
 

President’s Message 
Hello Members, 

How about that trip to Bok Tower, it was so interesting and so much 
fun. I think we all enjoyed the trip. Wasn’t that Café great. The 
Café lunch was enjoyed by those who purchased one. 

We have our regular meeting in March and our program is 
environmental and we are so lucky to have a great speaker, Donna 
McGuiness, CEO of Naples Botanical Gardens. 

Our next exciting event is the Standard Flower Show. I am glad 
everyone is so enthusiastic and that all of the design spots have 
been filled. My sister will be over from the U.K. and she was a 
florist in a past life, so she is coming for lunch and to see the 
horticulture and designs. I am sure it is going to be a wonderful 
event and I hope a lot of you have signed up for lunch. It is nice 
to reciprocate to the Isles Yacht Club as they are not charging 
us for the location - so nice of them. 

Remember, we are hosting the District IX meeting on May 16th and 
the new Director is our own Claudia Chopp. Vinita Jones is Chair 
of the event and I am Co-Chair. When Vinita returns from India, 
she will be looking for volunteers to help with the event, if you 
are able to do that, we would greatly appreciate it. The event is 
also at the Isles Yacht Club and again they are not charging us for 
the venue. The attendance form will be sent to you shortly, a few 
items are still being finalized. 

I hope you are all enjoying our warmer weather and finally getting 
your gardens into shape after the hurricane. We still have a lot 
of work to do in our garden including fixing the fencing but we 
will get there. Remember to bring plantings to share with other 
members as some are looking for things to replace damaged plants. 

Thank you all for your continued support and contributions to 
our Garden Club! I will see you all at the next meeting. 

Carol Houston, President 

 Save the Dates!  
 

Board Meeting General Getting PGGC 
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A garden is like a friendship, ever growing, ever changing, needing love and 
attention, providing one with joy and happiness. 

Punta Gorda Garden Club 
Garden Tales 

Club News 

Preparations continue for the PGGC 
March 2023 Flower Show. 
 

A March 1 workshop is planned 
for Flower Show Design and 
Botanical Arts entrants. RSVP to 
Betsy Foster for the 10 am 
workshop at Claudia Chopp’s 
home. 
Members are needed to sign up 
for the horticulture division by 
contacting Joyce Stanley. The 
Horticulture Entry Form is found 
on the last page of this 
newsletter. 
Send checks for the Flower Show 
luncheon reservations to Joyce 
Stanley. More luncheon details 
are found on page 3 of the 
newsletter. 

 
PGGC will host the District IX meeting 
on Tuesday May 16 at the Isles Yacht 
Club. The event will be chaired by 
Vinita Jones with Co- Chair Carol 
Houston. They will reach out for 
volunteers. 

PGGC is a member of the National 
Garden Clubs, Inc, Deep South Region 
National Garden Clubs, Inc., Florida 
Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., and 
FFGC District IX. 

Mar 8 Meeting Crafty with Flower 
9:30am Mar 15 Nature Show 

 1 pm Social 
1:30 Meeting 

Workshop 
Mar 3 

Mar 21 
1 – 3 pm 
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General Meeting March 15  
Environmental Concerns Relating to Our Area 

We are delighted to have Donna McGuiness, CEO of the 
Naples Botanical Gardens, come to present a program to us 
on environmental issues and the effects on our local areas. 
Donna is a native of Seattle and spent many years in St. 
Louis, Missouri, where she served as Senior Vice President 
at Missouri Botanical Garden overseeing development, 
education, and community outreach. 

PGGC Environmental News 

2022 Tree Planting Report - Our club tree planting report to FFGC is due March 10th. Thank you to 
those who submitted their info at our February meeting. All others, please email me your name and 
tree varieties and tree count planted in 2022 before March 10th. Thank you! 

 
Great American Cleanup - Please keep in mind that the Great American Cleanup is approaching. This 
opportunity runs from March through June and I'm looking at the April dates. More info to follow. 

 
Susan Miller, Environmental Chair 

Community Garden News at Brookdale and Hope Academy 

PGGC revisited Brookdale to check on the 
butterfly plants and, also, to plant 
vegetables and flowers in the new 
beds. The group above included 

herbs, 
raised  

Joyce Stanley, Mary Yeomans, Tracey Nichols, 
Bonnie Moore, Peggy Stanfield, and Dorrit 
Tompkins. 

A thank you was received from Hope Academy 
for the efforts of PGGC’s Susan Miller, Peggy 
Stanfield, and Dorrit Tompkins for laying a 
weed barrier in the Academy’s 
new vegetable garden. 

Dorrit Tompkins 
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PGGC Flower Show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PGGC Members and Guests Luncheon 
March 21, 2023 at 11:30am 

 

Luncheon Menu- Cost: $32.00 including Tax and Gratuity, Rolls, Coffee & Dessert. Entrée choices are: 
Caesar Chicken Salad 

Columbia Salad with Ham, Swiss Cheese, Tomatoes Olive & Romano with Lemon Garlic Oregano 
Vinaigrette 

Tossed Salad with cranberries, pecans, and pomegranates 
Mail Checks to Punta Gorda Garden Club 

P.O. Box 511167, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-1167 
 

Deadline March 15, 2023 

Floral Design Class 

PGGC recently offered floral design classes. These hands on, instructor led classes covered units 7, 8, 
and 9 which included a review of design guidelines and live demonstrations. Below are several arrangements 
made by instructors Carol Lucia, Barb Jacobsen, and Margaret Kirkpatrick-Longwood. 
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Recycling Tips – Drop Off Bins Available at Retail Locations! 
 

What can be recycled through Store Drop-Off? Certain flexible plastic packages can be recycled 
through Store Drop-Off locations. Look for the How2Recycle Store Drop-Off label on flexible plastics 
made of high-density polyethylene (HDPE) and low-density polyethylene (LDPE). This includes: 

 
- Most Plastic Bags - grocery bags, produce bags, newspaper bags, zipper sandwich bags, bread 
bags, some plastic wraps, some plastic mailers, and some cereal bags 
- Most Plastic Wraps - stretchy plastic wraps (e.g., wrap on multi-packs), paper towels, or diapers 
- Pouches And Air Pillows - plastic pouches and air pillows carry the How2Recycle label m 

 
Where can I bring my Store Drop-Off packages? Find a Store Drop-Off location near you. 

 

Why can’t I put bags in my curbside recycling bin? Only a few communities in the U.S. accept plastic 
bags, wraps, and films in curbside recycling. You must take these to the store to recycle. 

 
What isn't recyclable through Store Drop-Off? You should not include Biodegradable or compostable bags, 
pre-washed salad mix bags, most pet food bags, and most metallized chip bags. If you don't see the 
How2Recycle label, don't include it in Store Drop-Off recycling. 

 
What does “Recycle if Clean & Dry” mean?  Bags, wraps, and films need to be clean and dry. No 
crumbs, no food residue, and no liquid inside them. If there’s a lot of food residue, do not recycle it. 

 
What does “Remove Paper Label Before Recycling” mean? Peel off paper labels before taking bag to 
the Store Drop-Off location. If the labels don’t peel off easily, you can cut them off with scissors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributed by Sandy Bruglio 

https://bagandfilmrecycling.org/
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Plant Profile: Madagascar palm tree (pachypodium lamerei) 

For lush tropical vibes with a desert twist, the Madagascar palm tree (pachypodium lamerei) is the perfect 
addition to your space. It is one of the most exotic houseplants for your home. Technically, this plant 
is a succulent instead of a true palm, which means that it’s low maintenance in terms of watering and 
humidity needs. While the Madagascar palm thrives in full sunlight, it’s definitely suitable as an indoor 
houseplant if you give it adequate lighting. Before bringing this hardy plant into your house, let’s go 
over everything you need to know about Madagascar palm care. 

 
As its name suggests, the Madagascar palm is a succulent 
plant native to southern Madagascar. It features a thick 
silver stem covered in sharp spines and long, leathery green 
leaves that grow on its top. Its trunk can reach up to 6 feet 
tall indoors and 20 feet tall outdoors. When grown outside, 
the Madagascar palm may also produce white trumpet-like 
flowers, but it rarely blooms when kept inside. Mature 
plants tend to branch out after flowering. 
The Madagascar palm doesn’t require a lot of extensive 
care. Here's what you need to know about its light, water, 
soil, temperature, and fertilizer needs, as well as what to 
do if you notice its leaves turning black. 

Madagascar palm care basics 
Step 1: Like most succulents, this plant appreciates full sun, but it can tolerate partial shade outdoors 
as well. If you plan to keep your Madagascar palm indoors, make sure that it gets enough sunlight by placing 
it right next to a south- or west-facing window. Rotate your plant so that it receives sunlight evenly; 
otherwise, the plant may grow crooked as it reaches for sunlight on one side. 

 
Step 2: The Madagascar palm prefers to stay dry, so keep it in a well-draining cactus potting mix inside 
of a pot with a drainage hole. Water your plant when the soil dries out completely and cut back on watering 
during the winter to avoid root rot. Keep in mind that your plant will likely go dormant during the winter, 
so don’t fret if leaves drop in colder months—they should grow back in the springtime. 

 
Step 3: Make sure to place your Madagascar palm tree in an area with a temperature above 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit, as it does not tolerate frost. If you live in a cold region, bring your plant indoors if the 
outside temperature drops below 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 
Step 4: At the beginning of spring and summer, feed your palm tree diluted liquid houseplant fertilizer 
to encourage growth. 

 
Step 5: There are a lot of reasons the plant's leaves might turn black; it might be getting too much or 
too little water, or too much or too little light, or it even just be a healthy sign of the plant settling 
into a new environment. Losing leaves is a regular part of the plant's lifespan, so don't fret about a few 
black or dropped leaves here and there. If the problem seems excessive, dial back on the care: stop 
fertilizing, let the soil dry out between watering, and ensure that the plant is getting the light it needs. 

 
How to repot a Madagascar palm 
The Madagascar palm tree is a top-heavy plant with a thick stem and relatively small roots. While it’s 
a slow grower, it can topple over when it gets too big, so repot it approximately every three years or 
whenever it outgrows its current container. Important note: when it's time to move your Madagascar 
palm to a new pot, be careful around the plant's sharp spines. When it’s scraped or cut, the plant will release 
a toxic white sap that irritates the skin. Continued on next page 
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(Continued from prior page) 
 

Step 1: When picking out a new home for your plant, consider a clay pot, which not only absorbs excess 
water but also balances a heavy plant better than a plastic planter. 

 
Step 2: Fill the pot with cactus soil. If you're making your own potting mix, you can add perlite or sand 
for extra drainage if needed. 

 
Step 3: If your plant is small enough, wrap cardstock or newspapers around it and pull it upward by the 
paper edges. Alternatively, use thick gloves for more control over the plant. 

 
Step 4: While still being cautious around the spines, place the plant into the pot. 

 
How to propagate a Madagascar palm 
There are two main ways to propagate: via seeds or a shoot from the mother plant. 
Step 1: The seed method is more difficult and time-consuming than propagation from an existing palm, 
but still doable. First, collect the cucumber-like seed pods from the upper branches of a mature plant 
and let the pods dry out for anywhere between a week to a month. 

 
Step 2: Cut open the dried seed pods and collect the seeds. 

 
Step 3: Soak seeds in non-chlorinated water for roughly a day and then plant them in cactus soil. Don't worry 
if it seems like nothing happens for a while; it may take several months for a sprout to appear. 

 
Step 4: The easiest way to propagate a Madagascar palm tree is to cut a shoot from a mother plant. 
Use a sterilized knife or pruning shears and be sure to proceed with caution—our warning about the spines 
and sap still stands! 

 
Step 5: Let the cutting callus over (i.e., form a hardened area over the spot where it was cut from the 
mother plant) for between four to eight days. 

 
Step 6: Place the cutting into cactus soil and wait for new roots to form. Again, be prepared to wait as 
long as a few months for a new sprout to show up. 

 
At the end of the day, treat a Madagascar palm like a cactus plant. Give it the opportunity to thrive 
with bright light and treat its spines with caution. With plenty of sunlight and occasional watering, 
you’ll have a flourishing Madagascar palm for years to come. 

Laura Flannelly, Horticultural Chair 
 

Source: Stacey Nguyen "Everything you need to know about caring for your Madagascar palm tree" 
HappySprout, July 2, 2022, https://www.happysprout.com/indoor-plants/madagascar-palm-care-2 

 

 
Community Garden News at History Park 
At the History Park, Hal Sterwerf, Mary Yeomans, and I 
planted a Cassia tree in memory of Sandy Kirk. This tree 
also replaces a tree damaged by Hurricane Ian. Powell’s 
Nursery provided us a really nice discount on the Cassia 
tree. 

Dorrit Tompkins 

https://www.happysprout.com/indoor-plants/madagascar-palm-care-2/
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February Field Trip to Bok Tower 

Our annual field trip took place on Feb. 15 to Bok Tower. Starting with 
an early departure and a scenic ride through central Florida, attendees 
arrived at Bok Tower and walked the many garden pathways designed 
by Fredrick Law Olmstead while listening to The Singing Tower’s 
carillon and toured the docent-led El Retiro mansion. As an added 
surprise, the Hostess committee, led by Bonnie Moore, provided 
doughnuts and water for the morning bus ride and individual snack 
bags filled with delicious treats along with wine and beverages for our 
return trip. Special thanks for the planning and preparations by 1ST VP 
Peggie Stanfield and Hostesses Bonnie Moore, Laura Flannelly, Dottie 
Williams, Jill Dratler, Holly Schrenzi, Bonnie Rehling, Malinda Gordy, 
Joyce Stanley, Nancy Knaus, Joan Sala, and Cindy Dorety. 
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The April Newsletter deadline is  

March 
Mary Hanrahan. 

 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers arrive by 8 am. Bring gloves, pruning shears, and 
bottled water. Always finished in less than 2 hours! For new 
workday volunteers, please contact Dorrit Tompkins to 
confirm schedule. 

 

  
March  13 - Punta Gorda Library 

 
March  27 - Woman’s Club 

 
 
 

 
March Hospitality 

Committee 
Chair: Vinita Jones 

 
  

Laura Flannelly  Margaret Rowlett 
Debbie Engel Doreen Secor 
Bobbie Kratt  Mary Yeomans 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Birthdays 
Julie O’Brien 3/2 

Dorrit Tompkins 3/2 
Linda Walsh 3/2 

Tracey Nichols 3/3 
Marianne Bjorkman 3/5 

Nancy Silvers 3/11 
Margita DiLapo 3/12 

Stephanie Green 3/20 
Joanne Collins 3/21 
Paula Jenkins 3/21 

 
And many happy wishes! 

 
Local Events 

Gardening Tip 
 

Perennials and bulbs: Divide clumps of bulbs, ornamental 
grasses, or herbaceous perennials to expand or rejuvenate 
garden beds or to pass along to friends. 

 
See Bulbs for Florida: 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_bulbous_flowers 

 
and Perennial Landscape Plants: 
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_perennials 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_bulbous_flowers
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_perennials
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