and Belsomra (sleep aid). 

I was born, raised and lived my entire life in PA until we 
moved to Punta Gorda during the pandemic. So, we haven’t 
fully experienced the Punta Gorda that most people know.  
My family still lives in PA and loves to come visit us in FL 
(who wouldn’t).  We try to continue our family tradition of 
baking Christmas cookie using our grandmother’s recipe for 
Sand Tarts as well as using some of her surviving cookie 
cutters.   

Our only “child” is Tootsie, a doxette (dachshund/basset 
mix) who exchanged squirrel chasing for lizard chasing. 

My hobbies include cooking, baking, sailing, reading, 
gardening, knitting, stained glass and lampworking.  

How long have you been a Garden Club Member? 
I joined the PGGC in April 2021. 

What roles have you filled as a member? 
I am the current Hospitality Co-Chair and Joyce Stanley’s 
House Co-Chair for the Holly Days Garden Tour. 

Tell us about some of your favorite Club activities?   
Monday morning gardening and coffee at Dunkin Donuts. 

Crafting for the Holly Days Garden Tour and Spring Arts and 
Craft Sale. 

Do you have a favorite plant?  Any gardening tips to share? 
I love succulents and my beautiful bottle brush tree.  It 
snapped off in last November’s tropical storm.  I couldn’t 
bear to rip it out.  It recovered and has almost as much 
foliage as when I planted it. 

 

 

December Birthdays Wishes 

Mercy Triana   12/4                  

Louise DiNino    12/5                 

Debbie Engel    12/5   

Maggie Rogers   12/7                      

Pat Cavanagh   12/8                                

Bonnie Rehling    12/9       

Bobbie Kratt          12/26                                                 

Vinita Jones           12/30 

And many happy wishes!  

Welcome New Members!  
Nancy Gruman    

3732 Tripoli Blvd 

Punta Gorda, FL, 33950  

941-467-8484   peetyswie@comcast.net 

Holly Scherzi     

2301 Via Venice Punta Gorda, FL, 33950 

315-439-4572   bluefish77@mac.com 
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The January newsletter deadline is 

Dec 20. Submit items and/or 

photographs to Mary Hanrahan 

(mahamherst@gmail.com.) 

 

 

Dec 11 PGGC Craft Sale at the City Wide Garage Sale located at 
Bal Harbor Shopping Plaza.  8 am to Noon 

Dec 11 Plant City Garden Club hosts KC Jeronimo, a National 
Flower Show judge, to instruct on how to create a Christmas 
centerpiece. Contact Donna Severson 206-406-3034. $25 includes 
supplies and a light lunch.  Plant City; 9am – 1pm   

Dec 11 Boondoggle Weaving at Edison Ford Museum  Artist 
Megan Kissinger teaches how to weave a boondoggle using a sabal 
palm.  All materials are provided. Class size is limited. Members 
$40, non-members $60.  Fort Myers; 10 am – 2 pm 

Dec 14 Punta Gorda Gardens Galore Alan Shulman and Richard 
Polk highlight the ongoing beautification efforts and provide a 
guided tour of the newly planted History Park.  PG Library; 2 pm 

Dec 10-12; 17-21; 27-28 Peace River Botanical Garden 

“Gardens Aglow” Holiday lights and music. Featuring photos 

with Santa on select evenings and S’mores roasting over the fire 

pit. Tickets Members $8, Non-Members $10. Punta Gorda; 6-9 pm 

Dec 12-23; 26-31; Jan 1-2 Selby Gardens “Lights in Bloom” 

Open-air light show with two million lights will illuminate the 

gardens and walkways are transformed into sensory light tunnels. 

Tickets $20 Members, $25 Non-Members.  Sarasota; 6-9 pm 

 

   

December 

Events 

 

 

For new Work Day volunteers, 

please contact Carol Moore to 

confirm schedule.  Volunteers 

should arrive by 8 am.  Bring gloves, 

pruning shears, and bottled water. 

Usually finished in less than 2 hours!       

Dec   6 - History Park  

Dec 13 - CHEC  

Dec 20 - PR Botanical Garden 

Dec 27 - Women’s Club    

Garden 

Workdays    

 

mailto:mahamherst@gmail.com
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